Jeremiah 
Written by FOUR different authors:
1. Jeremiah- called by God to be a prophet in 626 B.C.E.
a. Began to record his writings and sermons around 606 B.C.E.
b. J was “only a boy” when God called him (but no idea of age).
c. J prophesied before and after the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 587.
2. Baruch- Jeremiah’s personal secretary- retold some of J’s sermons after J died about 586 B.C.E.
a. Also wrote some biographical information (Chapters 26-45)
3. “Anonymous I”- Oracles versus the nations (Chapters 46-51)
4. “Anonymous II”- Final Chapter
“Oracles”- messages from God
NOTE: J is influenced by Deuteronomy:
· Theologically
· Stylistically
· Linguistically 
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon- “Destroyer.” He destroyed THREE traditions that helped the people of Jerusalem believe God was with them:
1. The kingly succession that God had promised King David.
2. The temple in Jerusalem (the center of Israel’s worship life).
3. The belief that Jerusalem was invincible.
This destruction led to the question: “Is God as faithful and powerful as we through God was?”
Cause: Jeremiah faced bullies:
· Many called him a heretic for opposing the popular religious practices of the day.
· Some called him insane.
· His friends and family stayed away.
· Religious leaders called for his death.
Effect: Jeremiah was depressed, angry, and insecure. BUT he remained faithful to God’s word close to 40 years of ministry.
KEEP IN MIND: Throughout Jeremiah’s life, much of the Middle East (the area including Egypt, Israel/Judah. Syria, Assyria, and Babylonia) was at war. (McCurley)

OUTLINE
I. The Call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:1-19)
II. Indictment for Infidelity and Call to Repentance (Jeremiah 2:1-4:4)
III. God Will Not Turn Back (Jeremiah 4:5-6:30)
IV. The Temple Sermon (Jeremiah 7:1-8:3)
V. Judgment and Tears (Jeremiah 8:4-10:25)
VI. Laments of Jeremiah and God (Jeremiah 11:1-20:18)
VII. Indictment of Israel’s Leadership (Jeremiah 21:1-23:40)
VIII. Vision of the Good and Bad Figs (Jeremiah 24:1-10)
IX. Summary Judgments against the Nations (Jeremiah 25:1-38)
X. Jeremiah in Controversy (Jeremiah 26:1-29:32)
XI. The Book of Consolation (Jeremiah 30:1-33:26)
XII. Announcements of Judgment to Zedekiah and Israel and a Commendation of the Rechabites (Jeremiah 34:1-35:19)
XIII. The Scrolls of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 36:1-32)
XIV. The “Baruch Narrative” (Jeremiah 37:1-45:5)
XV. The Oracles against the Nations (Jeremiah 46:1-51:64)
XVI. The Fall of Jerusalem and Its Aftermath (Jeremiah 52:1-34)
The Call of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:1-19)
“Excuses, Excuses!”
Jeremiah used his age as an excuse to persuade God to find someone else.
Other people in the OT had excuses:
· Moses- not a good public speaker
· Gideon- too insignificant
NOTE: Jeremiah’s sermons about “plucking” run through chapter 29 (Nebuchadnezzar). His sermons about “planting” begin in chapter 30. 
V.10 “Pluck up, pull down, destroy, overthrow”- Pull up presupposes the image of a people as a plant such as a vine or an olive, apparently securely planted in its land but actually destined to be dug up…While uprooting and planting is thus a familiar metaphor, pull down otherwise generally refers to the literal demolition of a structure. (Goldingay)
Indictment for Infidelity and Call to Repentance (Jeremiah 2:1-4:4)
“I’ll see you in court!”- (2:9) God sues the people for having relationships with the idols of Canaan. They also were playing their trust in Pharaoh Neco (Egypt) rather than God.
NOTE: “The Lord GOD of hosts” (2:19)- occurs nearly 300 times in the OT, 80 times in Jeremiah alone!
KEEP IN MIND: “Therefore”- In most speeches by the prophets, the word “therefore” is important, and a pattern arises:
· People’s actions THEREFORE God’s judgment
· God’s actions THEREFORE God’s salvation
The pattern show that people bring disaster on themselves, and that God alone brings salvation (McCurley)
God Will Not Turn Back (Jeremiah 4:5-6:30)
“Waste” and “Void” (4:23)- Jeremiah uses two Hebrew words to describe the vision of the land following God’s judgment, “a formless void” the same words used in Genesis 1:2. The words describe the chaos that existed before God’s word brought order and creation into being (McCurley)
· The natural consequences of Judah’s evil: earthquake, darkness, barrenness, ruin, desolation.
· The result is catastrophic for an agricultural society such as Judah.
The Temple Sermon (Jeremiah 7:1-8:3)
The setting is a temple. Jeremiah criticizes the tradition Jerusalem held that it could not be conquered.
· The people cared a lot about the city and the building.
· The people cared little about defenseless people or keeping the Lord’s commandments.
· They people worshipped idols, not God.
NOTE: Topheth 7:31 – Part of the Hinnom Valley. The Hinnom Valley lies south of Jerusalem. According to J, Kings, and Chronicles, the Canaanites and some Israelites sacrificed Children to the Canaanite gods, Baal and Molech. By the 1st century B.C.E., the two Hebrew words for the Valley of Hinnom become one: Gehenna. This word became the mystical place for the fires of judgment at the last day. 
Judgment and Tears (Jeremiah 8:4-10:25)
We find words of judgment against Israel along with the tears of the prophet and of God.
10:2-16 “Say No to Idols” an ancient hymn sung by the Israelites to warn the people about idols. 
Laments of Jeremiah and God (Jeremiah 11:1-20:18)
Six laments by Jeremiah are described because of his suffering as the bearer of the word of God. 
I. 11:18-20
II. 12:1-6
III. 15:10-21
IV. 17:14-18
V. 18:18-23
VI. 20:7-13
“These laments reflect both the personal and public catastrophes that the prophet endured and the deep sorrow occasioned these catastrophes. As Babylonian power encroached on Judah in the years following 605 BCE, Jeremiah witnessed the complete and utter disintegration of his society. Indeed, Jeremiah seems to have understood, more clearly than most, Judah’s predicament. In order to prevent a dire future, he urged complete acquiescence to Babylonian dominance. Jeremiah’s message of judgment was validated by the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BCE, but not before he was imprisoned, accused of treason, and nearly executed.” (Willis)
Indictment of Israel’s Leadership (Jeremiah 21:1-23:40)
The prophet indicts Israel’s kings and false prophets for their part in what the people of God have become.
Vision of the Good and Bad Figs (Jeremiah 24:1-10)
“Fig me?! No fig you!”- “If inhabitants of Jerusalem were asked to say which basket represented the favored people and which basket represented those under God’s wrath, they would have answered that they were the good figs, and the exiles were the bad figs. To their surprise, God identified the good figs as those in exile. Their deportation was not an accident but a part of God’s redemptive purposes. The future of the nation was going to be with them, not with those in Jerusalem. By means of the baskets of figs the Lord was announcing a remarkable theological concept. His evaluations are not based on people’s goodness but on his sovereign grace. It was a dramatic reminder that God chooses differently from the way we choose.” (Huey, Jr.)  


Summary Judgments against the Nations (Jeremiah 25:1-38)
I. A summary of Jeremiah’s message (25:1-14), 
II. An announcement of divine judgment against various nations is introduced (25:15-38)
a. This section may originally have introduced the specific oracles against the nations in Jeremiah 46-51.
Jeremiah in Controversy (Jeremiah 26:1-29:32)
NOTE: This long section of the book (26:1-45:5) seems to be the work of Baruch.
BARUCH- “Many scholars believe Baruch was responsible for the eyewitness accounts in the book of Jeremiah and was, in fact, Jeremiah’s biographer.” There is also an apocryphal letter is attributed to him. (Lundbom)
These sermons and letters raise issues of true and false prophecy and brings Jeremiah into sharp contention with people, king, and prophet.
The Book of Consolation (or Comfort) (Jeremiah 30:1-33:26)
Jeremiah preaches a series of hopeful oracles, promising the restoration of Israel, but only on the far side of judgment.
Many scholars believe that someone other than Jeremiah wrote this section in Jeremiah’s name to balance the many doom sermons.
Cousin Hanamel (32:6-25)- according to Levitical law (Lev. 25:25), a person selling property had to give first rights of purchase to a family member in order to assure the property would remain within the family. Jeremiah bought Hanamel’s property as a way to strengthen his message that the Lord would one day bring back the exiles and restore the people to their homes. (McCurley)
Announcements of Judgment to Zedekiah and Israel and a Commendation of the Rechabites (Jeremiah 34:1-35:19)
The Rechabites impressed Jeremiah because they kept their commitments to their tribe. 
Rechab: There are two individuals named Rechab in the Bible. 
1. Rechab, a Benjaminite, son of Rimmon, who together with his brother, Baanah, was a leader of a raiding band under Saul’s son Ishbosheth. Following the death of Abner, Rechab and Baanah killed Ishbosheth and brought his head to David, from whom they expected a reward. Instead, David had them both executed (2 Sam 4:1–3, 5–12). 
2. The other biblical Rechab appears either as the father or ancestor of one Jehonadab ben Rechab in 2 Kgs 10:15–17, where he allies himself with Jehu’s coup. It is apparently this latter Rechab who became the patriarch of a group who called themselves Rechabites, a group which came to Jerusalem to escape Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion. (Frick)
The Scrolls of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 36:1-32)
AKA “Write this down, Barry”
God calls for Jeremiah’s preaching to be written down, and the initial responses to that document, especially by the king, are described.
NOTE: The fourth year of Jehoiakim was about 606 B.C.E. when power was shifting between Egypt and Babylon.
The “Baruch Narrative” (Jeremiah 37:1-45:5)
This long prose narrative chronicles the ministry of Jeremiah in the last days before the destruction of Jerusalem and during its immediate aftermath.
Jeremiah is imprisoned in Ch. 37 but rescued by Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian eunuch, in Ch. 38.
Other Ethiopians in the Bible include:
· Moses’ wife (Num. 12:1-2)
· The eunuch (Acts 8:26-40)
GOOD NEWS: Baruch portrays J as a “man among the people” which is a wonderful 180 from when J had lost all his friends as a result of his call to preach. 

A Sermon on Persistent Idolatry (44:2-14)
1. Past idolatries of the people
2. The present idolatries
3. The future judgment of God

The Oracles against the Nations (Jeremiah 46:1-51:64)
These chapters were collected by disciples of J. 
Watch out!
· Egypt- Babylon def. Egypt in 605 BCE (considered one of greatest battles ever)
· Philistia, 
· Moab, 
· Ammon, 
· Edom, 
· Damascus, 
· Kedar and Hazor, 
· Elam, and 
· Babylon.
NOTE: “King” used for the Lord in 46:18 is unusual in Jeremiah. Usually, the “king” is seen as someone human and not God. 
The Fall of Jerusalem and Its Aftermath (Jeremiah 52:1-34)
A historical appendix almost identical to 2 Kings 24:18-25:30. 
An ancient editor felt it necessary to add this chapter to the book, possibly because of the sense of hope the reader receives.
Series of events:
· Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C.E. 
· His son, Evil-merodach, takes over and releases Jehoiachin, the surviing king of David’s line (after 37 years in prison). 
· Jehoiachin spent the rest of his years as a roya guest at the court of Babylon. 
· With Jehoiachin now free, the restoration of the Davidic line is still a possibility.
SOURCES:
· Foster R. McCurley (Lutheran Study Bible)
· Terence E. Fretheim (Enter the Bible)
· John Goldingay (NICOT)
· Kathleen M. O’connor (Oxford Commentary)
· F.B. Huey, Jr. (NAC)
· Amy Merrill Willis (Working Preacher)
· Jack Lundbom (Anchor Bible Dictionary)
· Frank Frick (Anchor Bible Dictionary)

“Joy To The World” by Three Dog Night
· The song has been described by members of Three Dog Night as a "kid's song" and a "silly song"
· Topped the Billboard charts in 1971 
· “Some” of the words are nonsensical. Not all. “Some.”
· Written by Hoyt Axton, who wanted to persuade his record producers to record a new melody he had written, and the producers asked him to sing any words to the tune. 
· The original lyrics to the song were "Jeremiah was a prophet" but no one liked it.
· When Hoyt Axton performed the song to the group, two of the three main vocalists – Danny Hutton and Cory Wells – rejected the song, but Chuck Negron felt that the band needed a "silly song" to help bring the band back together as a working unit. 
· Negron also felt that the song "wasn't even close to our best record, but it might have been one of our most honest."
· Unlike most Three Dog Night songs recorded at that point, instead of having just the three main vocalists singing harmony, the song was recorded with all seven members of the band singing.[4] Drummer Floyd Sneed sings the deep lyric "I wanna tell you" towards the end of the song.

Jeremiah was a bullfrog
Was a good friend of mine
I never understood a single word he said
But I helped him a-drink his wine
And he always had some mighty fine wine
(Chorus) Singin' joy to the world
All the boys and girls now
Joy to the fishes in the deep blue sea
Joy to you and me
And if I were the king of the world
Tell you what I'd do
I'd throw away the cars and the bars and the war
Make sweet love to you Chorus
You know I love the ladies
Love to have my fun
I'm a high life flyer and a rainbow rider
A straight shootin' son-of-a-gun
I said a straight shootin' son-of-a-gun Chorus (give or take 37 more times)
