Written by: Ezekiel. While there was editing of his material, much of the book, in its present form, comes from the man himself.
Who is Ezekiel? An Israelite priest who prophesied beginning in 593 B.C.E. and ending in 571 B.C.E. He was present before and after the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in 587.
Exile = In Ezekiel, “Exile” is God’s just judgment of Israel’s unfaithfulness.
OUTLINE:
I. Introduction and Call (Ezekiel 1-3)
II. Prophecies against Jerusalem, Judah, and the Temple (Ezekiel 4-24)
III. Prophecies against the Nations (Ezekiel 25-32)
IV. More Prophecies concerning Israel (Ezekiel 33-39)
V. Vision of Future Restoration (Ezekiel 40-48)
NOTE: Many of Ezekiel’s prophecies are dated and flow chronologically, providing a historical backbone to the book.
“MY PRIESTLY CONCERNS” (based on the Holiness Code found in Lev. 17-26)
· Idolatry
· Ritual purity
· The temple
APOCALYPTIC ZEKE! - Ezekiel’s symbolic visions inform later forms of apocalyptic literature like Revelation: (Giere)
· His transportation by the Spirit of the Lord from Babylon to Jerusalem (8:3; 40:1),
· His encounters with heavenly guides that show him things other humans cannot see (8:2, 40:3),
· His vision of the Lord’s victory in a final end-times battle (38-39)
· His visions of the glory of the Lord (1; 10-11; 43)
KEEP IN MIND: as you read Ezekiel, you will get a mix of scolding judgments, out-of-this-world visions, and hopeful promises. 
EZEKIEL THE MUSE: Aside from his influence on apocalyptic literature, Ezekiel has been the inspiration for creative Christian writers and artists for centuries, including those who have written a number of African American spirituals. (Giere)

EZEKIEL THE TRAVELER- although set in Babylon and focused on Jerusalem, Ezekiel has a wider worldly awareness of life in:
· Tyre (Chapters 26-28)
· Egypt (29-32)
· Other countries in the region (25)
· The trade that extends from West Africa to India (27)
1. Introduction and Call (Ezekiel 1-3)
Why is God showing up during the exile so important? 
“The exiles’ fate was looked upon as incontrovertible proof of divine rejection. But Yahweh’s sudden appearance to Ezekiel among the deportees shatters the widespread myth that the influence of patron deities was localized in the territory over which they were understood to have jurisdiction, and that a person’s access to the divinity depended on one’s physical presence in the [Ezek 1-24, p. 84] god’s land. Yahweh could appear whenever and wherever he chose, even in a foreign land, which was generally considered to be unclean (Amos 7:17; Ezek. 4:13).” (Block)
Who are these creatures? (1:4-28) 
“Cherubim.” Divinely appointed guardians of the holiness of God. Their mission was to prevent anything unholy from coming into the presence of a holy God. They were indicators of the presence of Yahweh, the holy God of Israel, in the storm cloud.” (Cooper)
The Scroll Diet (2:8-3:3)
“(T)he event demonstrates the nature of the prophetic office. Ezekiel is not a psychopath, but a man filled, nourished, and empowered by the divine word. More than any other prophet, he will embody the message he proclaims, functioning as a sign of its reality and power (cf. 24:24). Herein lies the key to the prophet’s authority: he carries in his own body the word of God.” (Block)
2. Prophecies against Jerusalem, Judah, and the Temple (Ezekiel 4-24)
Ezekiel uses actions and objects to get the people’s attention throughout 4:1-5:4: a brick, cooking ingredients, a sword, 
Cooking with Dung (4:9-17)
NOTE: This is the only place in the Scripture that speaks of cooking with human dung. This might be in conjunction with the supply shortages for bread due to the exile. “Fortunately,” thanks to Ezekiel’s complaints, God allows him to use cow dung for the fire. 
Ezekiel really likes using the word “Abomination”- 45 times (in all forms of the root of the word) which is 400 percent more that in all the other Latter Prophets.  
“Who wants more dung?” (Ch.6) - The Hebrew word Ezekiel uses for “idols” means “dung heaps.” 
And now for some poetry (Ch.7)- we have our first poem of the book. 
8:1-11:25 reports a second vision focusing on the temple in Jerusalem and the sinful things that occurred in there. (14 months after the first)
9:1-11 A Mini Yet VIOLENT Passover – In this upside-down Passover, the executioners are sent to kill all who do NOT have the mark, including women and men, children. 
10:1-22 God’s Glory has left the city!
11:14-21 FINALLY a bit of good news: God will gather the people in exile. Another glimmer comes in 14:22-23.
False Prophets
13:10-16 “Weak Walls”- NOTE: Ezekiel’s biggest charge against the false prophets is lying to the people about reality. The image of a weak wall is a symbol of reality, which is made to look far stronger than it actually is by the whitewash applied by the false prophets. (Giere)
“Wristbands and Veils” (vv. 17-23) – The false female prophets would make wristbands that were associated with magic that would “bind” the wearer with the maker of the band. The veils were linked to black magic and, just like the wristbands, were used to gain control over the exiles. (Block)
Watch out, Women! 
Ezekiel’s words are often troubling and violent. Particularly troubling are the images of women (Chapters 16 and 23).  (Giere)
Ch. 16 God’s Faithless Bride- an allegory describing Jerusalem as God’s unfaithful wife. NOTE: Ancient cities were at times considered female partners of male deities. (Giere)
KEEP IN MIND: In the beginning of this chapter, God’s tone is anger and vengeance, but at the end that tone shifts to forgiveness. 

Two Eagles and the Vine (Ch. 17)
· Eagles- Nebuchadnezzar and Psametichus II (Egyptian Pharoah) 
· Vine- Zedekiah- who switched his allegiance from “Neb” to “Psam” 
“Who is responsible for the mess you are in? I’ll give you three guesses, and the first two don’t count!” - The people of Israel, especially the religious and political rulers, are fully responsible for their own actions. (Ch. 18)
Two Sisters (Ch. 23)- 
1. Oholah- “her tent”- Samaria- “
2. Oholibah- “my tent is in her” – Jerusalem
NOTE: The names refer to the places of worship in the cities.
The Boiling Pot (Ch. 24)- image used to describe “Neb’s” siege of Jerusalem, which began on January 15, 588 B.C.E. The boiling pot is Jerusalem filled with cooking flesh and bone.
PJ PONDERS: The book opens with judgments against Jerusalem and Israel (chapters 1-24). But then Ezekiel’s wife dies (24:15-27).  Does his wife dying signal a change in his message?
3. Prophecies against the Nations (Ezekiel 25-32)
All the nations surrounding Israel are judged including 
· Ammon, 
· Moab, 
· Edom, 
· Philistia, 
· Tyre, 
· Sidon, and 
· Egypt. 
NOTE: Babylon itself is not included in the judgments.
God will gather (29:13-16)- It is not just Israelites that God gathers. God promises to return the scattered Egyptians to their land after 40 years. (It ended up closer to 50 years)
The Lofty Cedar (Ch. 31)- Assyria is compared to a cedar tree of Lebanon. The tree was known for its height, beauty, and valuable wood. 

4. More Prophecies concerning Israel (Ezekiel 33-39)
And now a word of Restoration! Yay!
Ezekiel the Sentinel (Ch. 33)- As a sentinel, Ezekiel is obligated to warn the people of imminent danger from enemy tribes. In the same way, Ezekiel warns the people of their sinfulness. 
PJ PONDERS: verses 7-9 echo Jonah’s warning and prophecy to Nineveh (Jonah Ch. 3)
“As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live” (33:11)
LUTHER NOTE: This is Martin Luther’s favorite verse from Ezekiel. Luther understands God does not long for the death of sinners, rather God hopes that we sinners might turn in faith and receive not what we deserve (which is death) but what God desires (which is life). (Giere)
Ch. 34- God fires the false shepherds and takes ownership of the work. 
Ch. 37- The Valley of Dry Bones
“Dry Bones”- The community of exiles in Babylon. They have felt “dead” while in exile, but are now promised life. Christians often point to this passage as a reference to the resurrection of the dead. 
“Two Sticks”- Northern and Southern Kingdoms both destroyed and reunited into one stick.
Ch. 38-39 “Hello, My Name is Magog from the land of Gog”- There is no consensus who Magog is and where Gog is located. PJ PONDERS: Consider this the “Elihu” part of Ezekiel (Job).
5. Vision of Future Restoration (Ezekiel 40-48)
Stardate: April 28, 573 B.C.E.
NOTE: 
· The final chapters of the book are set after Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple are destroyed. 
· This vision comes 25 years after Ezekiel’s first prophecy in 597 B.C.E. and about 14 years after the destruction of Jerusalem.
God’s glory has returned to the city! (Ch. 43)
A Sacred River Runs Through It (Ch. 47)- Ezekiel shares this image to ignite the imaginations of all the hearers.
NOTE: This is the same imagery found in Revelation 22:1-5.
“Symbolically it presents a beautiful picture of God as the Source of life for a world that thirsts for spiritual truth, including forgiveness and salvation.” (Cooper)
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Skeleton Bones by John Mark McMillan
Ezekiel 

Peel back our ribs again
And stand inside of our chest.
We just wanna' love you
We just wanna' love you
Peel back the veil of time
And let us see you with our naked eyes
We just wanna' love you
We just wanna' love you
We want your blood to flow inside our body
We want your wind inside our lungs
We just wanna' love you
We just wanna' love you
Skeleton bones stand at the sound
Of eternity on the lips of the found
And gravestones roll
To the rhythm of the sound of you
Skeleton bones stand at the sound
Of eternity on the lips of the found
So separate those doors
And let the sun of resurrection in
Oh let us adore the
Son of Glory dressed in love
Open up your gates before him
Crown Him,
Stand Him up


