Matthew
Written by: “Matthew”- Early church leaders like Irenaeus, Papias, and Origen attribute its content to Matthew, an original follower of Jesus.
Written when: 80-100 CE (closer to 90). 
How did we get to that date?
· Matthew’s clear use of Mark, probably written sometime around 70 C.E. 
· the almost certain reflection of the 66-70 C.E. war and destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans (see 22:7). 
· The conflicts with Judaism evidenced in the text seem to reflect the dialogue with Judaism as it developed in the decades following the destruction of the temple. 
NOTE: It is the longest of the 4 Gospels (27 chapters)
OUTLINE:
I. Jesus, the promised Son (1:1-4:11)
II. Light dawns in the darkness (4:12-9:34)
III. The kingdom’s power in the midst of opposition and questions (9:35-16:12)
IV. God’s Son will suffer death and be raised (16:13-20:34)
V. Jesus in Jerusalem (21:1-25:46)
VI. Jesus’ death and resurrection (26:1-28:20)
Jesus, the promised Son (1:1-4:11)
Genealogy (Matthew 1:1-17) features a careful threefold structure of fourteen generations which links Jesus’ genealogy from (1) Abraham to (2) David to (3) Joseph, the husband of Mary.
NOTE: In an unusual move, there are FOUR women mentions in the genealogy 
1. Tamar-had twins by her father-in-law, Judah
2. Rahab- Canaanite prostitute who helped the Israelite spies in Jericho.
3. Ruth- Moabite married into the Jewish people.
4. Bathsheba-Mother of Solomon.
Why the emphasis on genealogy? (Barclay)
“The Jews set the greatest possible store on purity of lineage. If in any man there was the slightest element of foreign blood, he lost his right to be called a Jew and a member of the people of God. A priest, for instance, was bound to produce an unbroken record of his pedigree stretching back to Aaron; and, if he married, the woman he married must produce her pedigree for at least five generations back.”
Forgiveness is a big theme in Matthew.
Young Jesus
The Birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (Matthew 1:18-25)
With the genealogy connection made, the Angel can rightfully call Joseph “son of David.”
Mary- “A virgin”- most likely between the ages of 12-16.
Joseph’s Dilemma (or The Three Steps in a Normal Jewish Marriage in the First Century) (Barclay)
“(1) There was the engagement. The engagement was often made when the couple were only children. It was usually made through the parents, or through a professional matchmaker. And it was often made without the couple involved ever having seen each other. Marriage was held to be far too serious a step to be left to the dictates of the human heart.
(2) There was the betrothal. The betrothal was what we might call the ratification of the engagement into which the couple had previously entered. At this point the engagement, entered into by the parents or the matchmaker, could be broken if the girl was unwilling to go on with it. But once the betrothal was entered into, it was absolutely binding. It lasted for one year. During that year, the couple were known as husband and wife, although they had not the rights of husband and wife. It could not be terminated in any other way than by divorce. In the Jewish law, we frequently find what is to us a curious phrase. A girl whose fiancé had died during the year of betrothal is called ‘a virgin who is a widow’. It was at this stage that Joseph and Mary were. They were betrothed; and if Joseph wished to end the betrothal, he could do so in no other way than by divorce; and in that year of betrothal, Mary was legally known as his wife.
(3) The third stage was the marriage proper, which took place at the end of the year of betrothal.”
What were Joseph’s options? (R.T. France)
“The law as then understood required the termination of the engagement in the case of “adultery;” in OT times the penalty for adultery was stoning (Deut 22:13–24)…But by the first century (when Roman rule had abolished Jewish death penalties) divorce was the normal course…As a law-abiding man Joseph would be expected to repudiate his errant fiancée publicly in a trial for adultery …The resultant dilemma suggests to him the course, still legally correct but also more compassionate, of a “private” annulment of the contract, avoiding a public accusation of adultery and the resultant trial; the Mishnah allows for the divorce of a suspected adulteress before just two witnesses though it is hard to see how this could long be kept secret from a society aware of the original engagement.”
Dream 1: Joseph listens
“Do Not Be Afraid”- a phrase AND belief found in BOTH the Old Testament and the Gospels.
Visit of the Wise Men (Matthew 2:1-12)
“Wise Men”- “Magi” Persian wise men and priests, who were experts in astrology, interpretation of dreams and various other occult arts.
“Herod the Great” 
· Ruled Judea 37-4 B.C.E. 
· A superb military leader who secured control of the region in cooperation with Rome. 
· Known for his extensive building projects, 
· Completely remodeled the Jerusalem temple. 
· Designed Caesarea and other cities. 
· Built palaces at Jerusalem, Masada, and elsewhere.
Dream 2: The Wise Men listen.
The Escape to Egypt and Return (Matthew 2:13-23)
Dream 3: Joseph listens (again).
Herod and The Innocents 
R.T. France: “Herod’s later years, as Josephus records them, were dominated by the obsessive defense of his throne, with the royal family of the Hasmoneans as the most immediate threat. 
Herod’s Hit List:
· Antigonus and Hyrcanus (predecessors) w/ large numbers of their supporters 
· All remaining members of the Hasmonean family; 
· Those Hasmoneans directly related to Herod by marriage, 
· his brother-in-law, 
· mother-in-law and 
· even his favorite wife Mariamne. 
· His three eldest sons were also killed on suspicion of plotting to seize their father’s throne, 
· Alexander and Aristobulus as Mariamne’s sons and 
· Antipater who had married a Hasmonean princess. 
“Outside the Hasmonean family we hear more generally of Herod’s ruthless suppression of political suspects, relying on espionage. On one occasion earlier in his reign he faced an assassination attempt, and the ten conspirators were executed together with their families, and such conspiracies and disloyalty, real or imagined, became a more frequent feature of his later years between 7 and 4 B.C. Less directly related to a threat to his throne, but a further testimony to Herod’s remembered character, is his alleged plan (fortunately not carried out) to have all the Jewish nobility slaughtered at the time of his own death to ensure that mourning was genuine. Several of these incidents involved the execution of large numbers of prominent citizens, and in some cases their families and supporters too were included. In such a setting the murder of a few infants in a small village in order to eliminate a suspected dynastic rival is quite in character.
NOTE: “Christian tradition has, of course, inflated the number of babies involved in the “massacre” into several thousands. Estimates of the total population of Bethlehem in the first century are generally under 1,000, which would mean that the number of male children up to two years old at any one time could hardly be more than 20, even allowing for “all its district.” Terrible as such a slaughter would be for the local community, it is not on a scale to match the more spectacular assassinations recorded by Josephus.” (France)
Jesus and John (3:1-17)
Repent: “change one’s mind; feel remorse, repent, be converted(in a variety of relationships (in this case with God.”
Connections to OT/The voice (Creation voice)
· Gen 1:1: - “Let there be light”
· Matthew 3:17: “This is my Son.”
Jesus and The Devil (4:1-11) / Jesus Is Tested by the Devil in the Wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11)
Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness where he demonstrates his obedience and trust in God’s word in the face of three trial assaults by the devil.
The Devil loses this round but stays just off screen to keep his eye on Jesus.
Light dawns in the darkness (4:12-9:34)
Jesus Begins His Ministry in Galilee (Matthew 4:12-17)
· After John’s arrest Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee that fulfills the prophecy regarding “light dawning in the darkness.”
Call of the First Disciples (Matthew 4:18-22)
· Jesus calls two sets of brother fishermen (Simon Peter and Andrew; James and John) 
Jesus’ Galilean Ministry: Proclaiming in Word and Deed (Matthew 4:23-9:38)
· Like the birth narrative, this narrative section is carefully structured to reveal Jesus as Messiah in word and deed. 
Framing summaries surround the two major sections, 
1. Jesus as teacher, 
2. Jesus as healer of every disease.
Discourse 1 (of 5): Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-7:29)
NOTE: This is the first of five major discourses of Jesus in Matthew.
1. The Beatitudes
2. Salt and Light
3. The Law and the Prophets
4. The Concerns
a. Anger
b. Adultery
c. Divorce
d. Oaths
e. Retaliation
i. Love for Enemies
f. Almsgiving
g. Prayer
h. Fasting
i. Treasures
5. The Sound Eye
6. Two Masters
7. Do Not Worry (Proverbs by Jesus)
8. Judging Others
9. Profaning the Holy
10. Ask, Search, Knock
11. The Golden Rule
12. The Narrow Gate 
13. A Tree and Its Fruit
14. Another Concern (Self-Deception)
15. Hearers and Doers
Cycle of Nine Miracles (Matthew 8:1-9:34)
3 Cycles/3 Miracles: 
1. Jesus heals a centurion’s servant, and Peter’s mother-in-law; 
2. Jess calms a storm and heals two demoniacs and a paralytic;
3. Jesus heals a woman who touches his garment along with a young maiden who has died, two blind men, and a demoniac who is also mute. 
NOTE: Each cycle is interspersed with call stories about following Jesus.
The kingdom’s power in the midst of opposition and questions (9:35-16:12)
Discourse 2 (of 5) The Call and Mission of the Disciples. 
· Jesus now calls his disciples and sends them out in mission.
John’s Question and the Gathering Conflict (Matthew 11:1-12:45)
“Are you really him?” AKA “We need some affirmation, Mr. Jesus.”
NOTE: There is a growing offense at Jesus due to: 
· remarks on the ministry of John, 
· woes to the unrepentant, 
· challenges to Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath (“Jesus is in league with Satan!”), and 
· remarks on a generation that will receive only the sign of Jonah.
Discourse 3 (of 5) Teaching in Parables: 
Parable: stories with a point (not to entertain or amuse).
NOTE: There are 23 parables in Matthew. 
Parables of the Kingdom: Treasures New and Old (Matthew 13:1-53)
1. The sower, 
2. The weeds, 
3. The mustard seed, 
4. Yeast, 
5. Hidden treasure, 
6. A merchant, 
7. A net 
Ministry in Galilee and Gentile Territory: Growing Opposition (Matthew 14:1-15:39)
Death of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-12)
“HEROD”- Kenneth Berding
1. Herod the Great: Christmas story
2. Herod Archelaus: Joseph to Nazareth instead of Bethlehem because of him
3. Herod Antipas: Killed John the Baptist
4. Herod Philip: Ruled area north and east of Galilee
5. Herod Agrippa I: Eaten by worms
6. Herod Agrippa II: Trial of Paul in Caesarea
Feeding the Five Thousand (Matthew 14:13-21)
Jesus Walks on Water (Matthew 14:22-33)
· Jesus reprimands them for their “little faith.”
Pharisees and Scribes Protest: On Clean and Unclean (Matthew 15:1-20)
· The Pharisees and scribes protest Jesus and his disciples for their failure to follow tradition. 
· Jesus responds with discussion of their hypocrisy regarding matters that come from within and from the heart.
Hypocrite- actor, pretender, dissembler
Hypocrites (John Nolland) “Though it was originally a metaphor from the theatre (‘play actors’), it is doubtful whether this imagery remained active in first-century Greek usage…but the common core has to do with some kind of falseness in relation to virtue or piety.” 
Canaanite Woman’s Faith (Matthew 15:21-28) (match with Centurion’s faith)

Feeding the Four Thousand (Matthew 15:32-39)

Ministry in Galilee: Peter’s Confession and Jesus’ Foretelling of His Passion (Matthew 16:1-17:27)
Caesarea Philippi- WHY is this important? (Barclay)
“There can have been few districts with more religious associations than Caesarea Philippi.
(1) The area was scattered with temples of the ancient Syrian Baal-worship…Here was a place beneath the shadow of the ancient gods.
(2) Near to Caesarea Philippi there rose a great hill, in which was a deep cavern; and that cavern was said to be the birthplace of the great god Pan, the god of nature…The legends of the gods of Greece gathered around Caesarea Philippi.
(3) Further, that cave was said to be the place where the sources of the Jordan sprang to life…The very idea that this was the place where the River Jordan had its source would make it highly evocative of all the memories of Jewish history. The ancient faith of Judaism would be in the air for anyone who was a devout and pious Jew.
(4) There was a great temple of white marble built to the godhead of Caesar. It had been built by Herod the Great…Later it was Philip, Herod’s son, who further beautified and enriched the temple, changed the name of Panias to Caesarea — Caesar’s town — and added his own name — Philippi, which means of Philip — to distinguish it from the Caesarea on the coasts of the Mediterranean. Still later, Herod Agrippa was to call the place Neroneas in honour of the Emperor Nero. No one could look at Caesarea Philippi, even from the distance, without seeing that pile of glistening marble, and thinking of the might and of the divinity of Rome.
There are few scenes where Jesus’ consciousness of his own divinity shines out with a more dazzling light.”
Jesus now questions his disciples about the Son of Man. Peter responds with his central confession that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus remarks that this confession is sign of God’s blessing and the foundational rock for his church. 
Peter the Rock (Roman Catholic/Protestant)
RC- Peter- Rock- Bishop-Lineage
Protestant- The rock Jesus builds on is the confession Peter makes. Peter is not the rock, but the first stone of the whole Church.
NOTE: Twice Jesus foretells his coming passion, death, and resurrection. 
Transfiguration (Moses, Elijah) – The Voice again (from Genesis and the Baptism)

God’s Son will suffer death and be raised (16:13-20:34)
Ministry in Galilee: Peter’s Confession and Jesus’ Foretelling of His Passion (Matthew 16:1-17:27)
Discourse 4 (of 5) Jesus’ Teaching: A New Community of Forgiveness. (Matthew 18:1-35)
· “What will greatness in the kingdom look like?”
· Jesus calls for the practice of forgiving love that is empowered by the Father’s presence. 
· “Give Me A Number”- 77 times (“seventy times seven”)- “completeness.”
Jesus’ Ministry in Judea: On the Way to Jerusalem (Matthew 19:1-20:34)
Jesus has foretold his passion and now leaves Galilee and turns toward Jerusalem. 
On the way he engages in teaching about discipleship on various issues: on 
· divorce, 
· the blessing of children, 
· keeping the commandments, 
· the danger of riches, 
· the rewards of discipleship. 
Jesus in Jerusalem (21:1-25:46)
Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem before the Passion (Matthew 21:1-23:39)
Jesus enters Jerusalem amid a riotous celebration of him as the coming Son of David. 
His cleansing of the temple soon arouses the anger of the leaders.
Parables (that the leaders recognize are about them):
· They recognize the parables of the two sons, 
· of the wicked tenants, 
· of the wedding banquet.
Discourse 5 (of 5) On the End of the Age: Faithful Waiting for the Son of Man.  (Matthew 24:1-25:46)

Three uniquely Matthean parables about the exercise of discipleship in this time of waiting: 
1. The ten bridesmaids, 
2. The talents, 
3. The judgment of the sheep and goats 
Jesus’ death and resurrection (26:1-28:20)
The Passion of Jesus Messiah (Matthew 26:1-27:66)
The Resurrection and Great Commission (Matthew 28:1-20)
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