Isaiah 
Written and compiled by several prophets and editors over From 742 B.C.E. – 538 B.C.E.
· The first part of the book is ascribed to Isaiah, son of Amoz (eighth-century B.C.E.) + 
· Second part of the book (containing prophetic messages addressed to people in the time of the Babylonian exile) + 
· Post-exile =
· A cohesive message and purpose despite all its diversity
Isaiah- son of Amoz, who prophesied in Jerusalem, 
The prophets of the eighth century B.C.E.- preachers who boldly proclaimed God’s word of judgment against the economic, social, and religious disorders of their time
· Isaiah
· Amos, 
· Hosea, 
· Micah
Isaiah portrays God as Judge (Law) and Comforter (Gospel)
DYK Isaiah is the LONGEST of the prophet books.
DYK The New Testament quotes Isaiah more than any other prophet
OUTLINE:
I. Book 1 (Isaiah 1:1-33:24)
II. Transition (Isaiah 34:1-39:8)
a. (Chapters 1-39) (742 – 700) 
b. “Rely Only on God”
III. Book 2 (Isaiah 40:1-55:13)
a. (587-538) 
b. “Words of Comfort”
IV. Book 3 (Isaiah 56:1-66:24)
a. (538) 
b. “Welcome Back”
“(T)he problem Isaiah sees isn’t merely that their worship followed humanly devised forms. It’s that their minds are miles away from Yahweh…From his first chapter, Isaiah has been concerned about the way Israel could be enthusiastic in its worship, but there’s a disjunction between this enthusiasm and the life it lives outside the temple.”- John Goldingay

Book 1 (Isaiah 1:1-33:24) (First Isaiah)
Contains oracles of judgment and hope by Isaiah of Jerusalem.
NOTE: Additional prophetic oracles were added when the book was put together at a later date.
Words of Judgment, Words of Hope (Isaiah 1:1-12:6)
Isaiah 1:1-31- “Why do you people rebel?”
The book begins with an announcement of judgment against God’s rebellious people.                  This judgment 1) calls Israel to repentance and 2) produces God’s own lament.
1:2 “they have rebelled against me” 66:24 “the people who have rebelled against me”- The book begins and ends with the same phrase about “rebelling.” 
1:2-20 God’s Lawsuit (God [The Plaintiff] vs. The People [The Defendants])
· God calls on the heavens and the earth as witnesses.
· God accuses and judges the people as guilty in a fair and open hearing.
1:2-20 God’s Tears 
· God’s sadness is common to the lament psalms in the Bible.
· God is sad that Israel has forsaken the Lord.
· God asks “Why, Israel?” rather than Israel asking the “Why, God?” 
1:4 “the Holy One of Israel”- favorite title for God in Isaiah
· Used 25 times in the book.
· Used only 6 times elsewhere in the Bible.
1:10 “Rulers of Sodom”/ “People of Gomorrah – names used in the Bible to designate wickedness.
1:11-15 God’s “Hate” Speech
“Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates;”

John Oswalt on “Sacrificial Tendencies”: 
“The tendency of the Hebrew people is easily understood. Throughout the history of religion, the trend has always been to maximize the physical while minimizing the spiritual. The physical aspects of religion are observable and, to some extent, measurable, whereas the spiritual aspects are very difficult to measure...But the Israelites’ problem was further compounded by the prevailing view of cult during their time…the understanding was that a representative and the person or thing being represented could become identical if proper procedures were followed. Thus, the sacrificial animal could become the sinner, and in the animal’s death the sinner died. No repentance, no change of behavior was necessary. What was necessary was that the procedure be followed exactly…This capacity to make a distinction between the symbol and that which is symbolized is of critical importance for the understanding of Hebrew religion. Nevertheless, when surrounded by religions that promised automatic propitiation and blessing without commitment or ethical change, it was very easy for the Israelites to slip back into the mode where precision of ritual and careful attention to type and numbers of sacrifices made it possible for people to feel, think, and do whatever they wished. This was the kind of religion to which Isaiah and the other prophets objected. Of what use to God were sacrifices and festivals, sabbaths and blood, if they were not accompanied by the kind of devotion that manifested itself in lives lived according to his holiness?”
1:16-17 What Does God Desire?
· Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean:
· remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes,
· cease to do evil,
· learn to do good:
· seek justice,
· rescue the oppressed,
· defend the orphan,
· plead for the widow.
1:18-20 Your sins shall be white like snow.
“Though your sins are in the highest degree deserving of punishments and death, they will be worthy of righteousness and faith; and though they are worms, they will not bite you.” (Martin Luther) 
Words of Hope and Warning (Isaiah 2:1-5:30)
2:1 Superscription (which is odd since we just had one in 1:1) signals the beginning of specific prophecies.
NOTE: This section opens with a strong word of promise, but most of the oracles found in this section announce judgment against Judah.
2:2-4 “The mountain of the Lord’s house…swords into plowshares” – a promise of Hope (also seen in 9:2-7 and 11:1-9).
Gary V. Smith on why mountains were important symbols of power:
“The geographical setting of the historical city of Jerusalem is located on a lower mountain than the Mount of Olives to the east, which might imply something of an inferior status in the eyes of some ancient people. In the ancient Near Eastern world temples were usually built on the highest place available, so they would be closer to heaven. This new exaltation of God’s dwelling place will symbolically demonstrate to the nations the superior glory and greatness of God. Although the city of Jerusalem was an important political place with a great deal of gold and military strength during the reign of Uzziah (2:7), at that time the glories of God’s dwelling place were not valued as highly as the accomplishments of mankind (2:6-22). In the future that situation will change when the majestic glory of God comes to dwell on his throne, removes every false source of trust and pride, and God alone is exalted (2:11, 17).” 
Swords/Plowshares: weapons of war turned into weapons of peace.
2:5 “come, let us walk”- Isaiah exhorts his own people in Jerusalem to follow the example of the foreign nations of the future who will come to God. (Smith)
2:6-22 The Prideful will be humbled- The Bible speaks often of the reversal of all things that occur when God appears. In this section, the proud and arrogant will be humbled. In particular, the pride of idolatry that places things, images, and self above God is condemned. 
2:12 The Lord of hoses has a day- NOTE: “The day of the Lord” is a common theme in the writings of the prophets. It means a time when God will come to judge the earth and make all things right. 
2:17 PRIDE- Throughout the Bible, “Pride” is included among the greatest of human faults. It is seen as the flaw that led to the original sin in Genesis. In this text: Pride = putting self before everything and everyone else, including God. 
NOTE: Not all pride is bad: Isaiah 4:2; 2 Cor. 7:4; Gal. 6:4; Heb. 3:6)
3:13-4:1 “Your Honor, if I may”- God- The Lord argues His case. God says the leaders (the elders and church leaders) have failed in their fundamental duty:
1. To ensure justice for all
2. To care for those in need 
“(The sin of the leaders) is that they have abused the trust given them (v. 14). This understanding of the function of the rulers is very important for an understanding of Israel’s kingship. The king is not absolute; he is not God incarnate, able to make his own laws. Thus, kingship was not privilege but responsibility, the responsibility of building up God’s people.”- Oswalt
NOTE: The descriptions of the rich clothing and accessories (ex. 3:16-23) calls attention to the affluence of eight century Judah and Jerusalem. 
4:2-6 And yet there is hope (The Remnant)- Jerusalem will be purified and restored.
Goldingay gives this beautiful reflection on this passage: “The Bible often pictures Israel as like a tree, so Israel’s judgment is like the felling of a tree. Here God promises that the felling of the tree won’t be the end. God will make new growth come from the felled tree. Indeed, this new growth will be more splendid than anything one could imagine (again there’s a parallel with that earlier vision of a new Jerusalem). The people there may be only survivors, only leftovers, but they have survived; it means they’re people who have been written down for life. They’re the nucleus of a holy people, a people whom God is marking off in connection with his purpose as the holy one. They will be a people whom God has cleansed. They will experience the kind of protection that Israel experienced on its original journey to the promised land.”
4:5- “Cloud and smoke and fire”- Such imagery also refers to the column of smoke and fire that rises from the Temple altar during sacrifice to signify the LORD’s presence. Here the smoke and fire forms a protective canopy for the restored city. (Sweeney)
4:6 “Pavilion” - sometimes understood metaphorically as a wedding canopy to symbolize the restored marriage between the LORD and Daughter Zion.
5:1-7 The Song (Parable) of the Unfruitful Vineyard 
NOTE: Nathan’s parable (story) accusing King David works the same way as this parable.
Watch the Wordplay: Justice/bloodshed, righteousness/cries of the suffering.
“Wild grapes” (5:2) are bitter, sour, and unusable. 
The unproductive vineyard = the people of Israel
5:8-24- A Bad Case of the Ah’s 
The oracles used in this passage are introduced with the interjection word “Ah” which in Hebrew can be translated “Alas,” “Oh,” “Ha!” or “Woe.” 
NOTE: Ah is used 21 times in Isaiah.
NOTE: “Ah” almost always introduces a word of divine judgment. 
The oracles in this chapter condemn:
· Taking of property at the expense of others 
· Drunkenness
· Scoffing at God’s work
· Confusing good and evil
· Conceit
· Taking bribes
5:24-30 An Invasion Is Coming (Forewarning)
· Assyria > Israel (722 BCE)
· Babylon > Judah (587 BCE)
The Story and Mission of the Prophet (Isaiah 6:1-9:7)
The Call of Isaiah (Chapters 6-8) occurs roughly 742 to 736 BCE.
Seraphs- heavenly beings in the form of winged snakes
	NOTE: Seraph is root word that describes the serpents in Numbers 21:8
“Holy, holy, holy” the never-ending song of heaven in Revelation 4:8.
The “Here I Ams”- common response of those addressed by God throughout the Bible
1. Abraham (Gen. 22:1)
2. Jacob (Gen. 31:11)
3. Moses (Exod. 3:4)
4. Samuel (1 Sam. 3:4)
5. Isaiah (Isa. 6:8)
6. Mary (Lk. 1:38)
“Go and Say” (6:9) a “double command” often repeated in the Bible which is the essential work of the prophet (obediently go to God’s destination and then speak faithfully what God says).
· Examples in Exod. 6:10-11; 2 Sam. 7:4-5; Jonah 3:2; Matt. 11:14; Acts 5:20.
7:1-9 The Syro-Ephraimite War (735-732 BCE)
· Israel (The Northern Kingdom/Ephraim) teamed up with Syria to attack Judah (The Southern Kingdom)
· King Ahaz (Judah) turns to Assyria for help (instead of God)
· Assyria would eventually turn on Judah
7:14 Immanuel- “God is with us” (Hebrew)
· The Septuagint translated “young woman” as “virgin” which enabled Matthew to use this promise to point to Mary’s virgin conception of Jesus (Matt. 1:23)
“The New Testament uses the Old not so much as literal proof of the New Testament fulfillment, but as a living word of God that can serve as the basis for a new ‘sermon; or new proclamation for what the God of Israel is doing now in the life of Jesus and his followers.”- Gaiser (LSB)
8:1 Maher-shalal-hash-baz – “The spoil speeds, the prey hastens.” (Ominous, much?)
Within a year, both Syria and Samaria will fall to the Assyrians. 
8:3 Prophetess- HERE seems to mean Isaiah’s wife, HOWEVER there were women prophets in Israel, such as:
· Miriam (Exod. 15:20)
· Deborah (Judg. 4:4)
· Huldah (2 Kgs. 22:14)
· Noadiah (Neh. 6:14)
8:11-22 Conspiracy Theory 
· A central message of Isaiah is security is to be found in God alone, not in human alliances and conspiracies. Gaiser (LSB)
9:1-7 A Great Light (A New Future King)
NOTE: “Wonderful Counselor,” “Mighty God,” “Everlasting Father,” “Prince of Peace” were names given to the king at his coronation.
9:8-10:4 God is STILL very, very angry
10:5-19 Arrogant Assyria 
NOTE: God used Assyria as a tool of judgment against Israel, but Assyria chose to take its destruction much too far and thus is judged harshly by God. God will eventually turn his anger away from the Remnant (the survivors of Israel) and destroy Assyria. 
11:1-9 The Peaceful Kingdom
“Little child” – “This mention of the child fits one of the recurring themes of chs. 7–12: a child, not a strutting monarch, is the one whom God chooses to rule this world’s great. In innocence, simplicity, and faith lie the salvation of a globe grown old in sophistication, cynicism, and violence.” (Oswalt)
11:10-16 Israel and Judah, reunited and it will feel so good (and feel so bad for their enemies)
“The Signal”- “banner,” “standard,” “signal pole.”
“The contrast with 5:26 is one of these. There God raises an (signal) to call the nations to the dismemberment of his people. Here he raises another (signal) to call his people home. Once again, the prophet emphasizes God’s dependability.” (Oswalt)
12:1-6 a series of doxologies (to close this section of the book). 
Oracles against Foreign Nations (Isaiah 13:1-23:18)
NOTE: Like many prophets, Isaiah is given messages or oracles against foreign nations.  
God is the God of the entire world, not just Israel. God’s judgment, like God’s salvation, extends to all peoples
This section includes oracles against major centers of power like:
· Babylon, (Ch. 13-14:23)
· A major world power at a later period
· Babylon succeeds Assyria as the major enemy in chs. 40–55.
· At the time of this oracle, less-empowered Babylon was involved in the 8th Century events described by Isaiah.
· 14:12-14 Day Star…Zaphon:  “The names Day Star and son of Dawn draw on divine names known from Canaanite mythology. “Day Star” was translated as “Lucifer” in Latin, and the passage was later understood to refer to Satan’s fall from heaven. The taunt song apparently reflects mythological references to failed attempts by gods to challenge the rule of the chief god (see also Ezek 28; Ps 82). Zaphon is the mythological northern mountain of Baal in Canaanite mythology; it is identified with Mount Zion in Ps 48.2.” (Sweeney)
· “The wilderness of the sea,” (21:1)
· “The Chaldeans” (23:13) 
· Assyria, (14:24-27); (30:27-33)
· Philistia, (14:28-32)
· NOTE: Oracle dated about 715 BCE.
· NOTE: Oracles vs. the nations are not random but refer to peoples in the events of Isaiah’s time.
· Moab, (15:1-16:14)
· NOTE: Dibon, Nebo, Medeba and Heshbon were ancient Moabite cities.
· Damascus, (17:1-14)
· Capital of Syria
· In alliance with Israel (The Northern Kingdom)- Thus, the judgment.
· Ethiopia, (18:1-7)
· Egypt, (19:1-17), (30:1-5), (31:1-3)
· NEWS FLASH- The Egyptians are human, they are not God!
· Dumah (21:11-12)
· a major oasis in the Arabian Desert conquered by the Assyrian King Sennacherib in 689 BCE. 
· Seir is a name for Edom, located southeast of the Dead Sea. 
· “The desert plain,” (21:13-17)
· The Hebrew text refers to Arabia, including the Arabian Desert situated to the east of Transjordan, to the west of Babylon, and south into the Arabian Peninsula. 
· The cities of Dedan and Tema were located in the northwestern Arabian Peninsula south of Edom or Seir.
· “The valley of vision.” (22:1-14)
· Jerusalem
· The term is meant as a pun on the name of the Kidron Valley that defines the eastern boundary of biblical Jerusalem. Kidron means “darkness” or “gloom,” and Isaiah’s use of the term valley of vision to refer to the site is a play that reverses the meaning of the valley’s name to designate it as a site of vision or revelation concerning the LORD’s intentions for the city of Jerusalem.
· “The prophet accuses the people of making every preparation for defense except for the one that could save them: turning to God (22:8-11) (Gaiser)
· Tyre, (23:1-18)
· Major Phoenician seaport and trading center in Lebanon
· “You forgotten prostitute!” - Because Tyre trades with many nations, she is disparaged as a prostitute, but ultimately her merchandise will be dedicated God (Sweeney)
BONUS JUDGMENT FOR SHEBNA! (22:15-25) Shebna was Hezekiah’s chief steward who is removed from office due to his arrogance and replaced by Eliakim (who later fails as well).

A few brief words of hope and restoration are scattered through the chapters.
14:1-2 “The Lord will again choose Israel.”
19:18-25 Assyria, Egypt, and Israel will all worship God together
20:1-6 Isaiah in a one man play “A Little Nudity Never Hurt Anyone”
· NOTE: Prophets frequently engaged in symbolic actions to impress their message on the viewers’ minds and hearts (and in Isaiah’s case…their eyes).
· Ex: Jeremiah wore a yoke to symbolize Israel’s coming slavery to Babylon (Jer. 27:2-22)
The Isaiah “Apocalypse” (Isaiah 24:1-27:13)
These chapters contain universal judgment which was often found in later apocalyptic literature. They are considered written later than other parts of the book. 
The Difference between Biblical Prophecy (BP) and Apocalyptic Literature (AL) (by Gaiser)
BP 
· generally linked to historical times and places, usually in the present or near future.
· Provides a theological interpretation of actual events.
AL
· Moves to cosmic themes.
· Often refers to things seemingly impossible in history as we know it, examples:
· The total devastation of the earth (24:3-4)
· The involvement of sun and moon (24:23)
· The end of death (25:8; 26:19)
· The destruction of heavenly beings (24:21) 
· The destruction of mythic monsters (27:1)
The texts foresee the desolation of the whole earth, but also God’s feast for all peoples on the holy mountain, where God “will swallow up death forever.” Judah sings and looks forward to God’s ultimate deliverance.
25:1-5 We interrupt this Apocalypse with a Psalm that praises God:
· for overturning the powerful
· for becoming a “refuge for the poor” (a strong theme among the 8th century prophets)
25:6-10 We interrupt this Apocalypse with Dinner!
26:1-6 A praise song of victory
26:7-19 A song of lament 
“O Just One” (26:7) a direct title of name of God (and it is found only here).
BIG TIME NOTE! “Your dead shall live” (26:19) Isaiah makes one of the rare Old Testament promises of resurrection. The common OT view was that death brought the end of all meaningful life. Other places where resurrection is promised (or at least hinted): Psalms 16:10; 139:8, Ezek. 37:1-14; Dan. 12:2-3).
27:2-6 The Vineyard Song Part 2 (echoes of 5:1-7): this time the Lord keeps and watches over the vineyard.
Oracles regarding Judah and Israel (Isaiah 28:1-33:24)
28:1-129
Drunkards- the corrupt court rulers, priests, and prophets of Israel and Judah 
Proud Garland- 2 Possibilities
1. Garlands of flowers worn on the heads of drunken partygoers. They had looked so attractive at first, but as the night wears on, neither flowers nor wearers look attractive anymore. 
2. Another garland which is set at the head of a fertile valley. This refers to Samaria, whose walls crowned a lovely hill in the middle of a rich valley leading out toward the coast. “Like the faded garland, Samaria’s time of loveliness is gone. The Assyrians are at the gates and it is only a matter of time until the end.” (Oswalt)
The prophet continues to announce God’s judgment on the corrupt leaders and practices of Israel and Judah. God’s children are seen as rebellious because they rely on foreign nations and military power rather than on God; nevertheless, God holds out a firm promise of deliverance that closes the section.
Precept upon precept- “Blah, blah, blah.”
Foundation stone- a place of safety.
The Line and the Plummet- used to check the straightness of a wall.
29:1-24
Ariel- “lion of God” or “altar hearth”/ a poetic name for Jerusalem. 
29:1-16- Describes the siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrian armies (701 BCE). 
29:17-24 Good times are a’comin’.
“God’s judgment is only a momentary prelude to God’s everlasting mercy.” (Gaiser)
32:1-8 SHIFTING GEARS FROM JUDGMENT TO HOPE
33:1-16 The Destroyer- Assyria (First Isaiah)/Babylon (Second and Third Isaiah)
Transition (Isaiah 34:1-39:8)
This section of the book includes material that looks back to the period of Book 1 and anticipates the time of Book 2.
The Time to Come: Judgment and Renewal (Isaiah 34:1-35:10)
34:1-17 Divine Warrior- God
35:1-10 “I am the Highway.”
“Throughout Isaiah, the highway theme is used in a variety of ways as a symbol of diving deliverance…(relating) back to God’s providing a way through the sea and through the desert at the exodus.” (Gaiser)
“Christ is the highway that connects us and leads us back to God.” (Conrad)
Looking Back, Looking Ahead (Isaiah 36:1-39:8)
36:1-37:38 King Sennacherib attacks aka STORY TIME!
NOTE: Material is similar to 2 Kings 18:13-20:19.
Sennacherib- “Trust me, Judah!”	Hezekiah- “No! Trust God!”
38:7-8 The Shadow Cast by the Declining Sun- “This action is diametrically opposite to Ahaz’s refusal to accept a sign when one was offered. Hezekiah wished to trust God, Ahaz did not.” (Oswalt)
39:1-8 Here comes Babylon!
Book 2 (Isaiah 40:1-55:13)
Book 2 contains messages of comfort and encouragement to the exilic community in Babylon (587 B.C.E.) by an unknown prophet, sometimes called “Second Isaiah” or “Isaiah of Babylon.”
Comfort My People (Isaiah 40:1-31)
"Comfort, O comfort my people” (1:1)- “The opening words (are) expressed to someone who is grieving over the death of a family member (Gen. 24:67; 37:35; 2 Sam. 10:2; Jer. 16:7). Furthermore, these are the words spoken to my people by your God…No more is it the scornful “this people” of 6:9 or 8:6. Whatever the breaches of covenant “this people” may have committed, and however grievous the punishments the nation will have suffered, the descendants of Abraham and Jacob need not fear that God will forget his promises to their ancestors.” (Oswalt)
“She has served her term” (1:2)- The exile is over.
NOTE: The exile was seen by Isaiah and the prophets as the penalty for Judah’s many sins including:
· Trusting in foreign powers,
· Worshiping idols,
· Neglecting the needs of the poor.
40:3-5 God’s Highway- the roadways that led into Babylon for festivals are now leading the people out of Babylon for God’s way.
40:9 “Herald” or “Hey look, y’all! God’s coming!” - in the Greek OT (Septuagint), defined as “evangelist.” The herald is the sentinel watching for who would approach the city.  
40:12-31 “The likeness of God”- in Genesis 1:26, humankind is made in the likeness of God. In 2nd Isaiah, God is compared to many human “likenesses”:
· Shepherd (40:11)
· Warrior (42:13)
· Mother (45:10)
· Father (45:10)
· Friend (41:8)
· Potter (45:9-10)
· Redeemer (41:14)
· Helper (41:10)
· Lover (43:4)
· Nurse (49:15)
· Husband (54:5)
NOTE: 2nd Isaiah uses these examples as a way to redefine God for a people in exile who have lost faith. 
“But God will not allow being compared to things “above,” that is, to other gods or spirits, idols, stars, or moon, or sun.”- Gaiser
“I Am About To Do a New Thing” (Isaiah 41:1-48:22)
God announces the new exodus. It will be like what God has done in the past, yet it will be totally new.
Summoning the Victor (Isaiah 41:1-29)
“Coastlands” (41:1 and other chapters)- “the nations”
“The victor from the East”- Cyrus of Persia. 
NOTE: God calls Israel a “friend” and “servant” in 41:8-9. 
Introducing the Servant (Isaiah 42:1-12)
Four Servant Songs are found in 2nd Isaiah:
1. 42:1-4
2. 49:1-6
3. 50:4-11
4. 52:13-53:12
NOTE: Christian readers view the Servant as Jesus, Jewish readers view the Servant as Israel. In the songs, the servant is given a particular commission or task that sounds might be associated with an individual and not a group. 
NOTE: God is called Redeemer THIRTEEN times in 2nd Isaiah but not at all in 1st Isaiah. 
“I love you” (43:4)- Only time said by God in the Old Testament.
“I Am” (43:11)- 2nd Isaiah has 24 “I Am” statements in this section. They not only declare God’s power and glory but also God’s loving and personal care. 
A New Exodus (Isaiah 42:13-43:28)
“Like a dread warrior…a woman in labor”- Both are images of strength, both crying out in the effort to accomplish God’s mission. 
God, Not Idols! (Isaiah 44:1-22)
God, who formed Israel in the womb, promises continued care and deliverance, unlike the lifeless and useless idols that are seen to be a fraud.
The Call of Cyrus (Isaiah 44:23-45:19)
Cyrus, the Persian ruler, who allowed Jewish exiles to return home and was chosen by God to free the people. Cyrus is God’s “shepherd,” even God’s “anointed,” sent to do God’s saving work. God even professes love for Cyrus in 48:14-16
Idols Cannot Save; Babylon Cannot Stand (Isaiah 45:20-48:22)
A Light to the Nations (Isaiah 49:1-55:13)
The Call of the Servant (Isaiah 49:1-50:3)
“Bill of divorce” (50:1)- God reminds the people that God did not divorce them or sell them to pay off some creditor. The people’s own sin led to their separation from their homeland.
To Listen and to Teach (Isaiah 50:4-51:8)
NOTE: (50:4-11) Many Israelites never did return, but remained in Babylon and founded a Jewish community there.
Awake, Awake (Isaiah 51:9-52:12)
The Awake Trilogy (51:9-52:10)- This passage divided into three parts by the call to “awake.” 
1. 51:9- “Wake up, God!”
2. 51:17- “No. YOU wake up, Israel!”
3. 52:1- “And I mean it! Wake up, Israel!”
The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 52:13-53:12)

“We” (53:1-6)- The observers are Israel. The servant is a faithful one among them who gives himself on behalf of many.
Life Made New (Isaiah 54:1-55:13)
“O Barren one” (54:1-2)- Jerusalem is compared to a woman who cannot have children. Upon return from exile, Jerusalem’s tent will be filled to overflowing with her children.
“Did I abandon you? Yes. But only temporary.” (54:6-10)- God admits to abandoning the people briefly. HOWEVER, God’s compassion is not momentary, but everlasting! (Gaiser)
Book 3 (Isaiah 56:1-66:24)
Book 3 contains messages of hope and warning to the people of God back in Jerusalem following the release from captivity in Babylon (538 B.C.E.). A majority of scholars do not think a single voice was behind these words. 
Even after exile, the challenges that exist are:
· Worshiping the gods of neighboring nations,
· Failing to treat others with justice and fairness.
Maintain Justice (Isaiah 56:1-58:14)
56:1-8 The Gathering or “A house of prayer for all peoples (56:7)”- God makes clear that foreigners and eunuchs (who had been excluded from the community) are now welcomed in God’s house. “Membership in God’s people is a matter of commitment, not merely of heritage.
“Wild Animals” (56:9)- foreign nations who can come and devour Judah again.
57:3- “Calling all adulterers and whores!”- “Throughout the Bible idolatry and adultery are linked, because both focus on the priority of the individual’s needs, the attempt to gain power, and the devaluation of submission and trust.” (Oswalt)
57:14-21 “High and lofty”- A central theme in the Bible is God gives the assurance that God is both high and lofty and also present with the humble. 
58:9 “HERE I AM”- Usually, “Here I am” is the response humans give to God or a superior. Here (as well as in 52:6 and 65:1) it is GOD who says these words and becomes totally available and vulnerable to God’s people. 
Rise and Shine, Your Light Has Come (59:1-64:12)
· A Community Lament about the judgment of God (Ch. 59) (“Divine Warrior”)
· Promises of deliverance (60-62)- The core of this part of 3rd Isaiah
· A Community Lament about the judgment of God (63-64) (“Redeemer”)
NOTE: In this section, we move from lament to warrior to promise to warrior to lament.
Your Light Has Come (Isaiah 60:1-62:12)
60:1-62:12- Deliverance- Restoration, abundance, blessings, and grace are among the assurances God gives.
NOTE: There are strong economic promises, which would have been very important for the returning exiles.
60:1-22 “Your Light Has Come”- echoes of 2nd Isaiah
NOTE: Matthew uses this passage as background for the gifts of the wise men in Matthew 2:11.
60:3 “Nations”- Isaiah reports a progression of God’s treatment of the nations. The other nations first appeared as enemies of Israel, then servants of Israel, and finally partners with Israel in God’s covenant. (Gaiser)
62:1-12 Two New Names for Zion
1. “My Delight (Purpose) is in Her”
2. “Married”
Announcing Vindication (Isaiah 63:1-66:24)
63:1 Edom- Edom was a symbol of foreign enemy nations
64:8 “Father”- The appeal made to God as “Father” is the only time this title is applied directly to God in Isaiah (implied in 45:10). 
65:17-25- The New Creation
· The dark days of Jerusalem’s destruction and the exile will be forgotten.
· The sounds of weeping or cries of distress will be gone.
· Death is pushed back.
· The Wolf and The Lamb will feed together.
PLEASE NOTE 64:25: The serpent is NOT restored along with the other creatures but still suffers under the curse of Genesis 3:14-15. 
66:5-15 The New Creation (Again)
· Mother Zion will give a quick and painless birth to new children.
· NOTE: No labor pains, thus the consequence of sin in Gen. 3:16 is overcome.
· A new image of God.
66:17, 24- 
Q: “Hey! What happens to those who follow unclean practices?” 
A: “They will be judged and punished.

NOTE: The final warning to “people who have rebelled against me” picks up the same Hebrew phrase that begins the book. 

Hey, God. Can you define “justice” for me?
“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loosen the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.” Isaiah 58:6-9
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