Genesis 
Genesis is the first book of the Bible and is included as the first of five books called the Pentateuch.
When Was It Written?
Over the course of more than five hundred years, being completed sometime during or shortly after the Babylonian exile (587-538 B.C.E.).
Who wrote it?
· Moses- Traditionally, Moses (the prophet who led Israel out of Egypt to the Promised Land and received the law at Sinai) has been considered the author of the Pentateuch (which includes Genesis).
· Many- Over the course of half a millennium, at least since the Reformation, the question of authorship has been seen to be more complex. Genesis is now usually understood to be the product of a long growth of development in which many authors and editors have had an important role.
 “Genesis” –comes from the Greek words biblos genesos, which means “the book of origin.” In Genesis we get the “Origins” of (1)The Cosmos, (2) Humanity, and (3) Israel.
ONE BOOK, TWO PARTS
1. Genesis 1-11: The beginnings of the world
a. Myth and Stories
2. Genesis 12-50: The story of Israel’s ancestors (2000-1500 B.C.E.)
a. People, Places and God

Book Outline
I. The Primeval Story (Genesis 1:1-11:26) (Adam & Eve, Noah, Tower of Babel)
II. The Story of Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 11:27-25:18) 
III. The Story of Jacob, Leah, and Rachel (Genesis 25:19-36:43)
IV. The Story of Jacob’s Sons, Especially Joseph (Genesis 37:1-50:26)
PJ’S Picks
· God Protects:
· Adam & Eve- clothing (3:21)
· Cain- the mark (4:13-16)
· Noah- the ark/the rainbow (9:12-17)
· Abraham and Sarah- Covenant (12:1-3; 15:1-20; 17:1-27; 18:1-15)
· Isaac- Lamb (22:1-19)
· Jacob- The Harry Houdini of the Bible- because he gets out of sticky situations
· Joseph- punk, prisoner, prince
· Genesis 11: “Let us make a name for ourselves” AKA “Let us show God how stupid we are”
· WRESTLEMANIA! Genesis 32:22-32
· Reunited and it feels so Go(o)d- Esau and Jacob- Genesis 33:1-15
· Sodom & Gomorrah
· Ezekiel 16:49- pride, gluttony, prosperous ease, not aiding the poor and needy
· Matthew 10:14-15- not welcoming the guest
 As you read Genesis keep your focus on:
· the Promises by God
· the (Dysfunctional) Families
· how God is able to work in and through them on behalf of the divine purposes.
