Acts
Full Title: Acts of the Apostles  
Likely written around 80-85 C.E.
The First Readers were Gentiles & Jews living on the Northern Coast of the Mediterranean Sea
The connection to Luke: The story of Jesus’ ascension (Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-11; The Creeds)
In Acts: The Disciples graduate from being “Students” to “Teachers.”
APOSTLE: “One who is sent out” or “a person to deliver a message”
Theophilus- “friend of God” Who is this guy?! Some say his name is used “for all who follow Jesus.” Others believe Theo was a wealthy person (perhaps even a Roman official), who paid for the recording and copying of this work. A patron.
Main characters:
· The Holy Spirit – Formed and guided the new church, those who came to believe in Jesus did so because of the Spirit (very Lutheran-y)
· Peter
· Paul
Outline:
I. Prepping for Christian Witness (1:1-2:13)
II. Witnessing:
a. Jerusalem (2:14-8:3)
b. Judea and Samaria (8:4-9:43)
c. Gentiles (10:1-15:35)
d. “The Ends of the Earth” (15:36-28:31)
Speeches make up nearly one-third of Acts. There are 28 speeches.
PJ’s Picks:
· The New Disciple (1:12-26) 
· The Holy Spirit brings a gift (2:1-13) 
· Peter goes from Student to Preacher (2:14-36)
· Peter the Healer (“Hey! We can do what Jesus did!”) (3:1-10)
· The Magnificent Seven! (6:1-7)
· Stephen’s Story (6:1-8:1)
· Saul and Ananias (9:1-22) 
· Peter and Cornelius (10:1-48)
· Saul becomes Paul (13:9)
· Peter vs. Paul (15:1-21)
· Sailing with Paul (27:1-28:10)
	Other Key People in Acts

	Name
	Brief Description
	Biography
	References in Acts

	James, son of Zebedee
	Son of Thunder
	Disciple
	12:2

	Rhoda
	Mary’s maid
	See’s Peter’s escape from prison
	12:12-17

	Silas
	Apostle
	Paul’s companion to Macedonia
	15:22-18:5

	Timothy
	Emissary of Paul
	Disciples; Paul’s representative
	16:1-5

	Lydia
	Merchant of purple cloth
	Worshiper of God. Has her whole household baptized.
	16:14-15

	Aquila and Priscilla
	Paul’s co-workers
	Tentmakers; instructors
	18:1-4, 24-28

	Cornelius
	Centurion
	Gentile invites Peter to visit
	10:1-48



