titus
Written by: “Paul”
Written to: Titus
Titus:
· A gentile who was one of Paul’s converts.
· Member of Paul’s missionary team
· Paul’s representative to Corinth during a tense and difficult time in his relationship with that church. 
· Not mentioned in Acts, but in Galatians and 2 Corinthians. 
· Part of Paul’s third missionary journey
· A test case: Paul took Titus with him from Antioch to Jerusalem when Paul presented his gospel to the Gentiles and to the Jerusalem leadership (Gal 2:1-2). When they accepted Titus as a Gentile believer, this indicated their approval of the gospel that Paul had claimed. 
· He was both a diplomat and committed member of Paul’s team. 
· He could cope with confrontation and controversy when others couldn’t.
Where is Titus? Crete - 4th largest island in the Mediterranean Sea (just south of the Aegean Sea)

Opposition:
· Jewish myths
· Genealogies
· Fights about the Law
· Exploitation for money.

Purpose: To commission Titus for those tasks, and to give him instructions. 

Main Theme:
The need for the Christian community to do good:
· The importance of respectful behavior among believers toward each other as well as outsides. 
· This behavior contrasted with the reputation of the people for Crete and with the behavior of Paul’s opponents. 
Other themes:
· Church organization
· Church roles
· Correction of problems in Crete
· Summaries of Christian teaching. 
PJ’S PICKS

Ch.1
“To Do List” 1:5-9
Similar to the one given to Timothy in 1 Tim. 3:1-7

Paul quotes Epimenides- a poet from 6th- century BCE in verse 12. “Epi” is called a prophet because he’s credited with making several predictions that were fulfilled. 

CRETE: The city had a bad reputation just like Corinth. 

Ch.2

Titus 2:11-14 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all people. It educates us so that we can live sensible, ethical, and godly lives right now by rejecting ungodly lives and the desires of this world. At the same time we wait for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of our great God and savior Jesus Christ. He gave himself for us in order to rescue us from every kind of lawless behavior, and cleanse a special people for himself who are eager to do good actions.

Slaves
· Slaves were numerous in Greco-Roman societies.
· They were counted among the household. 
· Many slaves were attracted to Christianity. 
“Make the teaching attractive in every way”- in the G-R culture, slaves had few rights and little honor. But this verse gives them a higher status and honor in the Christian community.

2:13 “Our God and savior Jesus Christ”- FACTOID: one of the few places in the NT that refers to Jesus as God (John 1:18, 20:28, Romans 9:5)

Ch. 3
3:3-8 We were once foolish…doing good.

The wrongdoings Paul, Titus, and the believers participated in before they were saved is just as bad or even worse that the behavior of any of the outsiders or the opponents. So, the believers in Crete have no reason to look down on anyone!

Tychius- another member of Paul’s mission team. He’s been one of Paul’s letter-carriers and messengers (Eph. 6-21-22, Col. 4:7).
Apollos
Zenas
Good works do not save believers. The mercy and grace of the Holy Spirit does via baptism.
