Ruth 
Ruth is the bridge between the time of the Judges and the rule of David and his descendants.
Ruth was written after people returned from the Babylonian exile. Around that time, Jews were very suspicious of foreign women (as noted in Ezra and Nehemiah). Ruth would have encouraged them to be more open.
Ruth is included in the birth line of Jesus (Matthew 1).
THEME: From Famine & Death to Birth at the end.
On the surface, Ruth seems simple BUT the story is artistically craftier with repetition of:
· Key phrases
· Wordplay
· Meaningful dialogue
· Careful organization
Three Main Characters:
1. Ruth
2. Namoi
3. Boaz
It is a story of a woman who pledges loyalty to her mother-in-law and God. 
Ruth meets Boaz. Boaz marries her in spite of the face she is a foreigner. 
Factoid: Ruth gives birth to Obed (grandfather of King David)
Factoid: Martin Luther says that Ruth is an example that Gentiles (non-Jews) are included in the promises of God.
Helpful Hint: Ordinary people can change the course of history for the better by acting out of loyalty and love.
· Widows
· Farmers
· Foreign women

Helpful Hint: God does not act directly in Ruth. God acts indirectly through the interactions between people and in the many blessings scattered throughout the book.
“Loyal/Faithful Living”- a characteristic of every character in the book. Their “faith” is shown in how they promote the well-being of others.  
Linda Day notes that “we see love as not just an emotion but as an action. These persons do far more than they are obligated to do. The story shows what its like to live faithfully in community, to watch for someone else’s need and do whatever is possible to meet that need.”

OUTLINE:
I. Life in Moab (1:1-22)
II. Working to Obtain Food (2:1-23)
III. Arranging Long-Term Security (3:1-18)
IV. The Formation of a New Family (4:1-22)

PJ’S PICKS

The book begins with two problems: Famine and Death of a family.

1:16 “But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to abandon you, to turn back from following after you. Wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you stay, I will stay. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my God.’”

HELPFUL HINT: Translations from Hebrew
Elimelech “my God is king”
Naomi “pleasant”
Mara “bitter”
Mahlon “sickly”
Chilion “frail”
Boaz “strength is in him”

FACTOID: Landowners were required to leave part of the harvest in the fields for widows, immigrants, and the poor (Deut. 24:19-22; Lev. 19:9-10; 23:22).

Ephrathites: another name for either Bethlehem or a nearby village, associated with King David (4:11)

FACTOID : Moabite women were considered dangerous (Numbers 25:1-3)

FACTOID: “Return” is used 10 times in Ruth 1. Refers to physical movement and changing one’s mind and loyalties. 

Ch. 2

Boaz calls Ruth “daughter” which is a big move. 

FACTOID: In ancient male-focused societies, women were not full individual in their own right but belonged to their fathers or husbands. Ruth, being a widow, had neither.  

Robert Hubbard points out: “Apparently, besides her ethnic identity, Ruth was best known by her association with Naomi and the latter’s return.”

***When Ruth returns with from the fields with food, Naomi becomes more hopeful. She is becoming Less-Mara.***

FACTOID: “Redeemer”- a close relative who has special obligations to help a family keep or reclaim its property if hard times require that the property be sold (Lev. 25:25-28; Jer. 32:6-15)

Robert Hubbard points out why this particular word has a huge impact on the story: 

“Gōʾēl (“kinsman-redeemer”) … was a term from the realm of Israelite family law. 

The “redeemer” had certain duties toward the clan based on law and custom (cf. Lev. 25:48–49):
1. The “redeemer” was responsible for the repurchase of property once owned by clan members but sold from economic necessity (Lev. 25:25–30; cf. Jer. 32:1–15). By restoring the land to its original owner, the “redeemer” maintained the clan’s inheritance intact. 
2. If financially able, he also redeemed relatives whose poverty had forced them to sell themselves into slavery (Lev. 25:47–55).
3. The “redeemer/kinsman of blood” had the duty to avenge the killing of a relative by tracking down and executing the killer (Num. 35:12, 19–27; Deut. 19:6, 12; Josh. 20:2–3, 5, 9). 
4. As responsible head of the clan, the “redeemer” was the recipient of money paid as restitution for a wrong committed against someone now deceased (Num. 5:8). 
5. The “redeemer” also assisted a clan member in a lawsuit to see that justice was done (Job 19:25; Ps. 119:154; Prov. 23:11; Jer. 50:34; Lam. 3:58). 

Two assumptions underlay this custom. 
1. A strong feeling of tribal solidarity (both people and their possessions) made every disruption of tribal unity an intolerable breach that had to be repaired. 
2. “Redemption” whether of people or property or both constituted the restoration of that primal tribal wholeness.


The significance of this verse must be underscored. 
1. In saying that Boaz was our kinsman-redeemer, Naomi cleared away ambiguity about Ruth’s social status. In her view, Ruth was definitely a family member entitled to the benefits of a “redeemer.”
2. Naomi introduced the prospect of help from Boaz, perhaps even of marriage for Ruth a key item which anticipates the scheme of ch. 3.
3. The statements elevated the role of Boaz and thereby opened up new narrative possibilities. He was no longer simply a prominent, good-hearted Israelite; rather, he was a near relative with duties toward the women. This gave the story an added touch of intrigue.”

Ch.3

FACTOID: “Feet” sometimes used as a polite term for genitals (Isa. 6:2). “Lie down” sometimes is used as a polite term for sexual intercourse. The language in this chapter strongly suggests that Boaz and Ruth had intercourse, but it doesn’t absolutely need to be read that way.

FACTOID: “A woman of worth” is used to described Ruth as well as the remarkable woman in Proverbs 31. It is a strong compliment, especially coming from Boaz who is a prominent leader in the community. 

Ch. 4

“May the Lord grant that “Ruth” be like Rachel and Leah.” Women held in high esteem.
Tamar: daughter-in-law to Boaz’ tribal ancestor Judah, was a foreigner and childless widow who took risky action to preserve herself and her husband’s family line (Gen. 38).
All three women (and now Ruth) showed courage, resourcefulness, and persistence.

The book ends with God solving the two problems with which the book began.

Family Tree:
Ruth
Obed (referred as Naomi’s son emphasizes how he is replacing the family Naomi has lost.)
		Jesse
			David

SOURCE
Linda Day CEB Study Bible
Robert L. Hubbard (NICOT)

