Romans

Date: 56-58 C.E.		 From: Paul in Corinth (Southern Greece)
16 Chapters (Paul’s longest letter in the Bible)
FACTOID: Paul is writing to a group he neither founded or visited. So this letter could be seen as a “let me introduce myself to you” letter. 
Martin Luther: Luther calls Romans the “chief part of the NT,” “purest gospel,” “a bright light that can illuminate the entire Holy Scriptures.” Melanchthon (Luther’s collaborator) called it “A Handbook of the Christian religion.” 
Outline:
I. Greetings and Thanks (Romans 1:1-17)
II. The Revelation of the Wrath of God (Romans 1:18-3:20)
III. The Revelation of the Righteousness of God (Romans 3:21-4:25)
IV. The New Life in Christ (Romans 5:1-8:39)
V. Israel in God’s Plan (Romans 9:1-11:36)
VI. Serving God and Loving Others (Romans 12:1-21)
VII. On Governing Authorities, Love, and Conduct (Romans 13:1-14)
VIII. The Weak and the Strong (Romans 14:1-15:13)
IX. Paul’s Plans (Romans 15:14-33)
X. Greetings and Closure (Romans 16:1-27)
Tension
· Some Gentile Christians developed a sense of superiority towards Jews. 
· Gentiles- “God gave on you “chosen people.”
· Jews- “Did God reject us?”
· 49- Emperor Claudius said to the Jews in Rome “Get out! And take the Jewish Christians with you!”
· Post- Claudius- The Jewish Christians return to a Roman church run by the Gentile Christians 
“Justified” – “to render a favorable verdict” or “to be found in the right, be free of charges”
PJ’S PICKS:
4:13-4:25 Abraham’s faith:
· 18 When it was beyond hope,
· 20 He didn’t hesitate with a lack of faith in God’s promise.
7:1-24 Law Talk
· Freedom from the Law 7:1-6
· The Function of the Law 7:7-12
· Living under the Law 7:13-24
Romans 8:37. “But in all these things we win a sweeping victory through the one who loved us. 38 I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers 39  or height or depth, or any other thing that is created.”
Romans 10:14. “So how can they call on someone they don’t have faith in? And how can they have faith in someone they haven’t heard of? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who announce the good news.”- EVANGELISM in 2 verses.
Romans 11:16-24 “We are Branches, not the Root”
Romans 12 “Living Sacrifice”- A wonderful primer on how we are to act towards one another. 
Romans 13:10 “Love doesn’t do anything wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is what fulfills the Law.”
Romans 14:17-18 “God’s kingdom isn’t about eating food and drinking but about righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever serves Christ this way pleases God and gets human approval.”
Romans 16:17-18 “Brothers and sisters, I urge you to watch out for people who create divisions and problems against the teaching that you learned. Keep away from them. People like that aren’t serving the Lord. They are serving their own feelings. They deceive the hearts of innocent people with smooth talk and flattery.
Romans 16:1-23- Paul mentions 30 “All Stars” who are Roman Christians. Including:
· Phoebe- delivers the letter, could be serving as interpreter, financial supporter of Paul and others
· Prisca & Aquila- Jewish coworkers of Paul and fellow tentmakers
· Epaenetus- “first convert/first fruit”  Asia: a Roman province, inclusive of Ephesus (Western Turkey)

