Written by: 	“John”- Early church tradition identified him with John the son of Zebedee, one of the twelve apostles. COUNTERPOINT: Since the author does not claim to be an apostle or to have seen the earthly Jesus, however, many assume that he was not the apostle but an early Christian prophet. “John” was likely a leader of several Christian communities in what we now call western Turkey. “John” was banished to the small island of Patmos (in the Aegean Sea).
Patmos- 
· A desolate volcanic island (one of the Sporades Islands) in the Aegean Sea located off the coast of Asia Minor.
· A cave on a hill in the S part of the island, below the monastery of St. John the Divine, is the traditional site of John’s visions. The monastery library, which still contains a large collection of biblical and patristic manuscripts, is one of the major collections of Byzantine texts.
· DYK: Roman prisoners and dissidents were often banished to islands, and three islands, in particular, in the Sporades were used for exiles
· John was exiled to Patmos, according to early church tradition, in the 14th year (95 C.E.) of the emperor Domitian 
Written to: 	SEVEN churches facing various challenges.
Written in:	Revelation was probably written between 85 and 95 C.E. Early Christian tradition says that it was written toward the end of the Roman Emperor Domitian’s reign, which concluded in 96 C.E., but it is not clear that the date can be known so precisely. The book was probably written some years after Jerusalem was destroyed by Roman forces in 70 C.E., but before the end of the first century.
OUTLINE:
I. Christ and the Seven Churches (Revelation 1:1-3:22)
II. The Seven Seals (Revelation 4:1-7:17)
III. The Seven Trumpets (Revelation 8:1-11:19)
IV. Conflict and Victory over the Dragon and Beast (Revelation 12:1-15:8)
V. Seven Final Plagues and the Fall (16:1-19:10)
VI. From the Great Battle to the New Jerusalem (Revelation 19:11-22:21)
KEEP IN MIND: Revelation concludes with warnings against the ungodly but with repeated promises of the blessing. 
They are “words of hope to God’s threatened people”- (Harry Wendt)
I. Christ and the Seven Churches (Revelation 1:1-3:22)
Ch.1
Apocalypse – 
· in Greek means “revelation.” An unveiling or revealing of something that was previously hidden (think of the Wizard in the Wizard of Oz)
· Conflicts between Good and Evil
· In the end, God’s forces of Good are the winners
· See Daniel 7-12 for another example of Apocalyptic writing
NOTE: “(T)he whole of Rev. 1:1 is patterned after the broad structure of Dan. 2:28–30, 45–47, where the verb “reveal” appears five times, the phrase “what must come to pass” appears three times, and “signify” appears twice.”- (Beale)
Koester on Prophecy: “Revelation identifies itself as a book of prophecy (1:3). In today’s popular thought, prophecy is often equated with prediction, but this is not the way Revelation itself refers to prophecy. False prophets in the book are not faulted for making false predictions but for encouraging people to worship false gods (2:20; 16:13-14). Similarly, true prophets are not said to make true predictions but to call people to worship God and Christ (11:3; 19:10). Revelation is a true prophecy because it bears inspired witness to the true God and to the Lamb.”
John introduces the two themes of his letter.
1. Warning- to the unfaithful
2. Comfort- to the faithful
Alpha and Omega- the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. Our focus, as Christians, begins and ends with Jesus Christ (God-revealed).
Seven Churches of Asia:
In the NT, Asia normally refers to the Roman province that occupied the entire western portion of Asia Minor stretching inland to the Anatolian plateau. 
1. Ephesus
2. Smyrna
3. Pergamum
4. Thyatira
5. Sardis
6. Philadelphia
7. Laodicea
DYK: There were other churches in Asia (Troas, Acts 20:5ff.; Colossae, Col 1:2; Hierapolis, Col 4:13) that were of equal importance.
Seven Golden Lampstands- the seven churches
Seven stars- angels of the seven churches
Two-edged sword- The sword in these illustrations symbolizes the irresistible power of divine judgment. (Mounce)
1:17- But he placed his right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,”
The Keys to Death and Hades
“According to Jewish literature, power over these keys belongs to God alone.40 That they now are in the possession of Christ is evidence of the high Christology of the Apocalypse.” (Mounce)
“The resuscitation and resurrection of Christ is the foundation for the reign of Christ over death. He had the keys of death and hell (Rev. 1:18). Therefore, law, sin, and death have lost their power over humankind once and for all. From now on Christ reigns.”- (Bonhoeffer) 
Ch.2
KOESTER: The types of challenges facing the 7 Churches
1. Smyrna and Philadelphia faced threats of persecution. Some in each city apparently verbally denounced Christians, placing them in danger of imprisonment and possible death. These readers receive encouragement to remain faithful in the face of hostility (2:8-11; 3:7-13). 
2. Ephesus, Pergamum, and Thyatira were confronted with questions of assimilation into the wider non-Christian culture. One specific issue involved eating food that had been sacrificed to idols. Some in those communities thought it acceptable to eat such food, but they are warned that doing so means compromising their faith too far (2:1-7, 12-29). 
3. Sardis and Laodicea seemed successful and prosperous, yet were spiritually dead or complacent. They are called to renewed zeal for the faith (3:1-6, 14-22).”
II.	The Seven Seals (Revelation 4:1-7:17)
Ch.4
4:1- “After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open!”- 
· The door has been opened by Jesus. We do not need to open it. 
· “After this I looked” mirrors the same introductory phrase we find in Daniel 7 and Ezekiel 1
4:2 The Throne
· The throne of God is found in both OT prophetic tradition and in several Jewish apocalypses (Barclay and Bauckman)
· DYK: In Revelation, the throne of God is mentioned in every chapter except chapters 2, 8 and 9. (Barclay)
· The ‘one seated on the throne’ is a frequent designation of God from this point on.
4:3- Jasper, Carnelian, Emerald 
· NOTE: In this letter John will make references to how the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than any human empire (specifically Roman). 
· These three are precious stones, which means they would only be used for the best and most extravagant structures.
24 thrones/24 elders
· 12 tribes of Israel + 12 apostles = “the embodied perfection of the people of God, sharing now in the rule of God over the world” (Wright)
· The term “elder” was often used for the leaders of Jewish (Luke 7:3; 9:22) and Christian communities (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; James 5:14; 1 Pet. 5:1–2; 3 John 1). (Koester)
KEEP IN MIND: “Flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder”
· Happen at significant moments throughout the book (8.5; 11.19; 16.18) at the conclusion of each series of seven judgments. 
“Sea of glass” (Beale)- Forms the floor for God’s heavenly throne.
· DYK: The “sea” is also associated with the idea of evil.
· In Daniel 7, the sea is a picture of the beasts’ origin 
· The portrayal of the Red Sea in the OT as the abode of the evil sea monster confirms that this setting is also included in John’s thought (cf. Isa. 51:9–11; Ps. 74:12–15; Ezek. 32:2).
· In view of the Daniel and Exodus imagery, there is then a hint that John sees the chaotic powers of the sea as calmed by divine sovereignty. 
· When John later says that “there is no longer any sea” (21:1) …The sea as the source of satanic evil opposing God’s throne has been eliminated and replaced by the river of redemption, which has its source in the throne.
The Four Living Creatures/Cherubim
· Strong connection to the visions of Ezekiel 
· Always found near the throne (Barclay)
· They constantly praise God (Barclay)
· Each are full of eyes front and back-signifies divine omniscience and that they are God’s agents (Beale)
· Each has six wings.
· Represent of the whole created order of animate life (Beale)
· Also represent the Creator (Such double symbolism should not be unexpected in apocalyptic visions) (Beale)
· In Jewish tradition the cherubim are portrayed together with the seraphim in singing praise to God, as they do in Revelation (Beale)
1. Lion- supreme among beasts
2. Ox- supreme among cattle
3. Human- supreme among all creatures
4. Eagle- supreme among birds
KEEP IN MIND I “The vision of God’s court also sets the stage for the drama that will follow, in which (colorful) cycles of images unmask the pretensions of powers that seek to take God’s place so that readers can see how the forces of evil infiltrate political, economic, and social life. God’s throne remains the true seat of power throughout Revelation.” (Koester)
KEEP IN MIND II “John also speaks of the ‘throne’ of Satan, who exercises power through agents that deceive people and perpetrate violence against the faithful…
· In contrast to the creatures around the throne, the forces of evil that are represented by the dragon and the beast refuse to acknowledge God’s power. 
· Paradoxically, the twenty-four elders gracefully surrender their crowns and thrones to God while they remain in heaven, but the dragon doggedly retains its crowns as it is driven out of heaven toward final defeat (12:7–9). (Koester) The 24 elders and the cherubim are all worshiping God! (Barclay)
Ch. 5
The Scroll and The Seven Seals
· Documents written on paper or animal skin, then rolled and often sealed with a drop of melted wax. Some legal documents were closed with seven seals.
· For John: The Scroll is a symbol of God’s final intent and plan for creation.
· For John: The seals symbolize authority and proof that the message is authentic (Aaseng)
Who is worthy? No one! “No created being can be found who is worthy to open the scroll. This again underscores the differences between creatures and their Creator. All creatures prove to be inadequate for the carrying out of God’s purposes.” (Koester)
The Lion
· The image of a lion, which connotes power and majesty (strength), is identified with Judah, the tribe from which kings came in the Old Testament. 
· Messianic expectations were shaped by memories of King David, who came from the tribe of Judah. 
· David was a warrior who fought like a lion and “conquered” neighboring peoples to establish the kingdom of Israel.
· Conquers by inflicting death on others
The Lamb
· The image of the lamb displayed weakness 
· Conquers by enduring death himself
7 Horns/7 Spirits/7 Eyes (Koester and Aasseng)
· The “horn” was a symbol of royal power (Ps. 132:17), and the Lamb has seven horns (Rev. 5:6). 
· The messianic king was to bear the Spirit of God, which was to manifest itself in seven ways (Isa. 11:1–3a).
· Seven eyes represent God’s sevenfold Spirit (Rev. 5:6). 
CH. 6
The Seven Seals (First 4 seals-The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse)
1. HORSEMAN 1: CONQUEST 
a. Attacks and conquers (no security in a strong national defense)
2. HORSEMAN 2: WAR 
a. Creates war and rebellion within the people (no security in the rule of society)
3. HORSEMAN 3: FAMINE 
a. Spreads famine and poverty (no security in wealth)
4. HORSEMAN 4: DEATH 
a. Brings death (no security in life)
5. Vision of the Martyrs
6. Vision of warning and terror
7. Vision of more devastation
Harry Wendt on Rev’s numbers: “The details of the visions in Revelation are not to be taken literally. How can a person visualize a lamb with seven horns and seven eyes? Yet such terms are used to describe Jesus (5:6). The point is that the seven horns and seven eyes represent something.”
· Seven horns-Jesus’ universal power
· Seven eyes- Jesus’ universal knowledge
· 144,000- immensity
· 1,000- a large number
· 12- Israel’s 12 tribes or the 12 apostles
· 7- perfection
· 6- imperfection
· 4- world
Ch. 8 
The Reasons for Silence (Barclay/Wright)
1. It may be a kind of breathing space in the narrative, a moment of preparation before another shattering revelation comes. (Barclay)
2. “There may be something much more beautiful in it. The prayers of the saints are about to go up to God; and it may be that the idea is that everything in heaven halts so that the prayers of the saints may be heard…Even the music of heaven and even the thunder of revelation are stilled so that God’s ear may catch the whispered prayer of the humblest of his trusting people.” (Barclay)
3. “A sense of awe, expectation and anticipation. The otherwise ceaseless praise of the four living creatures dies away. The song of the elders, the angels and the huge, countless crowd falls quiet. Everyone seems to be holding their breath. This, we sense, is the moment they’ve all been waiting for. We watch, hardly daring to breathe ourselves.”(Wright)
The Seven Trumpets
1. Calamites affecting vegetation
2. Calamities affecting life in the sea
3. Calamities affecting the waters of the earth
4. Calamities affecting the atmospheric conditions
5. An invasion of evil spirits, under the image of a plague of locusts, results in the harassment of those without God’s seal on their foreheads (First woe)
6. A horde of demonic warriors destroys a third of humanity  (Second woe)
7. Heralds the breaking in of God’s kingdom 

Ch.9
Abaddon- Derived from Hebrew, “became lost,” “be ruined, destroyed,” “perish,” 
Abaddon has a variety of nuanced meanings.
· A poetic synonym for the abode of the dead, meaning “Destruction,” or “(the place of) destruction.” 
· In parallel and in conjunction with Sheol (Job 26:6 and Prov 15:11; 27:20). 
· In conjunction with Death (Job 28:22) 
· In parallel with the grave (Ps 88:1). 
· Although a place of mystery which is hidden from human eyes, Abaddon is clearly known by God (Job 26:6; Prov 15:11). 
· It is twice personified: 
· along with Death, it speaks (Job 28:22); and 
· along with Sheol, it is insatiable (Prov 27:20). 
· It is also remote: in Job 31:12, adultery becomes “a fire that consumes unto [as far as] Abaddon.” 
· In Rev 9:11, the word “Abaddon” is personified as “the angel of the bottomless pit.” It is also identified as the king of the demonic “locusts” described in Rev 9:3, 7–10, and is explained for Greek-speaking readers as Apollyon, “destroyer.”
Ch.11
The measuring of the Temple- refers to the community of God’s true followers. Despite the threats of the world, the community remains intact.
The Witnesses- God’s faithful ones who call the world to repent from its evil ways.- Aaseng
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