proverbs 
Written by:  Some are by Solomon or with those in his court. Other parts were composed as essays or poems (chapters 1-9, 31). The book came into being through a long process.
Written when: During the time of Solomon (around 961-922 B.C.E.). These materials were preserved, collected, expanded, and edited by persons in the royal courts (25:1). The book was likely put into its final form during the flurry of literary activity which took place in the period of the Babylonian exile and beyond (587 B.C.E. and after).
The Textbook of the Israelite Schools NOTE: These sayings have been passed on from the older generation to the younger. These schools were open to young boys, so the teachings often focus on helping young men live successful and sensible lives.
Types of Proverbs (Kerr): NOTE: Hebrew poetry rhymes with thoughts rather than sounds (Parallelism)
1. Meaning Repeated- 2nd line expresses the same thought as the 1st but in different words.
a. 22:1 “A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold.”
2. Meaning Contrasted- 2nd line contrasts with the 1st.  Most common form in Proverbs.
a. 10:1 “A wise child makes a glad father, but a foolish child is a mother’s grief.
3. Meaning Developed- 2nd line advances the thought of the 1st line in some way without direct agreement or disagreement.
a. 22:6 “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.”
4. Single Statement- These proverbs don’t use any form of parallel. They are short, simple statements of truth or warning.
a. 17:23 “The wicked accept a concealed bribe to pervert the ways of justice.”
5. Metaphors- Some proverbs use striking images that compare one thing or person to another. 
a. 25:11 “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.”
6. Descriptive List- A series of answers follows a statement based on a unspoken question. Often the pattern is three plus one.
a. 30:29-31 “Three things are stately in their stride; four are stately in their gait: the lion, which is mightiest among wild animals and does not turn back before any; the strutting rooster, the he-goat, and a king striding before his people.”
7. “If…then” statements- The 2nd part explains the consequences of doing or not doing something.
a. 2:3-5 “if you indeed cry out for insight, and raise your voice for understanding; if you seek it like silver, and search for it as for hidden treasures— then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.”
Wisdom= in the image of a woman (connection with God at the beginning of creation)
Foolishness= a loose woman who tempts young people to make poor choices.
OUTLINE:
I. The Worth of Wisdom (1:1-9:18)
II. First collection of Solomon (10:1-22:16)
III. Sayings of the Wise (22:17-24:34)
IV. Second Collection of Solomon (25:1-29:27)
V. An Appendix (30:1-31:31)
a. The words of Agur (30:1-33)
b. The words of Lemuel (31:1-9)
c. The ideal wife (31:10-31)
1:1-9:18
NOTE: 
· Wisdom collections were sometimes named for rulers in the ancient world.
· Wise rulers were said to be those who ruled with justice and honesty.
1:7 The fear of the Lord = respecting and honoring God and living according to God’s commands. NOTE: The phrase appears at least THIRTEEN times in Proverbs.
1:8 Father = could also mean teach in a classroom. 
1:11-14= Come join the dark side, young Skywalker.”
1:17-18= “While the bird is looking on” reminds me of Wile E. Coyote always setting traps and the Road Runner always being aware. 
1:20 Wisdom= is feminine in both Hebrew and Greek. Later writings have “wisdom” as an expression of God. 
1:22 Simple Ones= young ones not yet instructed in wisdom but willing to learn.
1:31= “therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. COMPARE WITH when Jesus says, “for each tree is known by its own fruit..”
2:2 Incline your heart= In ancient Hebrew thought, the heart (not the brain) guided a person’s intentions. 
2:6 God is the source of all wisdom.
2:10-22 By taking wisdom into one’s heart, a person will have a constant guard over mind and soul.
2:16 “Loose” woman= “Loose” can also mean “strange.”
A woman can be understood in two ways:
1. A smooth-talking woman who may tempt a young man sexually.
2. A more symbolic meaning where while Wisdom is a woman who provides peace this “loose woman” will provide destruction. NOTE: This same image of adultery was used to describe Israel’s unfaithfulness to God when people worshipped other gods.
3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight” COMAPRE WITH “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”
3:13-18 Wisdom > gold/jewels
3:18 The tree of life = In the Bible, this image symbolizes well-being and God’s abundance.
3:24-26 Do not be afraid
3:27-35 Honor your neighbor and don’t be jealous
Ch. 4 praises Wisdom with three short essays (each begin with invitation to hear)
1. vv. 1-9
2. vv. 10-19
3. vv. 20-27
4:18-19 The Two Paths appears throughout the Bible, for example:
· Psalm 1
· Psalm 119:105
· John 3:19-21
· 1 John 2:10-11
4:24 Crooked speech= lies and false gossip
5:7-14 The punishment for adultery is loss of honor and a potential lawsuit (AKA “Hey! According to Deuteronomy 22:22 you would have just been killed.)
5:18-19 “Breasts?!” Being faithful to one’s wife is like being faithful to Wisdom.
5:21-23 Folly= “the rejection of wisdom.” Equated with “iniquities” and “sins against God.”
6:1-5 Money Talk NOTE: “Pledge” means co-signing another’s loan. Not a safe move! One may end up owing the money or even becoming the lender’s servant. INSTEAD: Give money to the needy.
6:16-19 A Numerical Proverb: What the Lord Hates
1. Haughty eyes
2. A lying tongue
3. Hands that shed innocent blood
4. A heart that devises wicked plans
5. Feet that run quickly to evil
6. A false witness
7. One who sows discord in a family.
6:21-22 Bind the commandments NOTE: God’s commands were to be put in a small leather pouch and tied to the forehead or arm.
6:26-35 Did we mention Adultery is bad?
7:4-5 “Sister” = In Hebrew “sister” may also refer to the more intimate relationship of a wife. Keeping a close relationship with wisdom will keep one from chasing after another woman.
7:21-23 Adultery Tip #627: Measure the consequences before you act.
8:1-9:18 NOTE: These two chapters present the most exalted teaching in the book about wisdom.
8:6 Woman Wisdom speaks of her:
· Worth
· Authority
· Rewards
· Creation by God at the beginning of time
8:22 “Created” can also be translated as “possessed” or “acquired.” Whether God created Wisdom (the first thing created) or acquired Wisdom, the point is that Wisdom was with God at the beginning of creation.
9:1-18 Wisdom’s House vs. Foolishness’ House (Buyer Beware!)
9:7-12 General Maxims interrupt the invitational flow of Wisdom and Foolishness. Could have been a later addition.
9:7 “Scoffer” is found NINE times in Proverbs. To “scoff” is the manifestation of contempt by insulting words or actions; it combines bitterness with ridicule. NOTE: “Scorn” refers rather to an inner emotion based on a sense of superiority; “scoff,” to the outward expression of this emotion. (ISBE)
10:1-22:16 First Collection
10:1-22:16 NOTE: This collection of sayings consists of two-line sayings on a wide variety of topics. Most use Opposite Parallelism (See chart).
10:27 NOTE: An early death was thought to be punishment for sin or moral failure.
11:13 NOTE: The proper use of language and speech is a theme that runs through the book. See:
12:6, 18; 21:6; 25:18.
11:22 Gold ring= women of the time wore nose rings as jewelry.
12:4 A Good Wife
Since young men were the original audience for wisdom teachers, marriage advice is slanted toward choosing and supporting wives.
NOTE: In Hebrew society, a man’s reputation and standing in the community were affected by the actions of his wife and children.
13:14 The fountain of life COMPARE WITH John 4:10-14 where Jesus speaks of himself as life-giving water that brings eternal life.
13:24 Spare the rod NOTE: the culture at the time endorsed physical discipline. 
15:13 “Spirit” here refers to our inner energy and drive (depression).
15:16-17 “Better This Than That” Jesus used a variation of this form called “lesser to greater” in Matthew (7:9-11) “Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!”
15:25 The Widow’s Boundaries = care for widows was a trademark of biblical justice. 	NOTE: Stealing property by moving a boundary marker was forbidden by God’s law.
16:1-9 God’s Control over what happens in life is a common theme in the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. Human intelligence plays an important role but it can be mistaken (“human error”).
16:31 Gray hair= the mark of a good person, since it was thought that wise, righteous living brought longevity.
17:5 Insulting the poor is offensive to God. 
17:9 One who forgives = holding grudges destroys social harmony. 
18:5 The ear NOTE: This comes from an oral culture where people learn by listening.
 19:13-14 “A stupid child” is not about a child’s intelligence but more of the child’s actions that can reflect poorly on the parent. 
20:9 Sin NOTE: The is the only reference in Proverbs to universal human sinfulness.
20:27 The Human Spirit is a gift from God and resembles our idea of conscience.
22:2 NOTE: Students were selected from the wealthy classes, so this proverb reminds them that the poor are God’s children as well.
22:17-24:34 Wise Sayings
· Often called “The Thirty Sayings”
· Section 22:17-23:12 closely parallels an Egyptian wisdom collection called “Instruction of Amenemope” (thirty sections or “houses”).
· Most sayings in this section address the reader directly by the use of “you.”
22:28 The ancient landmark is a marker that formed property line. 
23:13-14 Seasons’ Beatings strong physical punishment was acceptable in that era.
23:29-35 Don’t Go Wooing Over Wine or else…
· It bites like a serpent
· Stings like an adder
· Eyes see strange things
· Mind utters perverse things
· You will lie down in strange and dangerous places
· Numbness
24:10-12 Don’t hold back help…Holding back or pleading ignorance when it comes to not helping a person in need is no excuse. God will hold you accountable. 
24:29 Payback! Or maybe don’t.
Revenge was frowned upon. COMPARE WITH Matthew 5:38-41 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also;  and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.”
From the movie Troy:
Achilles:
He killed my cousin!
Priam:
He thought it was you. How many cousins have you killed? How many fathers and brothers and sons and husbands, how many, brave Achilles?
25:1-29:27 Second Collection
25:7-10 Try not to sue COMPARE WITH Matthew 5:25 “Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison.”
25:21-22 If your enemies are hungry…
This passage is quoted by Paul in Romans 12:20. COMPARE WITH Matthew 5:43-48 and Luke 5:27-36
26:8-9 A stone in a sling… tying or binding a stone in the pocket of a slingshot would keep the stone from flying when shot and it would then hit the shooter.
28:1-29:27 Government…a number of sayings deal with governmental administration. They were probably intended to teach the young men civil service.
28:13 The Cover-Up is often Worse Than the Crime… to hide or cover-up evil will eventually lead to loss. But confessing provides an opportunity for a second chance.


30:1-31:31 Index
“And now a word from Agur (30) and King Lemuel’s mother (31)”
Wait. WHO??????!!!!!!!!!!
Agur- The son of Jakeh, The collection displays no unique character that would aid in recovery of information on the obscure Agur. (Berry)
DYK: Agur’s thematic movement from human ignorance of wisdom to the possession of it follows the same logic as that of Baruch 3:29–4:1 and of Job 28:12–28. (Waltke)
30:2-4 Divine Wisdom > Human Wisdom
30:2-9 Can be read as the prayer of a pious person.
31:2-9 To my royal son…
1. Be honorable and disciplined in relationships with women;
2. Be sober;
3. Defend the poor.
31:10-31
Alphabetical Acrostic (each line begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet).
The Ideal Woman:
· Provides for her family’s personal needs
· Is a business person making independent, wise financial decisions
· Supports the needy
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