nehemiah
Written by: Jewish tradition identifies Ezra as the author of 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Today, many scholars believe that Ezra and Nehemiah come from a different hand than Chronicles and that various older traditions have been gathered together and edited by a postexilic editor, though these may include an autobiographical section written by Ezra (7:27–8:34; 9:15).
NOTE: Ezra-Nehemiah looks like a history of the restoration. While important historical information is presented, Ezra-Nehemiah should be read as a theological, rather than a chronological, presentation of this formative period that saw the return of Israel from exile and the rebirth of God’s people in the promised land. This is seen in the theological ordering of the final form of the text: the rebuilding of the temple, followed by the purification of the people, and the rebuilding of the walls, climaxing in the reading of the law. (ETB)
Rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem
· Protection
· Statement (“this is where we stand”)
 “PRAY AND WORK” - Nehemiah is a perfect model for those called various lay vocations (jobs) and the life of faith.
“Trust in God and work out your vocation (job) using your skills and gifts.”
I. Nehemiah Returns and Rebuilds the Walls (Nehemiah 1:1–7:73a)
II. Ezra and the Law (Nehemiah 7:73b–10:39)
III. Nehemiah’s Work Continues (Nehemiah 11:1–13:31)
Upon hearing of the ruinous state of Jerusalem, Nehemiah returns to the city with the intention of rebuilding it. This is accomplished despite the opposition of the surrounding peoples.
Nehemiah and His Mission (Nehemiah 1:1–2:10)
1:1 Meet Nehemiah: Nehemiah appears in Persia during the reign of Artaxerses in Susa (the king’s winter palace).
1:1 Chislev: ninth month of the Hebrew calendar (mid-November to mid-December)
1:4 When I heard these words I sat down and wept, and mourned for days, fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
This is personal for Nehemiah. Nehemiah’s prayer is a direct plea and confessional (for himself and Jerusalem). It sounds like a Psalm, when the writer would remind God not to forget the people or God’s promises.
1:11 Cupbearer to the King Nehemiah had the job of selecting and tasting the king’s wine to make sure it was good and not poisoned. Due to his role, he had access to the monarch.
2:1-8 “Yes, I have some vacation time saved up and…” In a personal moment, the King shows kindness in letting Nehemiah returning to “the city of my ancestors’ graves.”
2:7 province Beyond the River the western Persian stary (imperial administrative district), the most western province of Judah (Yehud).
2:10 Sanballat and Tobiah the governors of Samaria. During the Jewish absence they had grown to considering Jerusalem as part of the territory under their control. They consider Nehemiah’s activity a threat to their authority and influence. If you need villains to tell a story, these two are as close as we get in this book.
Nehemiah Supervises the Rebuilding (Nehemiah 2:11–7:73a)
2:11-16 Nehemiah: Wall Inspector 
2:18 The Jerusalem Capital Campaign begins!
2:18 “So they committed themselves to the common good.”
2:19 Geshem the Arab the Persians allowed Geshem to rule over a large number of Arab tribes located south and east of Judah.
2:20 “…but you have no share or claim or historic right in Jerusalem.” Nehemiah draws a line of ownership between Jerusalem and Samaria. (Remember the animosity the Jews have for the Samaritans in the New Testament).
Nehemiah’s mission is to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which is accomplished despite the opposition of the surrounding peoples.
3:1-32 Introducing The Gaters! 
NOTE: Ten different gates mentioned. 
NOTE: The description of the building and repairs proceeds in a counterclockwise direction to the northwest corner of the city.
NOTE: Virtually the entire Jewish population gets in on the rebuilding act. 
NOTE: While today the walls of the Old City extend far to the north and west, Nehemiah’s Jerusalem included only the City of David and the Temple Mount. 
1. Sheep- Northeast corner of the city
a. Near the NT pool of Bethesda (John 5:2), the Crusader Church of St. Anne, The Lion (or St. Stephen’s) Gate
2. Fish- the area of the city’s fish markets.
a. AKA
i. The Ephraim Gate (8:16; 12:39; 2 Kings 14:13)
ii. The Middle Gate (Jeremiah 39:3)
3. Old- opens into the 2nd district of Jerusalem on the western hill.
a. AKA
i. Jeshanah Gate
ii. Mishneh Gate
4. Valley
5. Dung- the exit point for waste from the required sacrifices on the nearby Temple Mount.
6. Fountain
7. Water- led from the palace-temple complex to the Gihon Spring.
8. Horse- entrance to the palace (but Jer. 40:31 indicates it was a gate in the city wall)
9. East- thought to be the east gate of the Temple. 
10. Muster- a designated point for assembly and review, perhaps for the temple or palace guards.
a. AKA
i. Inspection Gate
ii. Watch Gate
4:4-7 Nehemiah’s Prayer to counter the threat coming from the north (Samaria) and the west (Ammon) Surrounded by the enemies of Jerusalem and Judah. 
4:14 Nehemiah’s Words of Encouragement “Do not be afraid of them. Remember the LORD, who is great and awesome, and fight for your kin, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes.”
4:15 God had “frustrated” the enemies’ plot which means God “broke, revoked, thwarted” their plans.
5:1-13 A “Jubilee” 
NOTES (from Luker):
· The Jews who had been taken were from the upper and middle classes.
· Those who remained in Judah were from the lower classes, and they depended on the land for sustenance.
· While the lower classes were rebuilding the walls, the women and children had to run the farms.
· The economic difficulties faced:
· Pledging the labor of their children to pay for food
· Pledging their property to pay debts
· Borrowing money to pay the Persian tax.
5:11 Interest on money The Torah forbids charging interest on loans to poor people. HOWEVER: taking a guarantee was acceptable. Nehemiah himself lent money and gran without charging interest (5:10).
5:13 Shake it off! The action of shaking out the fold of a garment was done by prophets from the First Temple period (pre-exile). 
5:14 Governor Nehemiah term was 445-433 BCE
5:17 Table Talk	
NOTE: According to the Persian custom, as governor of Judah Nehemiah had to entertain a number of people at his table. In the Persian court the nobles were usually at the table of the king. (Fensham)
5:19 “Remember…O my God” this prayer is repeated as a sort of doxology through Nehemiah (13:14, 22, 31)
6:7 “There is a king in Judah!” Persia would not allow the Israelites to set up a king of Judah.
NOTE: Jerusalem had a history of rebelling against controlling empires. A strong wall around Jerusalem would have made rebellion more viable… there is no biblical evidence that Nehemiah was a descendant of David. (Breneman)
6:15 52 Days!
NOTE: The wall was estimated to be three feet thick.
NOTE: “The twenty-fifth of Elul” has been determined to correspond with October 2, 445 B.C.E (no 100% agreement on date). Elul was the sixth month so all the events of chaps. 2–6 fit into these six months. “In fifty-two days” seems very short, but there is no good reason to doubt it It shows what can be accomplished when the community works together under good leadership. (Breneman)
6:17 The Nobles of Tekoa had previously developed economic, political, and family ties with Nehemiah’s enemies. This is the group that did not help back in 3:5

7:2 Hanani and Hananiah
· Hanani short for “Nananiah”
· (Example: Micah is short for “Micaiah”)
7:5 Return of The List AKA “Hey, didn’t I just read this in Chapter 2?!”
The list used to choose those who would live in Jerusalem. Nehemiah makes clear that the census was approved by the Lord and not Satan, as in 1 Chr 21:1. (Breneman)
7:21 Money Talk
Daric- thick gold coin that pictured King Darius of Persia
Mina- a weight used measured silver and gold
Ezra Instructs the People (Nehemiah 7:73b–8:18)
Ezra leads a covenant renewal ceremony in which he reads from the law and teaches the people in two public assemblies.
Chapter 8- Is the Sunday with the LONG Gospel reading? 
NOTE: During the exile, Ezra and other priests had been collecting and editing the Torah, and it is this version or parts of it that Ezra reads.
8:10- “do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”
8:15-8:17 Festival of Booths a time of remembering how their ancestors wandered in the wilderness after escaping Egypt. NOTE: The people had not observed this holiday in this way since the time of Joshua.
The People Respond (Nehemiah 9:1–10:39)
After hearing the law in a third public assembly, the people respond with worship, prayer, and confession.
“Reading the Book of the Law made the people realize that they and their ancestors had constantly failed to keep the covenant with God.” (Breneman)
9:1-37 Is this Confessional Booth Big Enough for ALL Of Us?
The Confessing Rite included going without food, wearing rough clothing, and putting dirt on their heads and bodies.
9:4-6 
NOTE: God as Creator is a theme that is typical of post-exilic theological reflection. 
9:6-31 Ezra’s Prayer in 2 sections
1. (6-15) A recital of God’s salvation history on the part of Israel
a. NOTE: We use this format in our Communion liturgy
2. (16-31) A confession which ends in an assurance of God’s graciousness and mercy.
10:35 Wood Offering was an innovation to ensure that the altar at the temple was always lit (like our Eternal Flame above our altar)
10:35-37 First Fruits (AKA First Things First)
An offering that acknowledges with thankfulness that all comes from God.
Jerusalem Repopulated (Nehemiah 11:1–12:26)
Since Jerusalem can only hold one-tenth of the returning exiles, Nehemiah has the people cast lots to determine who should live in the city.
11:22 Asaph a family responsible for authoring Psalms 50, and 73-83 (12 total)
12:1-7 “Please Welcome Back on Stage….Zerubbabel and Jeshua!
The author of “Nezramiah” wants to bring his book to a close by uniting the Second Temple priesthood with the returnees, cementing the connection with the First Temple period.
12:22 Darius (Three Options)
1. Darius the Great, 
2. Darius II (Nothus), or 
3. Darius III, a contemporary of Alexander the Great.
Joyful Dedication (Nehemiah 12:27-43)
The enthusiastic ceremony of the dedication of the walls of Jerusalem forms the climax of Nehemiah’s mission.
12:43 “The joy of Jerusalem was heard far away.”
TWO Reasons for Rejoicing (Fensham):
1. The city was protected by a wall and could resist any attempt of the neighboring nations to attack it. 
2. The people had demonstrated that they could perform a major task as a unit, and this proved to be a great stimulus to their morale. 
Nehemiah’s Final Reforms (Nehemiah 12:44–13:31)
The story of Nehemiah concludes with Nehemiah correcting a series of abuses during a second term as governor.
13:1 “No Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God”- YOU MIGHT WANT TO READ RUTH!
13:4-9 “Hello, I Must Be Going” (Fensham)
· After twelve years in Jerusalem (445–433 B.C.), Nehemiah left Jerusalem for the Persian court. His leave of absence had expired. He had to ask the king permission to return to Jerusalem, because he obviously felt that his mission to reform his people had not yet been accomplished… It is not said for how long Nehemiah was absent from Jerusalem…
· “The purity of religion had to be maintained at any cost. This was absolutely necessary if the small community, beset as it was with all the temptations of paganism, was to be prevented from reverting to a compromise with the neighboring nations and bringing their ancestral religion into danger.”
13:23-30
Curse- Nehemiah cursed them, not in the modern sense of the word, but in terms of the pronouncement of a religious curse. In Neh. 10 the forming of a covenant is described with the stipulation that foreign marriages are out. If the covenant should be broken, the religious curse would come into effect. 
Fight!- Nehemiah struck some of the transgressors and pulled out their hair. He received his authority from the Persian king, and could thus take drastic action. It is also clear that he received strong opposition, although he did not demand from them, as Ezra did, that they should divorce their foreign wives. 
For the second time the Jews had to take an oath not to marry foreigners

 “Build A Wall” by Burlap To Cashmere
I am fire, I am gold
I am river, I am sea
I'm eternally the sound
That is screaming to be free
Shake the light
Drown the sun
Close the shades
Lock the door
Burn the pages of your life
As your body hits the floor
And as you weep you can hear it
There's an echo of a call
And through the violent bloody night
Nehemiah builds the wall
Songwriter: Steven Socrates Delopoulos
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