john
WRITTEN BY: John’s Gospel is based on the testimony of “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (John 21:20-25). The Gospel does not identify this disciple by name. Many early Christian writers thought he was John the son of Zebedee, although many recent scholars conclude that the beloved disciple’s identity remains unknown.
WHEN WAS IT WRITTEN? John was probably completed around 90 C.E., after the death of the beloved disciple (John 21:20-25). Although John is traditionally said to have been the last Gospel completed, it is probably not much later than Matthew and Luke. 
WRITTEN FOR WHOM: 
Craig Koester on John’s audience: “John’s Gospel was composed in a context where the identity of Jesus was disputed. Some considered claims that Jesus was the Messiah and Son of God to be incompatible with Jewish tradition, creating friction between Christians and synagogue members who did not share their views (John 9:24-34) …The experience of conflict is reflected in the attention the Gospel gives to questions about Jesus’ identity… At the same time, the Christian community had become more ethnically diverse by the time this Gospel was written, including now people of Jewish, Samaritan, and Greek background (1:35-51; 4:39-42; 12:20-21)...Jesus is identified as the bread of life, the light of the world, the good shepherd, and the true vine–imagery that was rooted in Israel’s Scriptures yet engaging to a diverse readership. This helps the Gospel remain a compelling book for readers today.”
John is a little different than the Synoptics. It reads more like a book. The Spiritual Gospel.
The Misadventures of John (the fourth wheel on the Gospel tricycle)
· Blame Canada Clement of Alexandria! “Last of all John perceiving that the external facts had been made plain in the gospel, being urged by his friends and inspired by the Spirit, composed a spiritual gospel” (Eusebius Ecclesiastical history 6.14.7)
· Spiritual- Spiritual meant less historical. This title “firmly established (John’s) fourth-tier status, a worthy supplement to the Synoptic Gospels but not at the same lever of historicity.” (Lewis)
· Less Historical lead to Later Dating. The assumption was a more spiritual Gospel implied a higher Christological presentation, which then necessitates time to develop. THEREFORE: John must have been written much later than the other Gospels, perhaps as last as the second century. 
· Later dating led to Distant Jesus. A high Christology is equated with a “diffident, mystical Jesus,” on far less ‘humanlike’ than what we find (in the other gospels).” (Lewis) 
· A Distant Jesus led to attraction from Heterodox movements (ex: Gnosticism and Docetism). If it appeals to heretics, that can’t be good! 

· Blame the Revised Common Lectionary! John does not have his own year HOWEVER there is a strong reliance on John for some of the most significant beliefs of the Christian faith, particularly the passion and resurrection of Christ. Also, the stories in John are long and unique. John’s length does not bode well to the pericope and for preachers. 
In John’s Defense:
· A number of “Facts” related to the historical Jesus are mined from John and not the other Gospels. 
· The supposition that Jesus’ ministry was three years in length is made possible by John, whose Jesus travels to Jerusalem for Passover three times.
· The other Synoptic gospels are not interested in history. The gospels are GOSPELS, the “Good News” of Jesus Christ. EXAMPLE: Mark begins his story of Jesus with no history or biography of him. (Lewis)
· Jesus is NOT distant in John. He is “a relational, deeply intimate Christ.” (Lewis) (EXAMPLE: The Jesus team-ups, the Last Supper, and Peter & Jesus)
OUTLINE:
I. Preamble (1:1-5)
II. The Testimonies of John (1:6-3:36)
III. Jesus’ Self-Revelation to the World (4:1-12:50)
IV. Jesus’ Self-Revelation to the Disciples (13:1-17:26)
V. Verification of Jesus’ Self-Revelation: Death and Resurrection (18:1-21:25)
1:1-18: The Prologue: Often proposed as an early Christian hymn to Christ focusing on: “The Word,” “God,” life,” “light,” “darkness,” “the world,” and “his own.” 
Consider this John’s thesis statement.
MAIN POINT: Jesus (“The Word”) existed BEFORE John (the book and the person).  A notion that appears already in poetic form in Paul’s letters: 1 Cor. 8:6, Phil. 2:6-11, Col. 1:15-20; 2:9
Word- “λόγος”- the independent personified expression of God, the Logos.                          - Greek literature shows traces of a way of thinking that was widespread in contemporary syncretism [“the practice of combining different beliefs and various schools of thought”] as well as in Jewish wisdom literature and Philo, the most prominent feature of which is the concept of the Logos, the independent, personified ‘Word’ (of God) (BDAG)

· “with” God = “by, at, near, at home with” or “close to God.”
· “extinguish” = Two-part definition “To make something one’s own, win, attain.” COMBINED WITH “to gain control of someone through pursuit, catch up with, seize.”
· “The darkness did not grasp it…in which case grasp easily passes over to the sense comprehend” “mostly of varieties of evil seize w. hostile intent, overtake, come upon “(BDAG)
IMO: What this means is that the Devil (The Darkness) could never “grasp” or “understand” or “comprehend” the selflessness of God (Jesus).
FACTOID: “I assure you”/ “Amen, amen, I say to you” is used by Jesus 25 times in the Gospel (always with the double “amen” or “truly, truly” in the Greek).
FACTOID: Notice Jesus’ first act in his public ministry in the four gospels. 
· Matthew: The Sermon on the Mount
· Mark: An exorcism
· Luke: A disturbing sermon in his hometown of Nazareth (and attempted murder)
· John: Changing water into wine
Jesus and the 7 Miracles (Signs)- Signs are things that point beyond themselves. 
1. The wedding at Cana in Galilee (Water into wine) 2:1-12,
2. The healing of a nobleman's son who was at the point of death 4:43-54,
3. The healing of a man at the sheep-gate pool John 5:1-18,
4. The feeding of five thousand 6:5-14, (*only miracle that appears in all four gospels*)
a. In John, it is Jesus, not the disciples, who metes out the food.
5. The walking on water 6:16-24,
6. The healing of the man born blind 9:1-7,
7. The raising of Lazarus 11:41-44
“I Am”- FACTOID: Jesus’ “I am” statements would have particular significance to the first-century Jewish listener. God had revealed Himself to Moses with a resounding “I AM” (Ex. 3:14). Jesus used the same words to describe “I Am” (John 4:26; 6:20; 13:19):
1. “I am the bread of life.” (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51) 
2. “I am the light of the world.” (John 8:12) 
3. “I am the gate (door) of the sheep.” (John 10:7,9)
4. “I am the good shepherd.” (John 10:11, 14) 
5. “I am the resurrection and the life.” (John 11:25) 
6. “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6) 
7. “I am the true vine.” (John 15:1, 5) 
GOSPEL TEAM-UP! Jesus meets and interacts with some very interesting people in John’s Gospel. 
· Nicodemus
· Samaritan Woman
· The Official 
· The Lame Man
· Adulterous Woman
· Blind Man
· Mary, Martha, and Lazarus 
· Pontius Pilate
John 3:16- For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life…(3:17) Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.John 6
Jesus and Bread of Life: John 6:26-71
Karoline Lewis: “Jesus as the Bread of Life cannot be understood as merely a metaphor, but rather as a literal revelation of who Jesus is and what abundant life entails. Bread, an essential component of daily life in the ancient world, is what Jesus is.”
NOTICE: The audience changes and dwindles: “The crowd” (6:24) to “the Jews” (6:41, 52) to “the disciples” (6:60-61)
Jesus moves away from Moses and the wilderness manna to how his bread (his body) is better than that of Moses’. This type of comparison would be a major factor in Jews walking away from Jesus (“a bridge/claim to far”).
Jesus and the Blind Man
“Expelled from the synagogue”- this expression is found in John (9:22, 12:42, 16:2) but nowhere else in ancient literature.  It is sometimes attached a so-called curse called the Bikrath ha-minim which was added to the central prayer of Jewish liturgy near the end of the 1st century CE to exclude Jewish Christians from the synagogues. HOWEVER: that “exclusion” was not in effect in Jesus’ time. 
The Last Supper: John 13-17: A progression in the relationship
The disciples graduate from “Students” to “Friends.” After the resurrection they graduate to “Brothers.” 

Peter and Jesus:
· “I don’t know him” (3 times) John 18: 13-18, 28-32
· “Do you love me?” (3 times) John 21:15-19
The Two Endings:
John 20 conveys a finality in the writer’s hope that the readers will believe. So the ending would finish with a message of Hope.
John 21 some scholars insist Chapter 21 was added later, either by the author or by someone else. BUT CAUTION: there is no evidence that John’s Gospel ever circulated without Chapter 21. So the ending would finish with a message of Grace. 
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