Written by: No idea. Likely more than one author.
NOTE: Many biblical scholars think that the story of Job comes from an older folktale that the author used as the framework for the book.
It’s also possible that Job is not a historical figure, but a folktale hero used by the author to set up the problem of undeserved suffering.
WARNING!  Job is NOT to be read as history. It is to be read as a meditation on the problem undeserved suffering.
Remember:
· Suffering is not always the result of sin.
· Prayer is the proper response to suffering;
· God cares for the good creation God has made and takes delight in it.
DYK: Job is mentioned twice in the bible: once in the OT and once in the NT
I. Ezekiel 14:12-20 as an example of a very righteous man (along with Noah and Daniel)
II. James 5:11 as an example of patience and endurance (just ignore Job chapters 3-41)
OUTLINE:
I. Prologue (Job 1-2)
II. Dialogues (Job 3-31)
III. The Emergence of a Fourth Counselor Named Elihu (Job 32-37)
IV. God Speaks (Job 38-41)
V. Conclusion and Epilogue (Job 42)
Prologue (Job 1-2)
NOTE: A LOT happens in the first two chapters. 
· We get to meet Job
· There are two conversations between God and Satan in heaven
· Tragedy happens to Job in two stages
· Then three friends come to “comfort” Job.
REMEMBER: Job is not an Israelite; but he is a worshiper of the true God. He, along with his friends, calls God “El,” “Eloah,” and “Elohim” (all meaning “God”), and “Shadday” (“the Almighty”), not “Yahweh” (“the LORD”). (Clines)
1:1 Uz?! NOTE: The location of Uz is unknown. It is also associated with the land of Edom (Lamentations 4:21). The name appears as a personal name in genealogies found in Genesis.
1:1 “Blameless and Upright”/ “Feared God and turned away from evil” (Hartley)
NOTE: Two sets of word pairs characterize Job as a man of untarnished character and devout faith.  
1. Blameless and upright, indicate that Job was a person of pure motivation. 
· Blameless frequently designates a sacrificial animal as “spotless, without blemish,” but when used with a person it means personal integrity, not sinless perfection (Josh. 24:14; Judg. 9:16, 19). The blameless person is one who walks in close fellowship with God (Gen. 17:1) and who delights in obeying the law (Ps. 119:1). He serves God wholeheartedly. 
· Upright depicts faithful adherence to God’s statutes (cf. 1 K. 14:8; 15:5) and an honest, compassionate manner in relating to others. Job treated others, including his servants, fairly and justly (31:13–23). Also, he zealously showed mercy to the unfortunate.
2. He feared God and turned away from evil describe Job’s devout faith. 
· The fear of God is an expression found throughout the OT and frequently in the Wisdom literature that stands for a solid trust in God. The Wisdom literature places the highest value on fearing God, asserting that it is the very foundation for true wisdom (Job 28:28; Prov. 1:7; 9:10). Whoever fears God avoids the very appearance of evil (Prov. 16:6b). 
· He turns from all enticements to wrongdoing (cf. 31:1–12) and never places his trust in any other god or thing (31:24–28). 
NOTE: The combination of these two word pairs and his vast wealth bore witness in his culture that Job excelled in wisdom (cf. Prov. 3:9–10).
1:2-3 “The greatest of all the people of the east” 
· 7 sons (great wind)
· 3 daughters (great wind)
· 7,000 sheep (fire)
· 3,000 camels (Chaldeans)
· 500 yoke of oxen (taken away by Sabeans)
· 500 donkeys (taken away by Sabeans)
· Many servants (killed by Sabeans) (fire) (Chaldeans)
NOTE: Job is stripped of what helps give a person identity- family and possessions.
1:6 Heavenly Beings also called the “sons of God.” The angels attend to God in God’s court.
God’s court: 1 Kings 22:19; Psalms 82:1; 89:5-8; Isaiah 6:1-3; Daniel 7:9-10
1:6 Satan Hebrew has “The Satan.” The article in Hebrew means the word functions as a title rather than a personal name. In Hebrew is means: “Accuser”/ “Adversary” (Hartley)
(Simundson) This Satan is best understood as a prosecuting attorney, someone who is given the task of investigating wrongdoing and bringing it to God’s attention. 
1:9-10 “Does Job fear God for nothing? Have you not put a fence around him and his house and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.” 
NOTE: Satan claims Job believes in God and obeys God only because of what Job gets out of it (Prosperity?). 
The Wager- “Take away all those blessings, and Job will curse you.”
1:22 “I’m still with you, God!”
2:7-8 “You know what I need? A bunch of sores!” 
2:9-10 Wife: “Would you please get mad, Job?!”
2:11-13 The Annoying Trinity (AKA “With friends like these…”)
1. Eliphaz the Temanite, 
2. Bildad the Shuhite, 
3. Zophar the Naamathite.
NOTE: Tearing of the clothes and putting dust on their heads was a ritual expressing grief in the ancient world. 
“Friends” (Hartley) has a wide range of meanings:
· an intimate counselor (1 Chr. 27:33), 
· a close friend (Deut. 13:7), 
· a party in a legal dispute (Exod. 22:8) 
NOTE: Friends often solemnized their relationship with a covenant, promising to care for each other under all kinds of circumstances.
DYK: Sitting in silence with the one mourning lasts seven days, and it still practiced today with the immediate family of a deceased person siting for seven days after the funeral, staying together in one house, and receiving visits from those who would comfort them. (Schifferfecker)
Dialogues (Job 3-31)
NOTE: The core of the book is the dialogues between Job and his friends. 
Dialogue has 3 Cycles:
1. Ch. 3-14
2. Ch. 15-21
3. Ch. 22-27
Job’s Lament (Job 3) (AKA “Pardon Me While I Break Out Into Poetry”)
Job’s Death Wish (3x)
1. 3:1-26
2. 7:15-16
3. 10:18-19
NOTE: As the book progresses, Job moves away from wishing for death and moves toward wishing for justice. 
3:2 Job said… NOTE: “Job 3:2 is one of the shortest verses in the Bible. 
· John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the KJV. 
· 1 Thessalonians 5:16 is the shortest verse in the Greek NT. 
· 1 Chronicles 1:25 is the shortest verse in the Hebrew OT. 
In Hebrew Job 6:1; 9:1; 12:1; 16:1; 19:1; 21:1; 23:1; 26:1 are the same as 3:2.” (Alden)
Job’s first lament has him wishing to plunge the whole world into the chaos his life has become. In a way, this a reversal to the Creation story from Genesis (“Let there be light” vs. “Let that day be darkness!”)
Let Chaos Reign! (John E. Hartley)
“Job wishes that he had never been born, but the only way that such a wish could be realized would be to have the day of his birth removed from the calendar. As long as the day of his birth is recreated every year, his existence continues until his death. But if that day never had been created, he would never have existed.
The only way for the day of his birth to be removed from the calendar is to have it removed from the yearly cycle through a counter-cosmic incantation, a spell designed to turn cosmic order, in this case a day ruled by the light of life, into chaos, a gap of time dominated by darkness. A counter-cosmic incantation reverses the stages God took in creating the world. 
It was believed that God created each day in the same way that he created the world (Gen. 1:1–2:4). Thus every day, being a new creation, bore witness to God’s lordship and his creative powers. In contrast, chaos is an unorganized and lifeless mass of water overshadowed by total darkness (cf. Gen. 1:2). But since the day of Job’s birth had already been created, the only way that Job might vanish would be to have that day returned to the primordial chaos. If no light had shone on that day, there would have been no life, no birth, particularly Job’s. With this spell Job seeks to become totally nonexistent.”
REMEMBER: Job does not curse God. Instead, he pronounces a curse on the day of his birth and the night of his conception (the beginning and end of gestation), as if wishing it to be obliterated from the calendar. (Crenshaw)
3:8 The Sea and Leviathan
NOTE: The sea was a symbol of chaos in the ancient world (remember how Revelation turns the water from a symbol of chaos to peace).
NOTE: Many ancient Near Eastern cultures had stories of the gods defeating the sea/sea monster in order to establish creation.
The Sea Monster (or Dragon) was a symbol of chaos and was known by various names:
· Rahab
· Lotan
· Leviathan
NOTE: Some ancient magicians obviously believed they could rouse up Leviathan, thus Job calls upon them.
The First Cycle of Speeches (Job 4-14)
4:1-5:27 First Up: Eliphaz 
NOTE: Eliphaz’s tone will change over the course of the dialogue. Here, his tone is more comforting and encouraging. By Chapter 22, he resorts to harsh language and accuses Job of all sorts of wrongdoing.

4:6 “Is not your fear of God your confidence, and the integrity of your ways your hope?” 
· “What you offered other people in their times of comfort, now that it is YOU, things are different?” 
· “Where is your faith you preach about to others?”
4:7 “Think now, who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the upright cut off?”
· “They (your loved ones) must have had it coming, amiright?”
· “What did YOU do?”
NOTE: Remember that in many parts of the Bible that we have read, there was a belief in retributive justice (righteousness rewarded/sin punished)
“The whole book of Job can be understood as an argument against the doctrine of retributive justice.” (Schifferdecker)
5:6-7 “For misery does not come from the earth, nor does trouble sprout from the ground; but human beings are born to trouble just as sparks fly upward.”
· “We are human. We are going to mess up.”
5:17-27 Is an amazing Psalm-like praise in God’s mercy. “For he wounds, but he binds up; he strikes, but his hands heal.”
NOTE: Eliphaz opens with a beatitude: blessed is the man whom God reproves. (Hartley)
NOTE: Eliphaz understands discipline or reproof as an intermediate step in the doctrine of retribution. One who needs correcting is reproved in order that he might repent and find forgiveness lest he persist in his error and experience the full punishment his error merits. (Hartley)
DID YOU KNOW (Alden): 
· “Blessed” is the same word that opens the Psalter (1:1). 
· For the first of thirty-one times, “the Almighty,” appears. 
· This is the second most common word for God in the book.
6:10 “…for I have not denied the words of the Holy One.”
6:14-21 My “Friends” The Dry Beds
Torrent-bed (Wadi)- a geographical feature common in the Near East. Wadis are streambeds that run with water in the rainy season but dry up in the heat of summer. In the springtime or after a rain, such streams are deceiving. They seem abundant, but they soon will fail. (Alden)
“The friends overflow with loyal kindness during the good times, but when the heat of trials comes, they dry up; they turn out to be undependable.”- (Hartley)
6:19 Tema and Sheba
“In connection with caravan trade Job mentions two famous cities, Tema and Sheba. Tema was a center of trade routes in northwestern Arabia, and Sheba was a center in southwestern Arabia. Caravans from these cities made regular commercial ventures through this barren land, following a path that had intermittent stations with dependable water sources. But if they came on a dependable well or spring and found it dry, they would be taken by surprise. In desperation a caravan would leave the valley floor and twist its way up through the wasteland looking for water but find no trace of it. The entire caravan would perish in the trackless sands. Caught by their folly of relying on that which failed them, they are ashamed and confounded.”- Hartley
7:7-21 “My life is a breath…I will not restrain my mouth…I will speak…I will complain.”
· “Hey, I have nothing to lose. I’m going to let it rip!”
· NOTE: For the first time, Job speaks directly to God (he starts to use the singular “You” to address God, rather than the plural “You” he had been using).
7:9 Sheol the Israelite name for “the grave” or “the underworld.” 
It was not “hell.” It was a dark, silent, confined place from which there was no return.
7:17-21 VS. Psalm 8:4 “What are human beings?” (Schifferdecker)
· Same question asked in both passages.
· The Psalmist says that God values humanity highly and gives them dominion over the rest of the world.
· Job says that God watched humans like a hawk, waiting for them to sin so that God can punish them.
7:20-21 “Why are you mad at ME, God?!”
8:1-22 Next Up: Bildad
8:4 “If your children sinned against him, he delivered them into the power of their transgression.” (AKA “Swing And A Miss!”)
“Bildad states that whoever experiences calamity has sinned…Therefore, God is surely just in regard to their death. Bildad proves to be too insensitive to Job’s anguish to avoid using his children as an illustration of God’s ways.” (Hartley)
9:1-24 Job responds “Our God is an awesome unpredictable God.”
Job says God is the all-powerful creator BUT that God is unpredictable and cruel.
9:1-3, 13-35 “I’m calling my lawyer!”  
Job begins to speak of his desire to take God to court. He also thinks he would not get a fair trial since God is powerful.
10:1-22 “Loathes of Bread” 
“Job vents his pent-up emotions. He despises his ceaseless pain, for it causes him to loathe his own life. The agony churning inside him compels him to speak his thoughts boldly and freely. He is justifying his complaint against God in the fact that God has made his soul so bitter.” (Hartley)
10:8-17 Two pictures of God in Job’s Speech (echoes Psalm 22)
1. Job acknowledges God as his maker;
2. Job accuses God of destroying him, of hunting him like a lion. 
NOTE: A lament is a form of prayer that allows the speaker to complain to God honestly while never “letting go” of God.
11:1-20 Next Up: Zophar
11:5, 7 “But oh, that God would speak, and open his lips to you,.. “Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you find out the limit of the Almighty?”  (Careful What You Wish For)
12:3; 13:2 “I am not inferior to you”
12:4 Laughingstock 
NOTE: “Job was regarded by all as one whose secret sins had found him out; his honor had turned to derision and his fame to shame. It is easy and tempting to take joy in the demise of the rich and famous.” (Alden)
13:7-19 “I shall be vindicated” Job warns his friends that God can easily judge them just as much as God will judge him.
14:1-2 Job wonders why God is paying so much attention to his life (a mere human).
14:13 My Sheol, My Hideaway
C. The Second Cycle of Speeches (Job 15-21)
The tension builds as the three friends become more condemning of Job, and he becomes more defensive. 
15:1-35 Eliphaz tags in… and everyone gets a little more angry!
15:7-8 “Are you the firstborn of the human race? Were you brought forth before the hills? Have you listened in the council of God? And do you limit wisdom to yourself?”
· “I can be sarcastic too, J-Dawg!”
16:7-14 “God has worn me out”
· “God has treated me like an enemy. He hates me!”
18:1-21 Bildad gives it another whirl…
· “God hates the wicked. Therefore, God must hate you!”  
19:25 “I know that my Redeemer lives.”
The Hebrew word for “redeemer” means a close relative responsible for “redeeming” a person who has had to sell himself or his land to pay a debt (Lev. 25)
NOTE: Job holds out hope that even when he dies, that God will be there at his side.
20:1-29 Zophar gets “Wicked” on Job
· “The wicked are punished.”
21:1-34 Job’s response:
· “No. They’re not.”
D. The Third Cycle of Speeches (Job 22-27)
The breakdown in communication between Job and his friends continues. 
NOTE: Bildad has only a short speech (6 verses) and there is no speech by Zophar. 
NOTE NOTE: Some scholars argue Job’s speech at the end of Ch. 27 (verses 7-23) is actually Zophar’s, since it talks about how God will punish the wicked. Other scholars posit that Job is giving a mocking speech.
22:1-24:25 Third Time’s The Charm! Pt. 1: Eliphaz
Where we started: Eliphaz is gentle and praises Job’s work on behalf of those who suffer.
How it’s going now: Eliphaz criticizes Job for:
· Taking money from Job’s family
· Stripping the naked of their clothing
· Withholding water to the thirsty
· Withholding food to the hungry
· Giving Job’s land over to the rich
· Leaving widows empty-handed
· Crushing the arms of the orphans
22:22-23 Repent and be restored (Prosperity Gospel-ish)
23:16 “God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me;”
24:2 Removing landmarks 
NOTE: The wicked removed stones and other objects used to define a person’s land (i.e. stealing property).
24:5-6 Scavengers
NOTE: It was custom in Israel to leave stalks of grain in the field for poor people (i.e. stealing).
24:9 Snatching the orphan
NOTE: Kidnapping a baby from someone who owed money as a guarantee of the loan (forbidden by law and punishable by death according to Deut. 24:7)
25:1-6 Third Time’s The Charm! Pt. 2: Bildad
Short and to the point. Bildad questions Job being “blameless” and “upright” (which is Job’s description in 1:1)

26:5-14 Job or Bildad
NOTE: Some scholars believe this is the continuation of Bildad’s speech from Ch. 25. But Job has said similar things about God’s power (9:1-13).
27:1-23 Job maintains his innocence (He will not break).
Pardon The Interruption for this Wisdom Poem (Job 28)
NOTE:  It is uncertain who the speaker is–Job or one of his friends or the editor of the book. 
· The main point is that human wisdom, though wonderful, is limited and only God can truly know wisdom.
· This will be expressed more fully by God later in the book.
28:28 ‘Truly, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.’”
ECHOES back to 1:1 “(Job) was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.”
F. Job’s Final Monologue (Job 29-31) (His Final Defense)
· 29:1-25	Job longs for the “good old days.”
· Job was the center of attention
· He was the helper of the poor
· He was leader of the elders
· He was like a king among his troops
· 30:1-31	Job hates his “bad current days”
· Job is the object of scorn and ridicule
· He even gets ridiculed by the outcasts
· 31:1-40	Job makes an Oath
· Job lists a number of sins and swears he has not committed them
· Using the language of a court of law, Job calls on God to answer!
29:7-10	NOTE: The city gate was the place where important business was discussed and transacted 
29:12-16	Job directly responds to Eliphaz’s earlier charges against him.


30:11 “God has loosed my bowstring” 
NOTE: The archer’s bow and arrow were symbols of power and strength. So God has made Job’s former power and influence useless.
The Emergence of a Fourth Counselor Named Elihu (Job 32-37)
Elihu (a new, younger counselor )speaks for six chapters with no response from Job. 
NOTE: There is some argument among scholars whether Elihu brings anything new to the discussion or whether he merely represents a later attempt to deal more helpfully with questions of suffering.
NOTE: Elihu does not appear before or after these chapters. For this reason, many scholars believe these chapters are a late addition to the original book. 
36:15-16 Elihu’s version of “Hang in there!”
37:23-24 Elihu claims God will not pay attention to people like Job who think they are wise, especially those who think they know better than God.
BUT GUESS WHAT GOD DOES NEXT????
God Speaks (Job 38-41): The Divine Speeches
Is Job guilty or not? “NO COMMENT”- God
Why do innocent people suffer and the wicked escape untouched by calamity? “NO COMMENT” - God
38:1 Whirlwind “Tempest” “Storm” A storm often attended Yahweh’s coming (Hartley)
38:3; 40:7 Gird up your loins like a man
38:4- “Where you there? No! No, you weren’t!”- God
38:8-11 NOTE: In ancient times, many thought that a defeat of the sea (a force of chaos) needed to happen before creation could be established.
In this section, God does not defeat the sea, instead God attends the birth of the sea. Thus, the sea is not a force of chaos but a rambunctious infant who needs to be restrained so that it doesn’t hurt itself or others. God makes sure the sea has a place in creation. (Schifferdecker)
DID YOU NOTICE: 38:25-27 Human beings are almost completely absent from the divine speeches. 
Why? God takes Job’s focus off himself and expands Job’s vision of the world to include places and creatures he never imagines.
Human beings are NOT the most important creatures in the world.
39:5-12 The Wild Donkey and The Wild Ox 
DYK: The wild donkey and wild ox are two creatures that cannot be tamed by human beings (as opposed to their domestic cousins). Thus, those two animals cannot serve humans. EXCEPTION: The War Horse (39:19-25) is a wild animal but it serves humanity and has a human rider. 
40:1-5 Job answers God
· “I got nothing, God.”
40:6-14 God challenges Job
· “You want my job, JOB?”
· “No thanks, God!”
40:15-24 Behemoth NOTE: Behemoth is a strong land animal living in or near water. Similar characteristics of a hippo. But it is more than animal as it has strength of bronze and iron.                                      The point is: God made Behemoth just as God made Job. 
41:1-34 Leviathan NOTE: Mythological Sea Dragon. A symbol of chaos.                              The point is: God gives Leviathan a place in creation, while at the same time God has control over it. God delights in the beauty and wildness of all His creatures.
Conclusion and Epilogue (Job 42)
42:1-6 Job answers God (AKA “To Paraphrase A Fish Called Wanda”)
· JOB : I'm really really sorry, I apologize unreservedly. 
· GOD: You take it back. 
· JOB: I do, I offer a complete and utter retraction.
THE POINT: “Human beings are not the center of God’s attention. Nevertheless, human beings are recipients of God’s care, along with the rest of the creatures God loves.”- Schifferdecker 
42:7-9 God rebukes Job’s friends (ALSO: The return of the Prose Narrative from Chapters 1 and 2)
· “(F)or you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” (Said twice by God)
· Translated: The friends never spoke directly to God or offer prayers for Job who is suffering. 
· Whereas Job speaks increasingly to God, rather than just about God.
· And then Job prays for his friends!
42:10-17 God restores Job’s fortunes (two-fold) 
Job’s brothers and sisters eat with him and show him sympathy and comfort “or all the evil that the LORD had brought upon him;”
· 14,000 sheep
· 6,000 camels
· 1,000 yoke of oxen
· 1,000 donkeys
· 7 sons
· 3 daughters (The most beautiful girls in the land) (given an inheritance VERY rare back then)
· Job lives 140 years
· Saw four generations of his family.
· He died “full of days.”
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