James 
Written by “James” 
FACTOID: There were THREE important people in the early Christian community named “James.”
1. James, brother of John, son of Zebedee
2. James, apostle, son of Alphaeus 
3. James, leader of the church in Jerusalem, “brother of the Lord,” martyred just before the Jewish War of 66-70 CE.
James #3 is the most likely author of the letter because:
1. He writes with authority and calls himself a teacher.
2. He is comfortable in the worlds of both Christianity and Judaism
3. He has a detailed understanding of the OT.
4. His message reflects Jesus’ teaching (with emphasis on The Sermon on the Mount)
Scot McKnight on significance of James #3 in the NT: “That James, brother of Jesus, was an established leader in Jerusalem — Paul calls him a “pillar” (Gal 2:9) — gave this letter the authority that was needed to keep it afloat through the canonical process in spite of the tragic neglect and sometimes biased dismissal of Christian Judaism. Forgotten in the rise of both Peter and Paul is the fact that James cast a shadow over them in Jerusalem’s earliest messianic community (see Gal 2:12; Acts 15:13–21; 21:18; 1 Cor 15:7). In the Lukan portrayal of James at the Jerusalem Conference, James is depicted as a wise man, a theologically-astute leader, open to Gentile inclusion in the messianic community with conditions, and desirous of reconciling split parties. It was James who delivered the most effective speech at that conference (Acts 15:13–21), and in the literary tradition final speeches are reserved for the most influential leader.”
When: Possibly early 60’s CE. The writer is at home in the world of Judaism and the Christian community was still largely Jewish. 
To Whom: “To the twelve tribes who are scattered outside the land of Israel” (1:1) = The Jewish Christians outside Palestine who are facing trials and tribulations. 
Not Just a Letter. It can also be placed in the category of Wisdom Literature which was widespread throughout the Middle East during the 1st century CE.  The letter contains many sayings expressing wise instructions on how to live happily under God’s rule. 
THEME 1: “Don’t just be hearers be DOERS!”
THEME 2: “Choose a friendship with God over a friendship with the world.” James uses “the world” as a symbol for whatever is ethically opposed to God.

FACTOID: Martin Luther did not like this letter. He called it “an epistle of straw” because:
· Jesus is mentioned directly twice (1:1, 2:1) 
· No reference to death and resurrection
OUTLINE:
· Introduction (1:1-27)
· Body of Letter: Actions not words (2:1-5:6)
· Conclusion (5:7-20)
PJ’S PICKS
Do The Work:

1:22-25: “You must be doers of the word and not only hearers who mislead themselves. Those who hear but don’t do the word are like those who look at their faces in a mirror. They look at themselves, walk away, and immediately forget what they were like. But there are those who study the perfect law, the law of freedom, and continue to do it. They don’t listen and then forget, but they put it into practice in their lives. They will be blessed in whatever they do.”

2:14-17 “My brothers and sisters, what good is it if people say they have faith but do nothing to show it? Claiming to have faith can’t save anyone, can it? Imagine a brother or sister who is naked and never has enough food to eat. What if one of you said, “Go in peace! Stay warm! Have a nice meal!”? What good is it if you don’t actually give them what their body needs? In the same way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in faithful activity.”

2:26 “As the lifeless body is dead, so faith without actions is dead.”

1:5 “But anyone who needs wisdom should ask God, whose very nature is to give to everyone without a second thought, without keeping score. Wisdom will certainly be given to those who ask.”

1:9-11- Poor (high status) and Rich (low status). Those who are poor can find joy in their new status as followers of Jesus. Those who are rich should not find joy in their possessions but in their new status with God. 

Scot McKnight on the connection between James’ reversals with The Magnificat: “The theme of reversal inherent in the correlative exhortation of James 1:9–10 belongs to the same Anawim tradition (the “poor ones” who remained faithful to God in times of difficulty) in which Mary’s Magnificat gets its magic from one reversal after another. One must consider once again the impact of Mary, mother of Jesus, on the messianic Jewish community through the influence of James.”

NT Wright on the Wildflowers image: “What he is saying is that we must learn to trust God and his word rather than the snares of the world. He has two kinds of snares in mind: the snare of wealth, and the snare of actual temptation. (The two often go together, of course, as when someone is tempted to cheat or steal to become rich.) And he is warning that these powerful impulses are deeply deceptive. They are like the wonderful wildflowers which spring up out in the open country: here today, gone tomorrow, or even sooner if the sun is hot. The question is, what is going to last? What is permanent? And his answer is clear: God and his word. And the ‘word’ is not merely the word that conveys true information. When God speaks, things happen. Things happen to us. Things happen in us. The word of God is like medicine which goes down deep inside, healing our inner hurts and changing our inner motivations, so that we become different people (verse 18).”

1:13-15: “No one who is tested should say, “God is tempting me!” This is because God is not tempted by any form of evil, nor does he tempt anyone. Everyone is tempted by their own cravings; they are lured away and enticed by them. Once those cravings conceive, they give birth to sin; and when sin grows up, it gives birth to death.”

1:20 “This is because an angry person doesn’t produce God’s righteousness.”

1:22 “You must be doers of the word and not only hearers who mislead themselves. Those who hear but don’t do the word are like those who look at their faces in a mirror. They look at themselves, walk away, and immediately forget what they were like. But there are those who study the perfect law, the law of freedom, and continue to do it. They don’t listen and then forget, but they put it into practice in their lives. They will be blessed in whatever they do.”

NT Wright on the dangerous power of the human tongue: This is all of a piece with what he has just said about God’s word. It isn’t just conveying information; it actually does things, changes things, brings about a new and lasting state of affairs. So in this passage we see God’s word going to work, at the same time as we hear a warning about our human words going to work in a rather different direction. As so often in James, when you hold what seem to be different ideas side by side, from one paragraph to another, a much bigger picture emerges.”

2:1-13: Anti-Favoritism.  NT Wright on Favoring the Rich (and underlying issues): “But James goes further than simply insisting on equality of treatment. He hints at something he will develop later: that the rich are likely to be oppressors, and even persecutors, of the church. In every society, unless it takes scrupulous care, the rich can operate the ‘justice’ system to their own advantage. They can hire the best lawyers; they can, perhaps, even bribe [Letters, p. 15] the judges. They can get their way, and the poor have to put up with it. And in James’s society ‘the rich’ may be more sinister still. As verse 7 indicates, in the first century it was most likely ‘the rich’ who were anxious about the dangers of this new messianic movement, these raggle-taggle Jesus-followers, making a fuss about an executed madman and thinking that God’s new world had already been born. Don’t they know who’s in charge around here? And James is ready with his answer: Yes, it’s King Jesus who’s in charge. He is the Lord, the anointed one, the King of glory (verse 1)!”
2:9 “But when you show favoritism, you are committing a sin, and by that same law you are exposed as a lawbreaker.”

3:1-12 Watch that tongue! 

3:9 “With it we both bless the Lord and Father and curse human beings made in God’s likeness.”

Patrick J. Hartin on God’s likeness: “Human begins are created in God’s image and likeness (Gen. 1:26-27). The basis for not cursing another person is because they are in God’s image and likeness. To curse a human being is, in effect, to curse God (Gen. 9:6). 

4:4 “You unfaithful people! Don’t you know that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God?”

Patrick Hartin on Unfaithful- “The bond of marriage is a common biblical image for the covenant between God and God’s people. Breaking the covenant with God is similar to being an unfaithful spouse.”

4:7-8a “Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will run away from you. Come near to God, and he will come near to you.”

4:11-12 “Brothers and sisters, don’t say evil things about each other. Whoever insults or criticizes a brother or sister insults and criticizes the Law. If you find fault with the Law, you are not a doer of the Law but a judge over it. There is only one lawgiver and judge, and he is able to save and to destroy. But you who judge your neighbor, who are you?”

HELPFUL HINT: 4:15-5:6 contains two warnings similar to those use by the OT Prophets.
1. For the merchants. James warns them about making plans without mention of God’s will.
2. For landowners: James warns they have amassed their fortunes on the back of workers.

5:6- “You have condemned and murdered the righteous one, who doesn’t oppose you.” NOT a reference to Jesus. We have no tradition that the wealthy were responsible for Jesus’ death. James is referring to the type of person the wealthy oppress and kill: the innocent, righteous person oppressed by the rich. 

HELPFUL HINT: The conclusion differs from Paul but is similar to those of 1 John 5:16-20 and Jude 22-23. Those endings call on the community to pray for those who sin so that they will change their evil ways. 
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