Ephesians 
Written by “Paul” in late first century.
This letter:
· Paul’s least personal; not written to address any specific problem.
· Paul’s most general; There are not many references to the people in the church.
“Ephesial” Quirks:
· Some sentences in letter are unusually long.
· 1:3-14 is ONE long sentence
· 3:1-6 is ONE long distance
· 90 words appear in letter that do not appear in any other letters written by Paul
· Jesus is called “The Beloved” and “The Head Over All Things For The Church” (nowhere else in Paul’s letters)
Ephesians gives us a good summary of Paul’s basic understanding of Christian thought and Christian living. 
Ephesus: A large seaport city in the Roman province of Asia.
· Important center of the early Christian mission in Asia Minor
· According to Acts 19, Paul spent more time in Ephesus than anywhere else.
· The Ephesian church was a Gentile church.
· Paul’s audience is mostly lower-class people, including many slaves. Slaves did not enjoy many of the privileges in society, but God chose to share with them His eternal plan. 
OUTLINE:
I. God’s victory in Christ (1:1-3:21) 
II. Living as God’s Victorious People in Christ (4:1-6:24)


PJ Picks:
God’s choice: 1:4 “God chose us in Christ to be holy and blameless in God’s presence before the creation of the world. 5 God destined us to be his adopted children through Jesus Christ because of his love.” 
The Seal: 1:13 “You too heard the word of truth in Christ, which is the good news of your salvation. You were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit because you believed in Christ.” The seal of the Holy Spirit-indicates God’s ownership of them/us and guaranteeing their/our final salvation.
At One Time 2:8-10 God saves because of God’s love. Not because of something we do or do not do. 
“Body” Talk (8 passages) 
1. 1:22-23
2. 2:17-22
3. 3:6
4. 3:14
5. 4:1-5
6. 4:14-16
7. 4:25
8. 4:29
“Anger Management” 	4:25-32 
Children of the Light 	5:6-14

“Household Code”		5:22-6:9
In ancient thought, the patriarch rules his household in such a way that his wife furthered his public reputation, his children were controlled and regarded as less than fully human, and his slaves were seen as being subhuman. 
What makes Paul’s Code different?
· Paul addresses the weaker member of each pair first (the church includes and serves all members, not just the member on top)
· Each member has dignity and a role to play.
· No one is controlled or manipulated.
· Slaves are treated with dignity which paved the way for the eventual elimination of the practice. 
The Armor of God 6:13-17
Pieces of the Armor:
1. Belt of truth
2. Breastplate of justice
3. Shoes for peace sharing
4. Shield of faith, a firehose to extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
5. Helmet of salvation
6. Sword of the Spirit (God’s Word)




