colossians
Written by “Paul” (55 C.E. or 65-75 C.E.)
Why not considered a “real” Paul letter?
1. The church extends throughout the world. (Was not worldwide yet)
2. Christ is ruler because of his pre-existence not his resurrection (Romans 1:4).
3. The believer’s resurrection is spoken as a present reality rather than a future hope (Romans 6:5,8). 
Colossae- 135 miles east of Ephesus. Close to the city of Laodicea. 
Paul has not been to either city. Epaphras may have been the first person to preach the gospel in Colossae. 
Seen in Paul’s letters, Work is an important part of the Christian faith and faithfulness.
Inheritance- In the OT, God’s people understood the land of Israel as their inheritance. But now, Paul changes that expectation and inheritance refers to the kingdom of Jesus Christ.
“A triumphant parade” (2:15)- Victorious Roman generals would lead captives in parade to shame Rome’s enemies and show their own glory. 
“Disarmed” (2:15) means to be stripped of everything, even one’s clothes.  

Outline:
I. Opening (1:1-8)
II. The Kingdom of the Son (1:9-2:5)
III. Living in Christ (2:6-4:6)
IV. Greetings and Blessings (4:7-18)
PJ’S Picks
“The image of the Invisible God!” 1:15-20
· Probably an early Christ hymn (see Philippians 2:6-11) 
· Uses language from Genesis 1 to describe the pre-existent Christ. 
“The Secret Plan” (1:26-27) is to be told and listen to the openly declared gospel of Christ. 

“The Situation” (2:8-23)
Colossians are facing temptation to turn to distinctively Jewish practices such as circumcision, food laws, and sabbath keeping. (Some scholars propose this section suggest a form of an early Jewish Gnosticism. Gnosticism is a religion that seeks special knowledge in order to escape from the corrupt world.)
“The answer”- Christ is great than all alternative means of salvation. 
Christ is enough! No additional knowledge or Jewish practices are needed. 
“Household Code 2” 3.18-21- a recap of Ephesians 5
· It almost feels like an ancient form of Cut & Paste. 
· Instruction was given to pairs of people.
· In the ancient world, one member of the pair (husband, parent, master) was assumed to be inherently superior. The other (wife, child, slave) was thought to be inherently inferior. Both members were to act their parts. Paul may have used this form of instruction to show how important life in the household was for the church and for wider society. Or it may have been a way to show a world hostile to Christians that Christians were respectable. 
· HOWEVER, hierarchy does not have the last word. Paul has taught the Colossians that everyone in equal in Christ. 
Nympha 4:15- As host to the church, this early Christian woman was a leader and authority in the church. 
Also mentioned: Tychius (Acts 20:4, Ephesians 6:24), Onesimus (Philemon), Aristarchus (Acts 19:9, 20:4, 27:2)
Mark- 
· He was so close a friend that Peter could call him his son (1 Peter 5:13)
· Was part of Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey (role of secretary) (Acts 13:5)
· Mark quit and went home (Acts 13:13). It was a long time before Paul could forgive that. 
· Barnabas wanted to bring Mark on their 2nd journey, but Paul refused, Paul and Barnabas parted company and never worked together again (Acts 15:36–40). 
· Was with Paul in his last imprisonment, and Paul had once again come to look on him as a most useful man to have around (Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11). 
