3 john 

Written by:	“The Elder” 
· someone who was a church leader 
· a position of great dignity and respect
· Elsewhere in the New Testament it refers to groups of leaders in local churches (1 Tim 4:14; 5:17-22; 2 Tim 1:6; Titus 1:5-9)
Written To: Gaius (GUY-us) – A very common name back then as James and John are now. 
· From the letter we can learn that Gaius was a member of one of the churches over which the writer of the letter exercised some oversight. 
· The way the Elder addresses Gaius as one of "my children" (verse 4) implies that the author was his spiritual teacher or church leader.
NOTE: The name found FOUR times in the NT (Acts 19:29; 20:4; Rom16:23; 1 Cor 1:14). There are no reasons for identifying this Gaius with any of the other bearers.
NOTE: This is one of the few letters in the New Testament addressed to an individual Christian.
How To Be Co-Workers Of The Truth:
· Offer hospitality
· Lend support when people do good
· Preach the Gospel
· Encourage others to be co-workers with us
OUTLINE:
I. Greeting and Address (3 John 1)
II. Opening (3 John 2-8)
III. Diotrephes (3 John 9-12)
IV. Closing and Travel Plans (3 John 13-15)
“Truth” (2-8) The elder demonstrates the emphasis on "truth" that runs through the letters of John as well as the Gospel of John.
John ends his letter with a short note about his possible arrival in person and with a blessing
Blessing is the asking for or the giving of God’s favor. Isaac was tricked into blessing Jacob instead of his firstborn Esau. At the Last Supper Jesus offered a blessing over bread and wine. To be blessed is to be favored by God. More
The Good List:
· Gaius – Showed great hospitality to traveling missionaries.
· Demetrius – faithful attitude and behavior
The Bad List:
· Diotrephes- slanders The Elder and refuses hospitality to the Elder’s followers.
· Some scholars have wondered if Diotrephes might be the one mentioned in 1 John 4:1-6 and 2 John 7 as one of the "false prophets" or "the deceiver.”

