2 timothy
Written by: “Paul”
Written to: Timothy
Written when: 
· 1 Timothy (written earlier in Paul’s ministry)
· 2 Timothy (written later, possibly right before Paul’s death)
FACTOID: There are a lot of connections with Romans 
The letter follows the movements of Paul’s Mission Team:
· Demas
· Cescens
· Titus
· Luke
· Mark and Tychius
· Prisca (Priscilla) and Aquila
· Onesiphorous
· Erastus
· Trophimus 
KEEP IN MIND: Paul concentrates on telling Timothy about the people who have failed to support him at his time of need, and about those who have opposed him. 
REMEMBER: Paul is writing at the end of his life, and he offers himself as a model for Timothy to follow and identify with in suffering and in partnership with the gospel.
OUTLINE
I. Introduction (1:1-7)
II. Body (1:8-4:8)
a. Don’t be ashamed of the testimony about the Lord or Paul
b. Pass on the message and share the suffering.
c. Avoid behavior that causes conflict with opponents.
d. Avoid ungodly people.
e. Take Paul as your model.
f. Timothy’s commission
g. Paul’s Departure
III. Letter Closing (4:9-22) 

Paul’s How To:
· Teach
· Speak
· Handle his opponents 

REMEMBER: When you read this letter, it sounds like Timothy needs a sabbatical, a spiritual recharge. That would make sense since the letters appear to be several years apart. And ministry leaders do experience lulls and valleys that affect their faith and work. 
Another Major theme: “Placed in my trust” Paul has confidence that God is able to protect or guard the valuable things under his care. Paul COULD be referring to his own well-being as he is in prison. 

PJ’S PICKS
2 Timothy 1:3-7- I’m grateful to God, whom I serve with a good conscience as my ancestors did. I constantly remember you in my prayers day and night. 4 When I remember your tears, I long to see you so that I can be filled with happiness. 5 I’m reminded of your authentic faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice. I’m sure that this faith is also inside you. 6 Because of this, I’m reminding you to revive God’s gift that is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 God didn’t give us a spirit that is timid but one that is powerful, loving, and self-controlled.
2 Timothy 1:8-14 “So don’t be ashamed of the testimony about the Lord or of me, his prisoner. Instead, share the suffering for the good news, depending on God’s power. 9 God is the one who saved and called us with a holy calling. This wasn’t based on what we have done, but it was based on his own purpose and grace that he gave us in Christ Jesus before time began. 10 Now his grace is revealed through the appearance of our savior, Christ Jesus. He destroyed death and brought life and immortality into clear focus through the good news. 11 I was appointed a messenger, apostle, and teacher of this good news. 12 This is also why I’m suffering the way I do, but I’m not ashamed. I know the one in whom I’ve placed my trust. I’m convinced that God is powerful enough to protect what he has placed in my trust until that day. 13 Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you heard from me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Protect this good thing that has been placed in your trust through the Holy Spirit who lives in us.


BOO!- negative examples of people who have ruined their faith because they missed their goal of a good conscience 
· Phygelus
· Hermogenes
· Hymenaeus (also mentioned in 1 Timothy 1:20 along with Alexander [who Paul mentions really hurt him later in 2 Tim. 4:14-15])
· Philetus
YAY!
· Onesiphorus

Ch. 2
2:9 “This is the reason I’m suffering to the point that I’m in prison like a common criminal. But God’s word cannot be imprisoned.”
2:11-13 probably part of a hymn or creed of the early church. It ties good news with shared suffering. 
2:24 “God’s slave” a leader belongs to God and represents God.
Ch.3
2 Timothy 3:1-9  	
Vice List Part Duex (see 1 Tim. 1:9-10)
More BOO!
Jannes and Jambres- Egyptian magicians (ungodly opponents) and were the opponents of Moses (Exo. 7:3-13)
Role Models for Timothy
· Paul
· Eunice Timothy’s mom
· Lois Timothy’s grandmother
3:16-17 “Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training character, so that the person who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that is good.”
“Scripture” refers primarily to the Jewish scriptures (the OT) since the NT was not yet a recognized collection. 
Ch. 4
2 Timothy 4:6-8 I’m already being poured out like a sacrifice to God, and the time of my death is near. I have fought the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith. At last the champion’s wreath that is awarded for righteousness is waiting for me. The Lord, who is the righteous judge, is going to give it to me on that day. He’s giving it not only to me but also to all those who have set their heart on waiting for his appearance.

A good summary of Timothy’s ministry activities: 
Preach, Correct, Confront, Encourage
“Preacher of the Good News” v. 5- FACTOID: Philip is the only other person with this title in the Bible (Acts 21:8)
· Luke- may have assisted Paul in writing this letter.
· Mark is back! No longer considered a deserter. He is now a loyal member of the team (and I would say “friend”).
· Prisca- nickname for Priscilla
· Aquilla
· Paul’s inner circle- both hosted house churches 
· Erastus- city treasurer of Corinth 
· Trophimus- travel companion and member of the team (Acts 20:4)
· FACTOID: “Trophy” was not a Jew, and his presence with Paul in Jerusalem caused the riot that led to Paul’s arrest in Acts 21:29.

