2 Thessalonians
Written by “Paul”
Thessalonica was located in what is now Northern Greece, and it was the trade center & capital city of the Roman province of Macedonia.
Reasons not written by Paul:
1. Some researches claim author emphasizes his identity in 3:17 in a way Paul wouldn’t have. 
17 I, Paul, am writing this greeting with my own hand. This verifies that the letter is from me, as in every letter of mine. This is how I write.
2. The author seems to have used the outline of 1 Thessalonians. Both letters address the topic of The Day of the Lord, but the problem in 1 Thess. is the opposite of the problem found in 2 Thess. 
1 Thess.: “The Day of the Lord has not come & it will come suddenly and without warning.” 
2 Thess.: “Oh yes, the Day of the Lord has come! And here are the signs that will precede it.”
If Paul did write 2 Thessalonians, he wrote it in early 60’s, which is still much later than 1 Thessalonians. 
That would explain the difference in how the two letters talk about the end time. 
Outline
I. Introduction
II. The Day of the Lord
III. Community Instructions
IV. Final Greetings and Benediction
2 Thessalonians issues FIVE Apostolic Commands in Ch. 3 in verses 4, 6, 10, 12, 14
FALSE TEACHING: 2:2, some thought the Day of the Lord had already come.


PJ’S Picks:
Payback is Heck! (1:6-7)
In the original Greek, “payback” had two meanings: 1. to practice reciprocity with respect to an obligation2. to exact retribution, (How it is used in this passage)

“The Day of the Lord” (2:1-17)
This letter is different from 1st Thessalonians with its emphasis on the “day of the Lord.”
The day of the Lord was understood to be the day that Jesus Christ would come again to the world. When God comes, God WILL take care of His people.
This was a message of hope for a community that had experienced persecution from non-Christians and government officials alike. Scholars believed that the church experienced some form of persecution for their faith because the people in the city honored Julius Caesar as “God” and worshiped Emperor Octavian as a “son of God.” The persecution of believers from 1 Thessalonians appears to have become more intense as stated in chapter 1.  
“The Lawless Person” 2:3,8
Similar to the warnings in Matthew 24 (24:4, 10-12, 14-15), which in turn resemble those in Daniel 9 & 11 (9:26-27, 11:31-39). All these passages describe the end time and warn about someone who will lead God’s people astray. 
Also: these passages use language that recalls the Maccabean uprising in 166-160 BCE, a time when Jewish people led by Judas Maccabeus rebelled against a foreign ruler who was known as Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 
In THIS chapter, the writer describes the rise of the antichrist figure who will precede the return of Christ. He prophesies that the lawless one will act like Antiochus did in the Maccabean period. Like Antiochus, the lawless person will deceive the people, take God’s place by sitting in the temple, and cause many to fall away in rebellion. 

Remember: Christianity was less than 40 years old at this time, so there was a lot of foundation still needing to be set. 
So, this is a letter of encouragement for the church. 
