2 peter 
Written by: The apostle Peter, BUT several aspects of the letter suggest it was written after Peter’s death (Christian tradition has Peter being put to death as a martyr by emperor Nero around 64-65 CE.)
Those aspects are:
· Mentioning the death of the original apostles
· Making a reference to the Pauline letters as scripture.
· The extensive use of rare Greek words and the advances style seem to reflect an educational background beyond what we know about the apostle Peter.
PLUS:
· The early church was slow to accept 2 Peter as official scripture.

HOWEVER
The letter shows significant influence from the apostle Peter, even if he didn’t actually write it himself.
Seems more likely that a disciple close to Peter applied his teachings to a later situation. 

CONSIDER THIS LETTER: a Will, or testament, from Peter written in the form of a letter by one of his close associates. 

Written to: Northern part of 1st Century Asia Minor (modern day Turkey)
· Pontus
· Galatia
· Cappadocia
· Asia
· Bithynia

What’s the problem?  False teachers within the church began to challenge the truth of Jesus’ second coming; uncertainty about Jesus’ return began to influence their behavior (“Crafty myths” (1:16). They begin to wonder. “If there is no coming judgment, does it really matter how we live in the present?” False teachers base their disbelief on the delay of the second coming (3:4). They were challenging the inspiration of scripture and the reliability of prophecy.

OUTLINE:
I. Greetings (1:1-2)
II. Grace: The Basis of the Godly (Righteous) Life (1:3-11)
III. Apostolic Reminder (1:12-21)
IV. Warnings about False Teachers (2:1-22)
V. Apostolic Answer to Issues: Recall Words of the Lord (3:1-14)
VI. Final Encouragement of the Faithful (3:15-18)

PJ’S PICKS
2 Peter 1:1   	“From Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ. To those who received a faith equal to ours through the justice of our God and savior Jesus Christ.”

FACTOID: Justice- the fairness of God’s judgment is a major issue for the letter. 

Thomas Schreiner on the use of “Simon”: “Peter did not use the usual Greek term “Simon” (Simōn) to describe himself (as in, e.g., Matt 4:18; 10:2; 16:16–17; 17:25; John 1:40, 42; Acts 10:5) but Simeōn—still translated “Simon” by English versions. The latter term is Semitic and would only be used in a Palestinian setting. The only other occasion in which Peter was called Simeōn was at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:14), where James appealed to Peter’s testimony regarding Cornelius. The Palestinian flavor of the Council may explain the use of the term. The name Simeōn is also used of the Simon who pronounced a blessing on and prophesied about the infant Jesus (Luke 2:25, 34). The Semitic flavor of Luke 1–2 is acknowledged by virtually all. Luke used the name in Jesus’ genealogy (Luke 3:30), and one of the prophets bears the name Simeōn (Acts 13:1; cf. also 1 Macc 2:65).”

Schreiner on “slave”- “The term “servant” (doulos) is better translated “slave.” It demonstrates that Peter was under the authority of Jesus Christ, that he submitted to his lordship, and that he had no inherent authority. It is also the case, however, that the term doulos suggests honor. Peter was honored because he was a servant of Jesus Christ. 

FACTOID: In the Old Testament prominent men who served God were called his “servants”: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Exod 32:13; Deut 9:27); Moses (Deut 34:5; Josh 1:1–2; 1 Kgs 8:53, 56); Samuel (1 Sam 3:9–10), and David (1 Sam 17:32; 2 Sam 3:18; 7:5, 8, 19–21, 25–29).4 
In the New Testament, Paul (Rom 1:1; Gal 1:10; Phil 1:1; Titus 1:1), James (Jas 1:1), and Jude (Jude 1) are also called douloi. The term, then, not only suggests humility but the honor of serving Jesus Christ.”

Schreiner on “apostle”- “The term “apostle” in some contexts may refer to missionaries or messengers (Rom 16:7; 2 Cor 8:23; Phil 2:25), but neither of those meanings fits here. Peter was speaking more technically of those whom Jesus Christ specially called and appointed to serve as apostles (Matt 10:1–11:1; Mark 3:13–19; cf. Acts 1:21–26). The authority of the apostles is communicated in 2 Pet 3:2 and the high estimate of Paul (2 Pet 3:15–16). Peter, therefore, was not merely sharing his opinion in his letter. He wrote as a commissioned slave of Jesus Christ and his appointed apostle. He wrote authoritatively to a church threatened by false teachers.”

2Peter 1:5-7 “This is why you must make every effort to add moral excellence to your faith; and to moral excellence, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, endurance; and to endurance, godliness; and to godliness, affection for others; and to affection for others, love.”

This is a Virtues List. FACTOID: In the Roman world, virtues were qualities of one’s character that were on display in one’s behavior.

Rebecca Skagg on the final two virtues: “The final two virtues, affection for others and love, are related. Love is the ultimate virtue, the sum of them all, and is not only for God but for one another; it includes and perfects all of the virtues. Since God has given these virtues as gifts, believers should live in a way that is pleasing to God, a lifestyle of practicing these virtues.” 


2Peter 1:10   	“Therefore, brothers and sisters, be eager to confirm your call and election. Do this and you will never ever be lost.”

Be eager: emphasizes the joint effort between receiving God’s virtues and pursuing them.

Schreider also adds about “Eager” “The word translated “sure” is often a legal term in Greek literature, denoting that which is valid, ratified, or confirmed. In this instance believers are to confirm their “calling and election.”

“How the Second Coming is a Certainty: 1:16-21
1. Jesus’ own words,
2. God’s affirmation of Jesus at the Transfiguration,
3. The reliability of OT prophecy.

Ch. 2

2Peter 2:1-3   	“But false prophets also arose among the people. In the same way, false teachers will come among you. They will introduce destructive opinions and deny the master who bought them, bringing quick destruction on themselves. Many will follow them in their unrestrained immorality, and because of these false teachers the way of truth will be slandered. In their greed they will take advantage of you with lies. The judgment pronounced against them long ago hasn’t fallen idle, nor is their destruction sleeping.”

Bragg: Notice the shift from the future tense in the first part of the verse to the present tense in the second half.

2:9, 12 “These things show that the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from their trials, and how to keep the unrighteous for punishment on the Judgment Day…These false teachers are like irrational animals, mere creatures of instinct, born to be captured and destroyed. They slander what they don’t understand, and, like animals, they will be destroyed.”

2:13 “In this way, they will receive payment for their wrongdoing.”

2:17 “These false teachers are springs without water, mists driven by the wind. The underworld has been reserved for them.”

3:7 “But by the same word, heaven and earth are now held in reserve for fire, kept for the Judgment Day and destruction of ungodly people.”

REVENGETHEOLOGY- the idea that people are really excited about what will happen to their “enemies” on judgment day. Verses like these fuel that desire.


Balaam son of Bosor- an example of false teachers:
· Greed,
· Deceit,
· Immorality,
· Disobedience

2:22 “They demonstrate the truth of the proverb: ‘A dog returns to its own vomit, and a washed sow wallows in the mud.’”
FACTOID: Dogs (Proverbs 26:11) and pigs were despised animals because, like the false teachers, they made their lives among filthy things.
The origin of “pig proverb” is known. 
Schreiber points out: “the primary issue for interpreting the saying is context, and in proverbs the second verb is often omitted but clearly implied. That is the case in this instance. Hence, most commentators rightly understand the second line to be parallel with the first. Pigs, after washing themselves clean, spy the mud and wallow in it. Similarly, those who confess faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and then deny him are like pigs who are washed clean and then return to their original filth.”

Ch. 3

“Dear friends” is better translated as “beloved”: The term is “beloved.” “Beloved” signifies that the readers were the recipients of God’s saving love and perhaps also communicates Peter’s tender concern for his readers (Schreiner).

3:9 “The Lord isn’t slow to keep his promise, as some think of slowness, but he is patient toward you, not wanting anyone to perish but all to change their hearts and lives.”

3:18 “Instead, grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.”
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