KEEP IN MIND: 2 Kings explores the promise God made to David (2 Samuel 7) that accompanies Israel through its history.
Elijah
· Hairy man
· Likes leather belts
· Uses his “mantle” or cloak to part the Jordan River (Echoes of Joshua and Moses).
Elisha 
· Student and friend of Elijah
· Succeeds Elijah (who does not die but ascends to Heaven [Ch. 2])
· Performs miracles (performs “The Moses” in 2:14)
· Has a servant named Gehazi
· Can make an ax float in water
· Helps the Israelite army avoid a dangerous confrontation with the Arameans.
· As a DEAD prophet, heals another dead man
King Josiah
· The favorite king of the authors of Kings
· Becomes king when he was 8 years old
· Learns of early edition of Deuteronomy
· Leads people to worship reform (“Getting back to our roots”)
· Reigns for 31 years
“High Places” - The local sanctuaries where a Baalized-Yahweh cult was practiced in ancient Israel until their abolition by Josiah in 621 B.C. They were frequently described as taking place “on every high hill and under every green tree” (e.g., 2 Kgs 17:10). Stone pillars symbolizing the male deity, altars, and incense altars were among the characteristic features of these sites. The OT also suggests that rites of sacred prostitution were characteristic of the Baalized Yahweh worship, presumably a form of imitative magic in order to encourage the fertility of the land.
The Babylonian Exile is a major turning point in the history of the Jewish people. They will never be the same after this. 
***Please keep this in mind as you read the Old Testament and the stories that were written while the Jews were in exile.***

OUTLINE
I. Elisha Continues Elijah’s Ministry (2 Kings 1:1–8:29)
II. Jehu Purges Israel (2 Kings 9:1–10:36)
III. Athaliah and Jehoash (2 Kings 11:1–12:21)
IV. The Collapse of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 13:1–17:41)
V. The Collapse of the Southern Kingdom(2 Kings 18:1–25:30)
Elisha Continues Elijah’s Ministry (2 Kings 1:1–8:29)
Ahaziah- King of The Northern Kingdom, the son and successor of Ahab, who reigned little more than one year.
The “god” of Ekron (Philistines)
•	The god’s name is probably Baal-zebul (prince Baal), but here he is given the tongue-in-cheek name Baal-zebub, meaning “lord of the flies.”
Elijah vs. 50/100/150
Elijah’s Ascension
· Signs of Divine Intervention
· “Chariot of fire”
· “Horses of fire”
· Whirlwind
· “Chariots of Israel and its horsemen”- indicated Elijah’s important role as the agent of holy war.
DYK- “Miracles in the Bible cluster around three important eras:
1. Events leading up to the exodus out of Egypt,
2. The Elijah and Elisha stories
3. The life of Jesus and the early church.
DYK - When Elisha performs a miracle it:
1. Demonstrates his authority as prophet,
2. Shows divine compassion in providing:
a. Abundant food
b. Healing people from illness
c. Raising people from the dead
Hey, Baldy! (2:23-25)
· Even though Elisha’s punishment is excessive, it makes crystal clear Elisha’s prophetic authority.


Jerhoam “Hey! He’s not half bad!” (Not half-good either)
· Removed the pillar of Baal that Ahab had mad.
· He clung to the sin of Jeroboam (offering sacrifices at Dan and Bethel instead of only Jerusalem)
King Mesha of Moab
· He is known from a Moabite stone discovered in the 19th century.
· Had a successful business trading animals with Israel
· Rebelled when Ahab died.
· Reunites Israel with Judah AND Edom
· Offers his firstborn son to ensure victory verse the Triad.
Would you like some water? (3:9b-11)
“…(T)here was no water for the army or for the animals that were with them. Then the king of Israel said, “Alas! The LORD has summoned us, three kings, only to be handed over to Moab.” But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the LORD here, through whom we may inquire of the LORD?” COMPARE THAT WITH 2 Kings 1 when The Angel of the Lord asked Elijah “(S)ay to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?’”
KEEP IN MIND how the “Widow’s Oil” and “The feeding of One Hundred Men” share a theme of Abundance with the Feeding of the 5,000.
Meet the Shunammites
· Shunem was the site of a Philistine encampment during an Israelite-Philistine battle under Saul (1 Sam 28:4). 
· DYK- Abishag, the woman who warmed the aging King David and who was sought in marriage by David’s son Adonijah, was a Shunammite.
Gehazi- mentioned in three narrative contexts (2 Kgs 4:12–36; 5:20–27; 8:4–6). Keep an eye out for Gehazi’s greed and punishment.
“The story of the cure of Naaman’s leprosy (2 Kgs 5:1–27) presents Gehazi as greedy and deceitful, and ultimately cursed with Naaman’s leprosy. Elisha’s integrity in refusing the gifts of Naaman is contrasted sharply with the baseness of Gehazi’s actions. The glibness with which he lied to Naaman and the coolness with which he subsequently appeared to Elisha suggest that “avaricious” is indeed a character trait. Gehazi’s punishment was immediate and fitting: permanent leprosy, extending even to his descendants… A rabbinic tradition suggests the identification of the four lepers at the gate who discover the mysterious rout of the Syrians (2 Kgs 7:3–8) with Gehazi and his three sons. At first, they carried off silver, gold, and clothing and hid them (2 Kgs 7:8). But then, realizing the folly of their greed, they bore the good news to the king’s household.” (Duane L. Christensen)
Naaman (5:1-19)
· Suffers from a sever skin disease (although what is called “leprosy” in the Bible is probably not the disease that is called “leprosy” today). 
· Confesses that the God of Israel is the only God
· Takes dirt back to Aram so that he can worship the Lord at home or on a piece of Israelite land. DEVOTION!
· KEEP IN MIND: The key roles the servant girls and servants play in this story.
“Duh”azi!
COMPARE Elisha’s “Where have you been, Gehazi” with God’s asking Adam and Eve, “Where are you?”
“Maybe Elisha had a probe”- OR it was the Spirit that followed Gehazi throughout the story.
The Arameans: Hospitality > Violence
“Would you like one son or two?” (6:24-7:2) – famine is so bad that mothers agree to kill/eat each other’s sons. When one reneges, the king blames Elisha and then the Lord. Elisha assures the king God is with the people.
The Lucky Lepers- not only reaped the spoils of the enemies’ property, their actions helped the Israelites plunder the Arameans as well.
“Ok, Hazael. That’s enough water, dude!”- well as long as Hazael wasn’t greedy!
Jehu Purges Israel (2 Kings 9:1–10:36)
Jehu
“King of Israel, son of Nimshi, who overthrew the Omride dynasty and founded one of his own…Identified as “son of Nimshi” the name of Jehu’s grandfather, or even the name of the clan to which he belonged…However, there is no mention of a general acclamation of Jehu’s kingship on the part of the whole army—unlike what apparently happens in the otherwise analogous situation in 1 Kgs 16:16. The revolt of Jehu, therefore, is probably best described as a military coup which originated at the Israelites’ Transjordanian encampment. The prophetic anointing gave Jehu’s coup its religious legitimation.” (Winfried Thiel)
Down goes Joram! Down goes Ahaziah! Down goes Jezebel! Down goes Ahab’s Descendants! Down goes everyone! (9-10)
KILL LIST:
· Joram
· Ahaziah
· Jezebel
· All 70 sons of Ahab
· 42 relatives of Ahaziah 
· All relatives and supporters of Ahab in Samaria
· All worshippers of Baal 
Jehonadab “The son of Rechab and the founder of the Rechabite community…The participation of Jonadab in the revolt of Jehu and zealous purge of the worshippers of Baal are indications of the fanatical devotion to Yahweh of Jonadab and his Rechabite followers.” (Bracke)
After The Killing: “To complete his denunciation of Baalism, Jehu turns the temple site into a latrine. One could hardly imagine a more thorough expurgation of Baalism. For now, Baalism has no place in Israelite culture. What Elijah began Jehu has finished.”

Athaliah and Jehoash (2 Kings 11:1–12:21)
Jehoiada- priest in Jerusalem
Jehoash- Seven-year-old king. What was YOUR child doing at seven?!
The 23 Year Capital Campaign! AKA (“Where did the money go?!”)
Why the campaign? “By now the temple is well over a century old and surely needs attention. 2 Chr 24:7 informs us that Athaliah’s sons were looting it for Baal worship… until this time the temple expenses were met by the royal treasury, but Jehoash has transferred this obligation to the private sector. (House)
· The priests kept the money for their own support
· The money is given to King Hazael to pay him from fighting Jerusalem.


IV.	The Collapse of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 13:1–17:41)
God’s last nerve is touched. Israel would be handed over to: King Hazael & Ben-hadad (son of Hazael)
Jehoahaz- “The son and successor of Jehu (2 Kgs 10:35; 13:1–9). Like all Northern kings he is judged as apostate by the Deuteronomist.” (Hobbs)
Military Savior- is not identified by name. Possibilities include Elisha; the Assyrian king, who fought the Arameans; and Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz.
Death of Elisha
“Next time, E. Tell me HOW MANY times I should strike the ground!”- King Joash  
KEEP IN MIND: “To this day,” or to this point in history, the Lord refuses to give Israel over despite all they have done. Patience radiates from God’s personal character. Israel’s later destruction must therefore be seen as a last, desperate, just result of a nation’s choosing punishment over blessing, death over life.” - House
“This means war!”- Jehoash sees Amaziah’s invitation to “look one another in the face” as a hostile act. And it was. It was a common royal style of presentation to challenge Israel formally.
Jeroboam II
· Had a long and prosperous reign.
· Expands the borders of Israel (as supported by Jonah in his book)
DYK- God has compassion for the North which is VERY rare in Kings. 
2 Kings 15:1-38- This chapter depicts the turbulent political situation of Israel in the reigns of five of its kings, framed by the relatively stable reigns of Azariah and Jotham in the Southern Kingdom.
2 Kings 17:1-41- The reign of Hoshea brings an end to the northern kingdom. The chapter concludes with a theological interpretation of the fall of Israel that demonstrates Israel’s thoroughgoing apostasy (“serving their carved images) and intimates a similar fate for Judah.
The Collapse of the Southern Kingdom (2 Kings 18:1–25:30)
KEEP IN MIND: The last century and a half of the political life of Judah is presented as a time when the best kings of Judah (Hezekiah and Josiah) alternated with the worst kings of Judah (Ahaz and Manasseh). 
The Good King Sandwich: 
· Good King Hezekiah- One of the best kings of Judah. Why?
· He removed the high places
· He broke down the pillars
· He cut down the sacred pole.
· He broke the bronze serpent (“Nehushtan”)
· Bad King Manasseh (and son Amon)- the worst of the worst in the judgment of the Deuteronomistic editors. Why?
· He revoked the religious reforms of his pious father, Hezekiah. 
· He rebuilt the high places (thus, decentralizing the cult). 
· He introduced foreign worship practices. 
· He sacrificed his son; and 
· He consulted mediums.
· Good King Josiah- great-grandson of Hezekiah The best king of Judah in the judgment of the Deuteronomistic editors.
Hezekiah vs. Assyria (18-19): with special guest star Isaiah! Yay!
The Rabshakeh- “Assyrian officer: (field) commander, cupbearer.”
IMO The boasting from the Rabshakeh mirrors the boasting of Elijah in 1 Kings. “Where is YOUR God?”
DYK: “Do not be afraid” is a classic opening to a positive oracle. Of which Isaiah gives 2.
Hezekiah’s Tunnel (20:20-21)- A carved tunnel spanning 1700 feet that provided water to Jerusalem during a siege. Still exists today!
Huldah- A prophetess during the reign of Josiah, (2 Kgs 22:14; 2 Chr 34:22). She is alternately identified as a cult or court prophet. From the role she plays in 2 Kings, court prophet is the more likely possibility. DYK: Huldah is the only female prophet mentioned in the books of Kings.
(Paul House) TEN ISSUES JOSIAH RESOLVES: 5 in the temple/5 outside the temple 
1. He orders the priests to remove from the temple all cultic vessels used in worship of other gods. 
2. He “causes to cease” the “pagan priests” who staff the high places where the people worship idols. 
3. He burns the Asherah pole Manasseh placed in the temple. 
4. He demolishes the living quarters of “male shrine prostitutes,” literally, “the separate ones” where materials for Asherah are also made. (Since the text mentions both males and females, perhaps all these individuals engage in sacred prostitution, a common element in Baalism.)
5. He desecrates high places “from Geba to Beersheba,” Judah’s northern and southern boundaries.
6. He demolishes shrines in the city gates.
7. He defiles Topheth, where child sacrifices had been made in honor of Molech.
8. He takes ornamental horses “dedicated to the sun” from the temple entrance. 
9. He removes altars on roofs, probably set aside for worship of astral deities. 
10. He desecrates, then smashes, the high places Solomon built for his wives. 
WHICH RESULTS IN A roll back to pre-idolatry Jerusalem (AKA “The glory days of David”)
· When images were not welcome in the capital city of the Lord’s people. 
· Monotheism is once again at least the official theology, whether or not the people in fact embrace what is, to them, a novel concept.
Chaos Reigns in the End
We see a succession of hapless reigns of Kings who fall before Egypt and then Babylon:
1. Jehoahaz, 
2. Jehoiakim (the son of Josiah) (becomes a bitter opponent of the prophet Jeremiah)
3. Jehoiachin (spends 35 years in a Babylonian prison)
4. Zedekiah (has eyes poked out with the last thing he sees is the murder of his two sons)
Eventually Jerusalem falls to…
Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonian king) who 
· conquered Jerusalem, 
· destroyed the Temple, 
· and exiled the people 
Gedaliah the Governor only governs for a few months. Assassinated by Ishmael and 10 other men. Many flee to Egypt and they take the prophet  Jeremiah with them (Jeremiah 43-44).

KEEP IN MIND (FROM THE BEGINNING): 2 Kings explores the promise God made to David (2 Samuel 7) that accompanies Israel through its history. With the release of Jehoiachin from prison, this promise is still alive.
2 kings 
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