2 john 
Written by:	“The Elder” 
· someone who was a church leader 
· a position of great dignity and respect
· Elsewhere in the New Testament it refers to groups of leaders in local churches (1 Tim 4:14; 5:17-22; 2 Tim 1:6; Titus 1:5-9)
Written to: “The Elect Lady and Her Children” 
· A metaphorical way of saying “the congregation and its members”
· “The personification of a community was not uncommon in ancient writings. Jerusalem was regarded by the Jews as the mother of the nation, and it was natural for Christians to think similarly of the church. When Peter writes about her “who is in Babylon, chosen together with you” (1 Pet. 5:13), he is using the same idea.” (Marshall)
· a female church leader and believers who met in her home
Hiking Boots = The truth is something to walk in, not just think about. 
The Big Q: “Are we really supposed to love one another?”
The Big Only Answer: “Yes! Loving one another is not a new commandment. It is the oldest commandment!”
OUTLINE:
I. Greeting and Blessing (2 John 1-4)
II. John’s Central Concerns (2 John 5-11)
III. Closing (2 John 12-13)
Be On Your Guard (7-9)- “be ready to learn about something that is needed or is hazardous, watch, look to, beware of. “ 
NOTE: The elder's call to his readers to be on guarded echoes the warning in 1 John 5:21. Yes, God does have the “final knockout” over evil, evil still exists in the world. Therefore, believers need to confess to draw strength from one another to stand against the persuasive power of evil.
Do not receive (10-11)- In biblical times, giving shelter to strangers was not just a matter of politeness. Due to the harsh terrains and road bandits, travel was often difficult and dangerous. The offer of shelter, food, water, and aid to travelers often saved lives. In spite of this, the elder prohibits the spread of false teaching by forbidding believers from giving shelter to those who teach that Jesus is not human (see Gal 1:6-9).
Children of your elect sister (13)- This most likely refers to another group of believers who send along greetings to those receiving this letter.
It was a genuine expression of love. 
NOTE: This formal greeting thus becomes the vehicle of Christian love and affection, just as the simple words “I do” uttered formally in a marriage ceremony can be charged with fulness of emotion and conviction.
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