1 peter 
Written by: “Peter” 
If Peter the apostle wrote the letter, it would date from sometime in the 60s CE, since church tradition dates Peter’s death around 65.

Written to: Northern part of 1st Century Asia Minor (modern day Turkey)
· Pontus
· Galatia
· Cappadocia
· Asia
· Bithynia

Purpose: to encourage Gentile Christians to embrace their identity as Christ-followers and to find their identity in the OT story of God’s people, Israel. 

Actions not just words:
2:12 “Live honorably among the unbelievers. Today, they defame you, as if you were doing evil. But in the day when God visits to judge they will glorify him, because they have observed your honorable deeds.”
3:1 “Wives, likewise, submit to your own husbands. Do this so that even if some of them refuse to believe the word, they may be won without a word by their wives’ way of life.”

OUTLINE:
I. Introduction (1:1-12)
II. Living Distinctly in Spite of Suffering (1:13-5:11)
III. Closing (5:12-14)

Ch.1
Diaspora
Peter H. Davids: “Peter writes to those who are “sojourners of the diaspora.” The Jews had used the term “dispersion” or “diaspora” to refer to their scattered communities outside Palestine ever since the Exile …it appears several times in the NT with this meaning (see John 7:35; 11:32). At the time of Peter perhaps a million Jews were living in Palestine and two to four million outside of it, a significant group in the Empire, to be sure. They were spread in communities over the entire Empire, but they belonged to Palestine and hoped (however vaguely or even formally) eventually to return to Palestine (perhaps when the Messiah came).”

Suffering 
Bonhoeffer on Suffering Servants: “Christians are poor and suffering, hungry and thirsty, gentle, compassionate, and peaceable, persecuted and scorned by the world. Yet it is for their sake alone that the world is still preserved. They shield the world from God’s judgment of wrath. They suffer so that the world can still live under God’s forbearance. They are strangers and sojourners on this earth (Heb. 11:13; 13:14; 1 Peter 1:1). They set their minds on things that are above, not on things that are of the earth (Col. 3:2). For their true life has not yet been revealed; it is still hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). Here on earth, they only see the opposite of what they are to become. What is visible here is nothing but their dying—their hidden, daily dying to their old self, and their public dying before the world. They are still hidden even from themselves. The left hand does not know what the right hand is doing. As a visible church–community, their own identity remains completely invisible to them. They look only to their Lord. He is in heaven, and their life for which they are waiting is in him. But when Christ, their life, reveals himself, then they will also be revealed with him in glory (Col. 3:4).”

Living Hope- comes from Christ’s resurrection. 

Trials 1:6
Peter’s audience is experiencing opposition in the form of verbal attacks. Those outside the church considered the behavior of the Christians immoral. The Christians were merely obeying Christ, which led to the appearance of strange behavior. (Zombie?!)

FACTOID: Not participating in the activities of the larger world could have been perceived as a threat to Roman social, religious, and economic stability. 

1:8 “Although you’ve never seen him, you love him. Even though you don’t see him now, you trust him and so rejoice with a glorious joy that is too much for words.”

Five Words of Encouragement (1:13-2:4): Christians are to:
1. Hope in final-day grace,
2. Be holy,
3. Live in reverence in the present time,
4. Love one another, and
5. Desire what will make them grow into salvation.

1:18-19 “Live in this way, knowing that you were not liberated by perishable things like silver or gold from the empty lifestyle you inherited from your ancestors.  Instead, you were liberated by the precious blood of Christ, like that of a flawless, spotless lamb.”

1:22: “love each other deeply and earnestly.” In other words, “Constantly” 

Ch.2
Davids on being reborn: “Since they have been reborn (cf. 1:2 for this image, which is a baptismal image), they are babies. Both the terms “newborn” and “babies,” which indicate a nursing infant, show this. Thus, they should desire appropriate food, namely milk. 

FACTOID: This command to “desire” or “long for” is the only imperative in the passage. Indeed, some view this as the central imperative in the whole book. “At the least it indicates an active seeking rather than a passive receiving of proper nourishment.” (Davids) 

FACTOID: Davids on milk: “Milk’ is here a symbol used as it commonly was in later Judaism for spiritual nourishment…This “milk” which they were to drink was to be “pure.” The Greek term is the negative of the word translated “deceit” in the previous verse, so the contrast between the two is deliberate. In this “milk” there is no deceit, no watering down. It can be trusted. FACTOID: The term “spiritual” is only used elsewhere in the NT only in Rom. 12:1, but common in Greek for that which is spiritual or pertains to the rational word or logos. 
While “spiritual” is the best translation, for it anticipates the spiritual house (using another word for “spiritual”) of 2:5, this “spiritual milk” is surely “the word that was preached to you” or “the living and enduring word of God” of 1:23, 25.11 Thus the Christians are encouraged to continue to steep themselves in the teaching about Jesus, not to leave it behind now that they have been converted. Indeed, it is by this that they not only came to birth but will also “grow up.”

FACTOID: Davids on taste and see: “The idea of tasting refers to their experience of the Lord and is of course especially fitting in the context of milk. It does not refer only to tasting as opposed to eating or drinking something, but to experiencing the quality of something, whether negative (e.g., death, Matt. 16:28; Heb. 2:9) or positive (Luke 14:24; Acts 20:11; Heb. 6:4–5) it can in fact be synonymous with eating for the sake of enjoyment of the food.”

2:4-8 Cornerstone	“Living stone” 
Davids: “Now the metaphor shifts from that of nourishment to that of security and honor.”
	
Household Code 2:13-3:7
Placed as the central portion of the letter.
The code is traditional in that:
· Paragraphs told everyone in a household- parents, children, slaves, masters, husbands, wives- what their roles were supposed to be.
The code is different in that:
· The basis for behaviors rests on the believer’s relationship with God in Jesus Christ
· In the larger world, wives were encouraged to worship the gods of their husbands, but these wives are encouraged to evangelize to their husbands which might result in people coming to faith.
Ch.3
The Spirits in Prison?
Peter might be drawing on the picture of disobedient spirits from a Jewish writing called 1 Enoch. If that is the case, Christ might be depicted as announcing his victory to fallen angels.
Early church interpretation associated those “spirits in prison” with “the dead” to whom the good news was preached. (He descended to the dead).

NT Wright on 1 Enoch: “One of the better-known books in first-century Judaism, much treasured by many who were hoping for God to do some great act of liberation, was the one we know as 1 Enoch. It wasn’t actually written by the Enoch we find in Genesis 5.18–24, but it was written to look as though it was. This book traces the woes and problems of the world right back, in particular, to the wicked angels of Genesis 6, spiritual beings who, in the time of Noah, rebelled against God their creator. The book 1 Enoch celebrates, in particular, the victory that God has won, or will win, over these spiritual beings. What Peter is saying here is that the victory over these dark forces of evil has in fact been won — through the Messiah; and that, after his resurrection (after he had been ‘made alive by the spirit’, as in verse 18), he, the Messiah, made this definitive announcement to the ‘spirits’: they had indeed been judged. Their power, such as it was, had been broken. This ought then to function as a considerable encouragement to the little groups of Christians who face persecution from their own local authorities, and from the shadowy spiritual ‘forces’ that seemed to give them their power. Ever since their original rebellion these ‘forces’ had been wielding usurped power. Now the Messiah has triumphed over them, and deep down they know it.”

Ch.4
4:6 “Indeed, this is the reason the good news was also preached to the dead.”

It could be:
· In reference to Christ going to the place of the dead to proclaim the good news as he defeated the devil and death.
Or 
· in reference to Christians who already died at the time of the writing of the letter.

4:8-10 “Above all, show sincere love to each other, because love brings about the forgiveness of many sins. Open your homes to each other without complaining.  And serve each other according to the gift each person has received, as good managers of God’s diverse gifts.”

Ch. 5
5:2 “Like shepherds, tend the flock of God among you. Watch over it. Don’t shepherd because you must but do it voluntarily for God. Don’t shepherd greedily but do it eagerly.”

5:5 Humility- “And everyone, clothe yourselves with humility toward each other. God stands against the proud, but he gives favor to the humble.”

FACTOID: Humility was most often associated with status categories (humble vs. high status). It wasn’t considered a virtue in Greek and Roman circles. Again, Peter’s encouragement goes against cultural expectations. 

Thomas Schreiner on why we must be humble in church: “Smooth relations in the church can be preserved if the entire congregation adorns itself with humility. When believers recognize that they are creatures and sinners, they are less apt to be offended by others. Humility is the oil that allows relationships in the church to run smoothly and lovingly. Pride gets upset when another does not follow our own suggestions. Peter grounded this admonition with a citation from Prov 3:34, which is also quoted in Jas 4:6. The citation is closer to the Septuagint than it is to the Hebrew text, but the meaning in both cases is essentially the same.89 Believers should heed the injunction to be humble because God sets his face against the proud, but he lavishes his grace upon the humble. Those who submit to God’s sovereignty in humility will find that he will lift them up and reward them.”
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