WRITTEN BY:
· Ancient tradition identifies the prophet Jeremiah as the author of 1 and 2 Kings. Today, many scholars believe that 1 and 2 Kings are the concluding part of the Deuteronomistic History Deuteronomistic history refers to the narrative contained in the books of Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings. 
· The author of this book is heavily influenced by Deuteronomy. Remember that in Deuteronomy there is focus on blessings and curses. When bad things happen in 1 Kings it is because the people stopped following God and started following other gods. 
WRITTEN WHEN:
· The final event recorded in the books of Kings occurred in 561 B.C.E. Since the return from Babylon (538 B.C.E.) is not recorded, one assumes that–as part of the Deuteronomistic History–1 Kings reached its final form sometime between these dates during the Babylonian exile.
KEEP IN MIND WHEN READING KINGS AND CHRONICLES:
· “Both Chronicles and Kings should be read as theological, rather than historical, presentations of the years of the monarchy. Kings is designed to demonstrate the reasons for the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel in 722/721 B.C.E. and Judah’s exile to Babylon in 587/586 B.C.E.” (Throntveit)
A Tale of Two Kingdoms:
· Israel (Northern Kingdom)
· Judah (Southern Kingdom)
OUTLINE
I. Solomon (1 Kings 1:1–11:43)
II. Rebellion Splits the Nation (1 Kings 12:1–16:28)
III. Elijah and the Prophets Confront Ahab (1 Kings 16:29–22:53)
I.	Solomon
David is now very old. And cold (OR “keeping warm” dealt with sexual arousal)!                     He ruled for 40 years, beginning at age 30 and dying at 70 (either 1005-965 or 1000-960 BCE)
Abishag- companion
Christensen on Abishag: “Abishag’s relationship to David is defined by her function in court. Commentators have alternatively suggested she was David’s nurse, his concubine, or his queen. The issue is whether Abishag’s job was to cure or to test David. If Abishag’s primary task was to cure him, then she is best likened to a nurse. Her actions constitute a kind of “contactual medicine” whereby the warmth of a beautiful young maiden was imbued—through contact—to an aging body…If, however, the issue was not David’s health but his ability to rule, then Abishag’s presence is better explained in terms of a test. The king’s authority (and the nation’s future) corresponded to his virility. Abishag’s presence “tests” the elderly David’s sexual prowess. His failure to “know” Abishag indicates his failure as king and precipitates the fight for succession which follows. If Abishag’s function was to test David’s virility, then it is possible she was admitted into David’s harem either as concubine or wife.”
Adonijah- “my lord is Jah (reference to the divine name)”- The fourth son of David by his wife Haggith in Hebron, while David was king of Judah (2 Sam 3:4; 1 Chr 3:1–2); and heir apparent to the throne at the time of Solomon’s accession. 
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FACTOID: Adonijah’s personal ambition led to his own demise in a story that echoes that of the rebellion and death of his elder brother Absalom.
FACTOID: Adonijah and Absalom similarities:
· Both men are described as handsome and appealing figures, who were not adequately disciplined by their father. 
· Adonijah enlisted the help of “chariots and horsemen and fifty men to run before him” (1 Kgs 1:5), as Absalom had done before him (2 Sam 15:1). 
· Both sought the crown on their own without David’s support; 
· Adonijah’s request from Solomon that he be given Abishag as his wife is reminiscent of Absalom, who, after taking Jerusalem and in order to secure his political position, publicly took David’s concubines as his own (2 Sam 16:20–23).
1:33 “My mule” – Having Solomon ride on David’s mule indicates that Solomon is David’s chose one. The mule is a symbol of royalty.
2:3 The conditions/teachings of faithfulness to God (links Joshua to Solomon)
· Laws
· Commands
· Judgments
· Testimonies
“Walking”- a characteristic way of describing moral life
“Instructions from Moses (Deut. 17:9-10)- According to Deuteronomy future kings were to obey them, which likely refers here to some form of the book of Deuteronomy. 
“Succeed” – the same word used in Joshua 1:8.
Abi and Ado sitting in a tree: Christensen on why “Ado” requested “Abi:” “Assuming Abishag was part of David’s harem, Adonijah’s request can be interpreted as an attempt to seize Solomon’s throne. Since the appropriation of a king’s harem appears to be tantamount to a bid for the throne itself, the possession of Abishag as wife would be politically significant. One could argue, however, that Adonijah would have been a fool to make such an open bid. Instead, his request might have reflected nothing more ambitious than his desire for Abishag.”
You’re On The (Hit)List!
· Adonijah- KILLED
· Abiathar- EXPELLED from the priesthood (fulfilling the prophecy concerning Eli’s family)
· Joab- KILLED
· Shimei- KILLED
God speaks to Solomon twice in 1 Kings (Ch. 3 and Ch. 9).
THE BIG IF: God promises to fulfill the covenant made with David as long as Solomon walks in God’s ways, keeping His statutes and commandments.
3:16-28: On the next Jerry Springer! (That’s My Baby!)- this situation points out that kings were expected to hand out justice. 
5:13: “Conscripted” Ancient kings often imposed work projects on average citizens.
Chapter 6: The Temple is built in 7 years. Chapter 7: Solomon’s palace is built in 13 years. (Priorities?)
Chapter 8: “Hear in Heaven” is said by Solomon seven times. Solomon describes seven times the people sinned, prayed toward the temple, and then were forgiven by God. 
Rebellion Splits the Nation (1 Kings 12:1–16:28)
Why split? It wasn’t over God. Walter Brueggemann writes, “The split did not happen over a theological dispute; nor was it simply a gradual growing apart; rather, it was triggered by a concrete issue of political oppression and social liberation. There is no doubt that the royal consciousness was committed to the maintenance of order at the cost of justice… This entire phase of Israel’s history is easily understood as a confrontation of kings and prophets, thus continuing the claims of the Davidic-Solomonic commitment to order and continuity and the Mosaic affirmation of freedom even at the cost of discontinuity.”
The Dynasties
I. Jeroboam
II. Baasha
III. Zimri
IV. Omri
V. Ahab “Ahab son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who were before him.”
a. According to Paul House: “Ahab succeeds his father with the kingdom in the best shape since Jeroboam’s times.”
Smell the Sarcasm/Condescension- “And as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, he took as his wife Jezebel daughter of King Ethbaal of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshiped him.” (16:31)
Ahab’s Really Bad Moves:
· Jezebel killed off the prophets of the Lord (except Obadiah who hid 100 more)
· He built a house for Baal in Samaria!
· “Sacred pole”- a cult symbol in honor of the goddess Asherah
Meet the gods:
· Baal is the classic Canaanite god of fertility, responsible for nature’s rebirth. 
· Asherah is the mother goddess of the Canaanite pantheon and stands at El’s, Baal’s, or even YHWH’s side, presumably symbolized by some wooden object such as a stylized tree.
Heeeeeeeeere’s….ELIJAH! (Entering into the ring, from PARTS UNKNOWN)
· Very interesting note from Paul House: “(Elijah) barges into the story unannounced. He is an unknown quantity from a town scholars can no longer locate with certainty. His name declares his theological mission, for it means “Yahweh is my God.”
Elijah (“The Troubler of Israel”) (18:17) and other Prophets Confront Ahab (1 Kings 16:29–22:53) 
“The Widow of Zarephath”- echoes of Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 where from little came a lot (abundance).
Obadiah 18:3- in charge of the palace- “Revered” the Lord greatly- “afraid/fear”
ProphetMania!
· Mount Carmel- A range of hills and mountains. Carmel, a common noun, means “garden,” “vineyard,” or “orchard” (Isa 10:18; 16:10; etc.). The name may reflect the fertility of Mt. Carmel’s slopes which catch the Mediterranean moisture in the westerly sea breezes.
· Elijah vs. Ahab’s Army: 1 vs. 850
· “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” 
· “Limping”- “to waver” between two opinions—to decide who is God and then act on that decision. (House)
REMEMBER: When God made a covenant, it was God who brought the fire.
Prophet Trash Talk: “Where is good ole Baal?! Maybe he’s praying, lost, sleeping?”
DYK: “Ancient Baal worshipers indeed did imply in their writings that not only could Baal die, but he also could go on a journey, fall asleep, or even resort to bloody self-mutilation.” (House)
IMO: When God makes a covenant, it is God who provides the fire to make it official. Once again, it is God who brings the fire. This time to remind the people of who God is.
First God brings fire, and now God brings rain (18:41-46)
Jezebel makes her threat- Elijah is so scared (strange that he was so confident when facing the prophets) that he runs and hides in Judah (The Southern Kingdom).  Paul House writes: “For whatever reason—fatigue, lack of faith, or a sense of resignation at the prospect of never having peace—Elijah flees. He fears death the way…and interprets Jezebel’s personal attack on him as the end of his ministry. Indeed, the fact that he dismisses his servant in Beersheba, the southernmost point in Judah, then goes a day’s journey farther may indicate he has given up his ministry altogether.”
Even in the wilderness, GOD PROVIDES: shelter, food, water, an ear, encouragement, and reinforcements!
The Sounds of Sheer Silence (“crushed silence”)- 19:11-18 Walter Dietrich with an amazing point: “Elijah hopes to meet God on Mount Horeb. He does not appear: at least, not in impressive natural phenomena (which one would have connected with the weather god Baal) and not in demonstrations of violent power (as were sometimes cherished in religious arguments…Elijah encounters a completely different God on Mount Horeb. The description of his approach is extremely powerful and quietly beautiful. The image of God suggested here is in clear contrast to that of 1 Kings 18 and especially 2 Kings 10.”
Ahab vs. Arameans (Syria) (King Ben-hada and his 23 Kings (think of “city mayors”)
Sunday Morning QB: “Israel wins the battle, though Ben-Hadad manages to escape. The story presents a contrast between the king who has a word from God to direct his affairs and the king who depends on wine for his courage (Eph 5:18). One king submits to the Lord’s messenger, while the other proudly believes he will conquer no matter what happens.” (House)
Naboth’s Vineyard:	What does this story point out about Ahab? “Of all Ahab’s failings the text has never accused him of oppression or brutality against his people. But here the king proves himself to have even less character than was demonstrated previously, and (Jezebel) is the catalyst for this decline.” (House)
Israel and Judah united?! “The sister states were closely tied at the time of Omri’s dynasty and remained so until after the uprisings of Jehu and Joash (2 Kings 9–11). So the editors entered the appropriate names, Ahab and Jehoshaphat.” (Dietrich)
Hooray for Jehosophat! Jehoshaphat receives the same sort of favorable evaluation that his father, Asa, does. Like his father, he follows the Lord, his only defect being his allowing the high places to remain in place.
1 kings 
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