1 john 
Written by: “John” or “The Elder.” Many say the letters were made by members of a faith community whose beliefs were deeply rooted in their understanding of the Gospel of John.
Written when:  around 90 C.E., during or soon after the time when the Gospel of John was put together.
DYK: 1 John is the longest of the three letters of John
It reads more like testimony (Ch.5) arguing for the truth of what the writer believes.
Three Main Points:
1. Jesus offered himself as the “atoning sacrifice” for human sin. 
2. Trust Jesus was born in the flesh. 
a. Anyone who denies the true nature of Jesus is an “antichrist.”
3. The words and actions of believers must go together. 
OUTLINE:
I. Introduction (1 John 1:1-4)
II. God Is Light (1 John 1:5–3:10)
III. God Is Love (1 John 3:11–5:12)
IV. Conclusion (1 John 5:13-21)
Introduction (1 John 1:1-4)
1:1- Notice there is no “Dear Church/Person” introduction. John jumps right into it. John appears to address his “little children” but that does not show up until 2:1. Then John expands the address to include fathers and young people (2:12-14)
Similar to John 1:1-18 because it share key words: beginning, see, word, testify, life, made known/revealed, Father, Son.
KEEP IN MIND: There is mention of Father and Son but no Spirit. The letter was probably written before Christians had developed a clear understanding of the Holy Trinity. 
God Is Light (1 John 1:5–3:10)
The contrast between light and darkness is a common theme in the Bible (especially in John and 1 John).

Advocate- “one who appears in another’s behalf, mediator, intercessor, helper”
· The same title is implied for Christ by in John 14:16. 
· It is only the Holy Spirit that is expressly called “Helper” in the John’s Gospel: 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7
The Atoning Sacrifice- “appeasement necessitated by sin, expiation.”
DYK: This word found is only found in one other place in the New Testament (1 John 4:10). In ancient practice, this kind of sacrifice usually involved the shed blood of an animal. This blood would cleanse the people and restore the damaged relationship between the people and their god. 
Abide- “remain, stay, dwell.”
A New Commandment- It is easy to love someone who is loveable, but Jesus commands us to selflessly love even those who are difficult to love. 
2:9-11: “Whoever says, “I am in the light,” while hating a brother or sister, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates another believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know the way to go, because the darkness has brought on blindness.”
The Last Hour- many early Christians believed they were living in a time just before God would bring about Christ’s reign (refer to 1 Thessalonians). 
Antichrist- refers to all who undermine the understanding of Jesus as Christ or Messiah.
DYK: The wrod “antichrist” only appears in 1 and 2 John.
DOUBLE DYK: The word is not found outside Christian circles, but the concept is.

William Barclay explains: “From its derivation, antichrist can have two meanings. Anti is a Greek preposition which can mean either against or in place of. Stratēgos is the Greek word for a commander, and antistratēgos can mean either the hostile commander or the deputy commander. 
Antichrist can mean either the opponent of Christ or the one who seeks to put himself in the place of Christ… (T)he one who seeks to put himself in the place of Christ, antichrist can be one who subtly tries to take the place of Christ from within the Church and the Christian community….The simplest way to think of it is that Christ is the incarnation of God and goodness, and antichrist is the incarnation of the devil and evil.”
1 John 3:4 “Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness… Everyone who commits sin is a child of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from the beginning.”
God Is Love (1 John 3:11–5:12)
3:11-24: 	Love One Another
“Love” - ἀγαπάω – “to have a warm regard for and interest in another, cherish, have affection for, love” by human beings to a broad range of persons, apart from recipients of special devotion.
“Hate” – μισέω – “to have a strong aversion to.”
“Murderer” - ἀνθρωποκτόνος- “murderer, of one who hates his brother.”
· Recall Matt. 5:21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’”
· φονεύω- murder, kill (IT IS A DIFFERENT GREEK WORD) 
What does this mean? “(H)atred is tantamount to murder. Hatred is the wish that the other person was not there; it is the refusal to recognize his rights as a person, the longing that he might be dead…If I hate somebody, I am no different from a murderer in my attitude toward him. Such a person shares the nature of the devil, the archetypal murderer, and therefore it should come as no surprise that such a person cannot possibly possess eternal life. Hatred is incompatible with spiritual life. Put otherwise, the person who hates another wants to deprive him of life; such a person clearly does not belong to the realm of life.”- I. Howard Marshall
4:1-6: 		This Is a Test
“Test” - to make a critical examination of something to determine genuineness, put to the test, examine”
4:7-21: 	God IS Love
Love Science:
· BECAUSE: 4:10 “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”
· THEREFORE: 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”
· THEREFORE THEREFORE : “The gift of God’s love makes it possible for us to love God and our neighbors.” (Kannaday)
4:18 “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear;”

5:1-5:		Faith > The World 
We love, we obey.
“Burdensome” – “not difficult to carry out.”
No Fear Part 2: 5:4-5 “for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”
5:6-12:		Testimony
5:6b “And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.”
“Testifies”- μαρτυρέω – “to confirm or attest something on the basis of personal knowledge or belief, bear witness, be a witness, to offer testimony.”
IV.	Conclusion (1 John 5:13-21)
COMPARE:
5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
WITH:
John 20:30 “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.”
“The Evil One” (v.19) ὁ πονηρός =the devil (who is not defined as a sinner but as one who is morally destructive.”
“Idols” (v.21) – Refers to false gods- anything we value above God.
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