1 chronicles 
Written by: Jewish tradition identifies Ezra as the author of 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah. Today, many scholars believe that 1 and 2 Chronicles come from a different hand than Ezra and Nehemiah and that various older traditions, including the books of Samuel and Kings, have been gathered together and edited by a nameless postexilic editor.
FOR: Israelites who returned from Babylonian Exile.
Originally titled “The Book of the Events of the Days”
Chronicles recounts Israel’s history from Adam to the Edict of Cyrus the Persian (539 BCE).
NOTE: “First and Second Chronicles should be read as a theological, rather than a historical, rewriting of the earlier history, designed to demonstrate the continuity of David and Solomon’s united monarchy with the struggling postexilic community to which the book was addressed.” (Throntveit)
Questions answered in 1&2 Chronicles:
· Are we still the people of God? Yes.
· What do God’s promises to David mean for us today? Hope. Remembrance.
Chronicles (especially 1 Chronicles is very pro-David and does not mention that “annoying” Bathsheba thing, the killing of Uriah, Nathan’s scolding of David, and David’s physical weakness at time of death)
1st Chronicles in 2 parts:
1. The Israel Family Tree (Chapters 1:1-9:34)
2. The reign of David (Chapters 9:35-29:30) 
Why is 1 Chronicles interesting?
· It connects the past to the present (Israel’s, ours)
· It looks to a future for “all Israel” which means unity among the 12 tribes
It connects the House and Throne of David with the family of Jesus
OUTLINE:
I. Genealogical Introduction (1 Chronicles 1:1–9:44)
II. The United Monarchy, Part One: David (1 Chronicles 10:1–29:30)

Genealogical Introduction (1 Chronicles 1:1–9:44)
Ch.1
The arrangement of the Genesis Family Trees is so that the branch leading to Israel is presented last, stressing God’s choice. 
The sons of Abraham- traced through their mothers (primary line presented last)
The sons of Esau- The pattern of presenting the secondary line (Esau) first continues
The sons of Israel- NOTE: The Chronicler always refers to Jacob as “Israel.” By including Joseph and Levi, the Chronicler presents a full listing of Israel’s sons and concern for all Israel.
Benjamin Leibelt
“Genealogies have different functions: 
· legal (e.g. inheritance), 
· political (e.g. legitimizing rule), 
· sociological (necessary preconditions for positions of rank and profession), and 
· psychological (personal identity and self-justification).”
Ch. 2
The Tribes of Israel (Ch.2-9) (Rankings)
NOTICE! The arrangement of this list forms a pattern that emphasizes the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi; the tribes that had supported David when the other tribes broke away. These three tribes became the Chronicler’s community.
1. Royal Judah (2:3-4:23)
a. Because David (the ruler) came from this tribe.
2. Northern Tribes East of Jordan (4:24-5:26)
a. Chronicler shows concerns for the Northern Tribes (all means all)
3. Priestly Levi (6:1-81)
a. Anchors the middle. 
4. Norther Tribes West of Jordan (7:1-40)
a. Chronicler shows concerns for the Northern Tribes (all means all)
5. Royal Benjamin (8:1-9:2)
a. An ancestor of King Saul balances the royal claim at the end.

The sons of Judah- Names listed come from the tribe of Judah. NOTICE: The pattern of presenting secondary lines first is reversed. Judah (born fourth) is listed first.
1. Shelah’s descendants I (2:3-4)
2. Judah’s Twin Son 1: Perez (2:5-8)
a. Mothered by Tamar (Judah’s daughter-in-law)
3. The family of Hezron (2:9-3:24) (CENTER)
4. Judah’s Twin Son 2: Zerah (4:1-20)
a. Mothered by Tamar (Judah’s daughter-in-law)
5. Shelah’s descendants II (4:21-23)
NOTE: The Chronicler mentions every tribe with the exception of Zebulun and Dan, whose omission cannot be explained. (Liebelt)
The Canaanite Woman- Judah’s first three sons were born to Judah’s Canaanite wife “The daughter of Shua) 
“God works grace through the ill-conceived line of Perez, David, and even Jesus (Matt. 1:3).”- Throntveit
Ch. 3
Sons of David- the family of David appears at the center of the arrangement of Judah’s family tree.
NOTE: 3:1-9 is the most complete listing in the OT of David’s immediate family.
Solomon…Zedekiah- complete listing of the kings of Judah. 
NOTE: Ahab’s daughter (Athaliah) is intentionally omitted since she seized the throne illegally.
Zerubbabel- 
· the first governor of the Persian province of Yehud (Judah).
· a descendant of David, so he establishes continuity with the Chronicler’s community. 
Ch. 4
JABEZ! In Hebrew, Jabez sounds like “pain” and “harm.”
NOTE: One’s name was thought to influence one’s life, so Jabez’s prayer was an attempt to undo this negative suggestion.
NOTE NOTE: God’s positive response is the first reference to the Chronicler’s belief that God rewards or punishes in a fair way. Those who act evil receive punishment. Those who act good receive reward. 
Ch. 5
Reuben…Gad…Manasseh- these tribes (seen as one by the Chronicler) are located on the eastern back of the Jordan River and represent the northern tribes defeated by Assyria. 
Firstborn of Israel- The firstborn son inherited 2/3 of the property and became the leader of the family (Deut. 21:15-17). 
Reuben’s privilege was transferred to the sons of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) because of Reuben’s incest with Bilhah (Joseph’s concubine). 
Valiant Warriors (5:18-22)- God grants victory to those who demonstrate their faith through prayer. 
“This multilayered account is typical of Chronicles’ many war reports, mixing spiritual with military and economic factors. Here, local conflicts (in the Transjordanian north) during the Chronicler’s own lifetime seem to have been greatly exaggerated, interpreted theologically, and projected back into the past.”- Liebelt
NOTE: This belief in God’s retributive justice (faith rewarded, sin punished) is a major theme in Chronicles.
Ch. 6
Sons of Levi- NOTICE the length and location of the family tree the Chronicler gives this group. 
In Chronicles:
· the priests are descendants of Aaron
· NOTICE: the list is not complete and omits Eli, Jehoida, Uriah, and couple of Azariahs 
· the Levites are the descendants of Levi (they fulfilled lesser roles in the temple)
Phineas (6:4)- his decisive ation in a religious chrisis earned God’s promise that his descendants would always be priests (Numbers 25:1-13)
Zadok- Solomon made Zadok high priest after Abiathar supported Adonijah. Thus, the high priesthood to the line of Phinehas has been restored.
Hilkiah- the high priest who found the book of the law in the Temple and shown to King Josiah.
Three Main Branches of Levites
1. Gershom
2. Kobath
3. Merari
Ch. 7
Sons of Issachar…Ulta- lists are drawn from military lists in the time of David. They complete the tribal genealogies that started in 2:1. 
Issachar- fifth son of Jacob and Leah (Gen. 30:16-18)
Benjamin- the youngest son of Jacob and Rachel (Gen. 35:16-18)
Naphtali- Son of Jacob and Rachel’s servant Bilhah (Gen. 30:1-8)
Manessah…Ephraim- sons of Jacob’s son Joseph. Each of their family received a share of the land in Canaan. 
Asher- the second son of Jacob and Zilpah (servant of his wife, Leah) (Gen. 9-13)
Benjamin- This branch differs from other family trees. The tribe of Benjamin received special attention because of King Saul (Israel’s first king) who was a Benjaminite. 
Ch. 9
“The chapters close with an almost literal repetition of the list of Gibeonites of 8:29–38 (vv. 35–44). Such an arrangement of the chapter has a dual purpose: it underlines the fact that the post-exilic period in Judah/Jerusalem immediately followed the pre-exilic period. The list of Gibeonites, to whom Saul also belonged, leads us suitably to his downfall.”- Liebelt
The Major Themes:
1. The unity of the people (all Israel), 
a. The united support for David’s kingship (Ch.12)
b. The building of Solomon’s Temple (Ch. 28-29)
c. King Hezekiah’s call for a united response in worship (2 Chron. 30)
2. the Babylonian Exile, and
3. the reason for that exile (the people’s unfaithfulness) 

Inhabitants of Jerusalem and the Family Lists
The Chronicler mentions those who returned from Babylon. He wants his community to see themselves as part of the people he has just described in Chapters 1-8. 
The List of Inhabitants
1. Israelite common or lay people (9:3-9) 
a. NOTICE: Common people listed BEFORE Clergy
2. Priests (9:10-13)
3. Levites (9:14-34)
4. Gatekeepers and Temple Guards 
Levite Gatekeepers- kept watch over entrances to the city and the sacred tent or temple (3 shifts-8 hours each).
“The Chronicler goes to great lengths lovingly to portray the gatekeepers…according to the Chronicler, the gatekeepers’ duty, which was above all to guard entrances, had its roots in the desert-dwelling period and had not been changed since that time. This is what lent it such special dignity and distinguished it from that of the singers, who had only held their office since their job as bearers of the ark became unnecessary.” (Liebelt)
The Levitical Altar Guild!
· Some of the Levites were in charge of plates, pans, and the altar where sacrifices were prepared and then offered in worship. 
· Some had the special responsibility for making the bread that was used in offering and later eaten by the priests.
DYK: On each Sabbath: 12 loaves of fresh bread (12 tribes) were placed on the altar in the temple. 
Ch. 10 (through 29) The Reign of David
“In this chapter Chronicles changes its form from a list-based presentation to a more narrative portrayal (in which lists are inserted). From now on, the Chronicler bases his work on the books of Samuel and of Kings, using their information on the sole legitimate Davidic kingdom, whilst also adding his own material.” (Liebelt)
NOTICE: Saul’s story took up 23 chapters in 1 Samuel. In 1 Chronicles: 1 chapter. 
Why? Because Saul is represented as a negative example (Saul lost because of his unfaithfulness), while David and Solomon are positive (faithfulness and proper temple worship). 
(Liebelt)The Chronicler gives 4 reasons for Saul’s rejection:
1. His unfaithfulness…the Chronicler describes religious crimes as the way to defeat and exile.
2. For not keeping the word of God. It may also refer to crimes committed by Saul as reported in 1 Sam 13 and 15. 
3. For consulting a medium. This accusation refers to his visit to the witch of Endor (1 Sam 28). 
4. Because he did not seek the Lord: this phrase emphasizes the Chronicler’s positive (and internalized) attitude towards God in as general a way as possible.
“I Wanna Go Back”- The reigns of David and Solomon are presented as an ideal time in which God’s will for Israel was realized. Their separate reigns are merged into a single, united monarch (their individual stories complement each other) Example: David prepares for the building of the temple, and Solomon builds it.
“The Lord Put Him To Death”- NOTICE: The Lord is the subject of the phrase “put (Saul) to death” which emphasizes God’s responsibility for Saul’s death as well as for David’s rise. 
Ch. 11- The Rise of David’s Kingdom
NOTE: A circular pattern of various lists points to the unity of all Israel and their immediate recognition of David as their king. 
· David’s anointing at Hebron (11:1-3)
· Lists of military personnel in attendance (11:10-47)
· David’s forces stationed at Ziklag (12:1-7)
· Those who were at the stronghold (12:8-18)
· David’s forces stationed at Ziklag (12:19-22)
· Lists of military personnel in attendance (12:23-37)
· David’s anointing at Hebron (12:38-40)
David’s To Do List (11:4-9)- to lead a united Israel to capture Jebus, a neutral city that becomes Jerusalem. 
“Who Wants Some Blood?” (11:15-19) – Reveals David’s respect for God’s law.  
Ch. 12
This chapter divides into two parts: 
1. vv. 1–22 contain a list of people who joined David before his coronation, 
2. vv. 23–40 name those who came to him in Hebron.
12:1-7: Ziklag- to hide from Saul, David set up a command center in Ziklag (as a result of his partnership with the Philistines [1 Sam. 27]).
The Chronicler uses flashbacks to show how David had all of Israel’s support including Benjamin, King Saul’s own tribe.
8-18 A Stronghold in the Wilderness (1 Sam 23-26) David’s days as a soldier of fortune.
“Shalom” the translated word is “peace” but “prosperity” and “success” are closer meaning to the real emphasis which is wholeness + unity + integrity 
12:19-37 340, 822 northern troops join The Army of God and emphasizes the support David has from all Israel.
12:38 A Single Mind in Hebrew, decisions were thought to be made in the heart, but this emphasizes the unanimous choice people have for David as king.
“Unanimity and acts of conviction enjoy the Chronicler’s highest regard”- Liebelt
12:40 Joy comes in the morning… in Chronicles, joy follows significant religious events:
· The appointment of liturgical singers (1 C 15:16)
· Solomon’s coronation (1 C 29:9, 17, 22)
· The contributions for Joash’s repair of the temple (2 C 24:10)
· Hezekiah’s reforms 2 C 29:30, 36; 30:21, 23, 25, 26)
Israelites of the Lost Ark 13:1-16:43
David’s attempts at returning the Ark (the symbol of God’s presence among the people) reveals another theme in the book which is Seeking God.
Ch. 14
Three Signs of Blessings for David
1. A foreign king sends building materials to build the royal palace (Fame)
2. The large family born to David in Jerusalem (Children)
3. David’s defeat of the Philistines (Military victory)
KEEP IN MIND: At this time in the book, David is listening to God.


15
Guess who isn’t sending David a Valentine’s card? Michel: “She despised (David) in her heart).”
NOTE: Michal is never declared as David’s wife in Chronicles. She shows contempt for the ark, thereby taking on the same attitude as the Saulides (13:3), whose last remaining member she represents. - Liebelt
Ch. 16
16:4-43 Israelites of the Lost Ark concludes with worship. 
The appointment of worship and ceremonial personnel frames a 3- Part Hymn of Praise:
I. 16:8-22 (Psalm 105:1-15)
II. 16:23-33 (Psalm 96:1b-13a)
III. 16:34-35 (Psalm 106:1, 47-48)
16:19-22 God’s Wilderness Protection Agency
KEEP IN MIND: 16:31-33, the announcement of God’s rule over all other gods of nations would reassure the post-exile community under Persian rule that God is in control.
Ch. 17
Nathan the Adviser: “Sure, David. Build a house for God.”
Nathan the Prophet: “Wait! I talked to God. Scratch the house! Scratch the house!”
17:3-15 Nathan’s THREE different meanings for “House”
1. Palace
2. Temple
3. Dynasty
David may not build a house (temple) for God, but God will build a house (dynasty) for David. 
David- War/ Solomon- Rest
David defeats the Philistines (west), Moab (east), Zobah and Damascus (North), Edom (South)
All these victories prevent David from building the temple because he shed blood in war.
David’s Prayer (17:16-27)
From now on in Chronicles, the covenant will be based upon God’s promise to David, not on the exodus.
18:1-20:8 Attack David!
NOTE: “By concentrating David’s three wars within one chapter, the Chronicler gives the reader the impression that David is a warrior, which is precisely the desired effect: David is a warrior and thus denied the task of building the temple, since this requires peace (cf. e.g. Deut. 12).”- Liebelt
19:1-20:3 David vs. The Ammonites and the Arameans
Hanun turns on David.
NOTE: Shaving a prisoner’s beard and exposing his private parts was intended to humiliate him.
20:4-8 Land of the Giants!
Ch. 21
VERY INTERESTING NOTE: The final exploits of David and his soldiers. The stories in 2 Sam 13–20 about the rape of Tamar, Absalom’s rebellion, the execution of Saul’s descendants, and the disaffection of the northern tribes, which also cast David in a negative light, do not appear in Chronicles. (Gary Knoppers)
“Satan made me do it!”- the story of David’s census is very different from that in 2 Samuel 24. 
It is not God’s newly rekindled anger that leads David to carry out a census (as in the source model), but Satan.
“Satan” is an enemy, and better translated as “an adversary” not The Satan.
It is more likely, however, that this is the same figure mentioned in Job 1 and Zechariah 3.- Liebelt
21:2-29:30 Temple Prep
I. Construction plans (21-22)
II. Organizing the people who will run it (23-27)
III. Construction plans (28-29)

21:18-22:1
The Chronicler’s emphasis is David’s repentance and God’s forgiveness (21:15-27), rather than David’s sin and God’s judgment (21:1-14)
22:9 After God’s gift of “rest” for the land is met, God gives Solomon the name that will characterize his reign: “Solomon”/ “Shalom”
Ch. 23 “Full of days” suggest honor, not weakness (similar descriptions of Abraham and Job)
Ch. 24
Casting Lots- was often used to determine God’s will:
· Joshua 14:2
· 1 Sam. 10:21
· Jonah 1:7
· Proverbs 18:18
DYK: Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, was a descendant of Abijah.
Ch. 25-Musicians are seen as prophets who announce God’s word.
Ch.26
(Liebelt) The unifying factor in this chapter is that it deals only with Levites: 
gatekeepers in vv. 1–19,  the temple treasurers in vv. 20–8, and  the Levite officials in vv. 29–32. 
Ch.27 This chapter comprises five parts:
The secular organization of David’s kingdom 
I. vv. 1–15: the military divisions and their commanders; 
II. vv. 16–22: the leaders of the tribes; 
III. vv. 23–4: a comment on the census; 
IV. vv. 25–31: David’s civil officers; 
A comment on his census
V. vv. 32–4: David’s advisers.

Ch. 28
28:6- The Chronicler is the only one who speaks of Solomon being elected by God. This is to stress that the reigns of David and Solomon are united.
Ch. 29- This chapter, which concludes the story of David, divides into four parts:
I. vv. 1–9: the voluntary gifts; 
II. vv. 10–20: David’s prayer and the people’s reply; 
III. vv. 21–5: Solomon’s accession to the throne; 
IV. vv. 26–30: concluding praise of David’s rule.
29:1 Temple- a Persian word that means “fortress” and only occurs in late passages in the Old Testament.
The Chronicler follows a paradigm in which final addresses are made by great leaders:
· Jacob (Gen 49.1–28), 
· Moses (Deut. 32.1–44,45–47; 33.1–29), 
· Joshua (23.1–16; 24.1–28), 
· Samuel (1 Sam 12.1–25), and 
· David (2 Sam 23.1–7; 1 Kings 2.1–10).
DYK: The doxology at the end of the Lord’s Prayer is based on 1 Chronicles 29:11-12
29:24 2 Different Endings
I. 1 Kings 1-2 The end of David’s reign is marked by murderous plots and schemes as David’s sons try to take the throne by force.
II. In this book, there is an orderly transfer of power from David to Solomon (Unity).
SOURCES:
Mark Throntveit (Enter the Bible/Lutheran Study Bible)
Benjamin Leibelt (Oxford Commentary)
Gary Knoppers (Oxford Study Bible)
